Black Historical and Cultural Advisory Committee
Date: March 18, 2026
Meeting Minutes

Present: 

2

Alysia Bellamy 
Sen. Tony Exum
Khadija Haynes 
Dr. Biaze Houston
Dr. Ashleigh Lawrence-Sanders
Jameka B. Lewis
Shirley Martinez 
Jaleesa McIntosh
Dr. Alexander Pittman
Nick Psarakis
Jahi Simbai
Dr. Stephanie Hartman
Shelly Ramos


Absent:

Dr. Floyd Cobb
Dr. Fernando Branch
Rep. Regina English
Jamal Skinner

Dr. Hartman began the meeting at 5:05 pm.
Committee members introduced themselves.
Dr. Hartman provided an overview of the establishment of the Black Historical and Cultural Advisory Committee and their duties as specified in HB 25-1149.
Dr. Hartman walked the committee through a possible timeline of activities to meet statutory requirements: (1) identifying new resources for a resource bank by July 2026, and (2) making recommendations for standards in advance of the State Board of Education’s social studies standards revision, which is expected to begin in January 2027. Committee members asked questions about the timeline and their responsibilities.
Dr. Hartman led a discussion regarding selection of a committee chair or co-chairs. Dr. Pittman and Mrs. Martinez were selected co-chairs of the committee with no opposition.
Dr. Hartman led a discussion about the frequency and timing of committee meetings. The committee preferred to meet one time per month for 90 minutes. 
Dr. Hartman adjourned the meeting at 6:02. 
