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SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS



Dear Private School Administrators and Parents,

The Dallas Independent School District (DISD) is committed to fulfilling its obligations to evaluate students suspected of having disabilities when such evaluations are requested by a parent, including for students enrolled in private schools within our jurisdiction.

We recognize and respect the safety, security, and operational protocols maintained by private school campuses. In recent instances, DISD staff have been asked to provide extensive documentation and meet additional requirements prior to accessing private school campuses for the purpose of conducting evaluations. These requests have included, but are not limited to, proof of DISD staff member’s professional liability insurance, certifications, state-issued identification requirements, letters of authorization, execution of memoranda of understanding (MOUs), and limitations related to instructional time and prior notification.

While we understand the intent behind these requirements for the requesting campus/entity, they present logistical, legal, and operational challenges that may delay or impede the timely completion of parent-requested evaluations. Additionally, DISD staff operate under district-specific clearance, badging, and confidentiality protocols that align with state and federal requirements, and duplicative vetting processes may create unnecessary barriers.

To ensure compliance with applicable federal and state regulations, protect staff, and minimize disruption to students’ instructional time, DISD has established the following practice when processing a request for evaluation of a student enrolled in private school:

All parent-requested evaluations for students enrolled in private schools will be conducted at a DISD campus or designated DISD facility. The selected location will be reasonably convenient to the family, such as a campus near the parent’s home, workplace, or the student’s current private school, when possible.

This approach provides several important benefits:

Ensures timely completion of evaluations in accordance with legal timelines
Maintains student confidentiality and adherence to district protocols
Reduces instructional disruption for the student
Promotes a safe and controlled environment for both students and evaluators
Eliminates delays involving duplicative vetting and reduces documentary requirements for DISD staff
DISD remains committed to collaboration with private schools and families throughout the evaluation process. We will continue to coordinate with parents to schedule evaluations at mutually convenient times and locations, and we welcome communication to support student needs.

Thank you for your cooperation and continued partnership in supporting students.
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