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The cornerstone of a proudly diverse community
presents
Camp Einstein 2026
A Summer Enrichment Camp for the Highly Motivated Learner
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Location: Academy for Discovery at Lakewood
1701 Alsace Ave, Norfolk, VA 23509
Serving current grades K – 4
June 8, 2026 – July 1, 2026
Monday – Thursday (except June 18th)
9:00 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.
Registration: March 27 – classes are filled
Tuition is FREE for NPS students. 

Program Requirements
Camp Einstein is one of a variety of services offered to the students currently enrolled in Norfolk Public Schools.  While many of the students who attend Camp Einstein have been identified as gifted, this program uses enrichment to reach a broader population by serving students who are working on or above grade level during the school year.  Participation in Camp Einstein does not identify students for gifted education services.


· Work has been on or above grade level (Quarters 1-3 on report card must average As, Bs, or Cs. Kindergarten equivalent: academics: P, M, social skills and work habits: S, V or O)
· Is free from repeated discipline problems (referrals, suspensions, behavior charts, etc.)
· Is able to transition between three classroom bells per day
· Functions well in a variety of classroom and social settings
· [bookmark: _Hlk192666051]Is highly motivated and socially well-adjusted (can work independently and in small groups)
· Currently enrolled in grades k-4 in Norfolk Public Schools
· Committed to attend all 4 weeks of camp
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General InformationPLEASE READ!
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1. Tuition for the program is free for students attending Norfolk Public Schools.
2. The student must meet the academic and behavioral requirements to be accepted into the program. The program director, Ms. Lane, will contact the teacher and/or principal for approval. 
3. Grade level for Camp Einstein is determined by the 2025-2026 school year placement; for example, a student currently in grade 2 must register for Grade 2 summer courses.
4. [bookmark: _Hlk129008336]Registration for Camp Einstein can be found online on the NPS Website ONLY. (https://www.npsk12.com search “summer programs 2026”). Paper registrations from previous years will not be accepted. 
5. Once the registration form is submitted, program requirements will be checked, and approvals obtained. Then the registration is complete. The Program Director will email an enrollment confirmation when registration closes (approx. beginning of May). All parents will be included in a parent email group. All further communication about camp will be via email. 
6. Enrollment is on a first-come, first-served basis. We have a limited number of spots.  Registration closes when classes are full.  
7. On May 7th a Parent Information Night will be held via zoom. A link will be sent the day before the meeting. During the week of May 11th, information regarding program logistics will be mailed to the parents of registered students.
8. Appropriate self-discipline is expected from all Camp Einstein participants. If a student is removed due to misconduct, he/she will not be allowed to attend the following year. 
9. Questions about the program? Contact the GEARS office, 852-4674 option 4 or email the Program Director, Jennifer Lane at jlane@nps.k12.va.us
Daily Schedule*“My kid came home today and could NOT stop talking about his first day.”
(CE Parent)


Arrival & Breakfast:      8:30 a.m. – 8:55 a.m.
Bell 1:     9:00 a.m. – 10:15 a.m.
Bell 2:     10:20 a.m. – 11:55 p.m. 
        				Lunch: 20 min integrated into Bell 2
Bell 3:    12:00 p.m. – 1:30 p.m.
Dismissal:    1:30 p.m.
(* Schedule subject to adjustments)
· All students will attend 3 enrichment activities per day. They will have these three classes for 4 weeks.
· Class sessions are approximately 70 minutes each.
· Breakfast and lunch are provided.
· Students are registered according to current grade level: k-1 or 2-4
· Arrival and dismissal procedures will be reviewed at the Parent Meeting on May 7th 
· Transportation will only pick up/drop off at your address listed in synergy. They do not pick up/drop off at daycares or alternate addresses during the summer.
(if you cannot attend you do not need to email Ms. Lane; a recording of the meeting will be sent to ALL parents after the date)
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[bookmark: _Hlk32858543]Enrichment Activities for Grades K-1“The best camp in Hampton Roads!”
(CE Parent)



	[image: Image result for ACADEMICS CLIP ART]ACADEMICS   

	Animal Ambassadors A
Teacher: Avaree Brown
Perfect for animal lovers! Students engage with various animals, enjoy themed activities, and give back by completing a community service project supporting a local animal shelter.
	Myth Busters 
Teacher: Catherine Edwards
Hands-on science fun! Students test real-world myths using the scientific method while exploring questions like how mechanical hands work and what causes bioluminescence. Get ready to experiment, discover, and prove that science is anything but boring!

