April 1, 2026

Dear Parents,

[bookmark: _gjdgxs]We are continuing our Bring Your Own Device (BYOD) program for the 2026-2027 school year. Every student must bring a device, which meets the specifications below, to their classes each day. All minimum requirements must be met in order for the device to be considered approved. 

As students work with their own computers at school and at home, they will become more adept at digitally accessing content, collaborating, and interacting with faculty and their classmates to research information, solve complex problems, create original products, and share their work. This will better prepare them for college and career. 

Please review the information below regarding BYOD requirements and specifications. If you have any questions about specifications, please email tech@spx.org.

Thank you,
SPX Academics Office


Requirements

We know that students will be more familiar with their own personal devices and will be able to take responsibility for ensuring they know how to operate their own devices in the classroom. Just about any new Windows PC is acceptable to use, as are Chromebooks. The majority of students choose a laptop as their device. Students choosing a Chromebook may need access to a Windows PC at home for some assignments. We encourage Windows PCs due to software compatibility, ease of troubleshooting, and affordability. Please see the minimum specifications below. 

Students will be expected to bring a device that allows them to access the web, take notes, and interact with an eTextbook (depending on the class) at the very least.  In the same way a student is expected to bring his/her textbook to class, their device must also be brought charged and ready to use each day. While at school, students must connect to the SPX wireless network and will not be permitted to use cellular connections. Devices with this capability are not recommended as they can be used to bypass internet filtering at school and at home.

We recognize that some students prefer to type their notes or write math problems on paper rather than using the stylus and inking feature that a tablet PC provides. This functionality does add cost to the price of the device. Therefore, those who are not using this feature may opt for a less costly device that still meets their needs.

If providing a suitable device will constitute a significant financial hardship for your family, please email BYODhardship@spx.org



Specifications

The following are the minimum specifications for approved devices.

All Devices
· Ability to connect consistently to the wireless network
· Ability to operate normally on a daily basis (This includes battery, booting up, running without errors, and speed of use.)  
· Students are expected to bring the device fully charged each day. If a device cannot maintain a charge throughout the school day, students should also bring their charger to school.

Laptop Devices 
· Processor - Intel i5, AMD Ryzen 5 or greater
· Intel Celeron, AMD Athlon NOT acceptable.
· Memory - 8GB
· Windows laptops must run Windows 11
· Windows 2-in-1 combo laptop/tablet (with keyboard) is also acceptable 
· Windows RT and Windows 11 S NOT acceptable.
· Chromebook (running latest Chrome OS)
· Screen size of 10 inches or greater

Examples of Unacceptable Devices 

· Apple Macbooks are unacceptable devices beginning with the class of 2030
· Phones
· iOS (iPad) and Android tablets 
· Amazon Kindles and Fire tablets
· Barnes and Noble Nooks
· Windows RT / Windows S Devices

Support

Students who cannot access the school’s BYOD network or who have technical issues with their computer need to take care of those issues by working with the user’s manual that came with the device or by seeking assistance with an authorized provider outside of the classroom. Since these are not school devices, the school is not able to allocate resources to troubleshoot issues nor are we certified to make repairs.