	A Fairytale Adventure
Teacher: Ciara Rainey
Enter a magical world of castles, dragons, and heroes! Students read, build, paint, and create their own fairytales. Expect crowns, creativity, and enchanting fun all summer long!
	Number Navigators
Teacher: Ashley May-Jones
In Number Navigators, students become detectives, builders, and designers while exploring patterns, shapes, measurements, and data. Through hands-on challenges and real-world investigations, they build confidence, curiosity, and strong problem-solving skills in fun, meaningful ways.

	Future Problem Solvers
Teacher: Todd Conroy
Attention, problem solvers! Tackle real-world challenges like clean air and water, flooding, and food supply. Research solutions and design your own “Green City of the Future.” The future of urban living is in your hands!
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	[bookmark: _Hlk32858661]Crafting Crazy A
Teacher: Adele Cofield
A bright, energetic crafting class! Each week features a hands-on project that builds creativity, fine motor skills, and teamwork. Students create personalized crafts they’ll be proud to take home.


	

Enrichment Activities for Grades K-1 Continued
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“Great options! Almost too many to choose from!”
(CE Parent)


	  SPORTS AND GAMES

	Game Time Explorer
Teacher: Susan King
Each week, students play favorites like Checkers, Candyland, Chutes & Ladders, and Monopoly Junior. Learn new skills, discover strategies, and enjoy fun challenges with friends. Join us for a great time!
	Lego Masters, Jr.
Teacher: Helen Melshen
Engage in hands-on STEAM fun! Students tackle exciting missions, build skills, and collaborate on a culminating project. Through teamwork and creativity, they’ll stay focused, make friends, and create lasting memories. Let’s get our brick on!

	The Great Summer Adventure
Teacher: Shannon Davis
A new adventure every week! Young explorers dive into jungle quests, superhero training, pirate hunts, and space missions while conquering obstacle courses, teamwork challenges, and high-energy games.
	Tumbling into Summer Gymnastics
Teacher: Becky Irons
Build strength, flexibility, and balance through gymnastics! Students of all levels learn skills like rolls, cartwheels, handstands, walkovers, and tumbling while progressing at their own pace and having fun.
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Enrichment Activities for Grades 2-4“I thank you all for making sure that summer camp for these children is a wonderful and inclusive experience.”
(CE parent)
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	Animal Ambassadors B
Teacher: Kathleen Shambo
Perfect for animal lovers! Students engage with various animals, enjoy themed activities, and give back by completing a community service project supporting a local animal shelter.
	Myth Busters 
Teacher: Catherine Edwards
Hands-on science fun! Students test real-world myths using the scientific method while exploring questions like how mechanical hands work and what causes bioluminescence. Get ready to experiment, discover, and prove that science is anything but boring!

	Science Explorers
Teacher: Alina Ronca
Explore science through hands-on experiments! Students investigate light, sound, motion, matter, and animal adaptations while using the scientific method. Create exciting take-home projects like glowsticks, harmonicas, and paper circuits.
	Engineering Design Process
Teacher: Jennifer Heath
Think like an engineer! Solve real problems through designing, testing, and improving. Embrace failure, build resilience, and turn ideas into innovation in this hands-on summer engineering adventure.

	Future Problem Solvers
Teacher: Todd Conroy
Attention, problem solvers! Tackle real-world challenges like clean air and water, flooding, and food supply. Research solutions and design your own “Green City of the Future.” The future of urban living is in your hands!
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	Crafting Crazy B
Teacher: Molly Sebring
A bright, energetic crafting class! Each week features a hands-on project that builds creativity, fine motor skills, and teamwork. Students create personalized crafts they’ll be proud to take home.
	Printmaking Art
Teacher: Kimberly Mutch
Explore printmaking with bubbles, Styrofoam, and foil techniques! Create self-portraits, pop art, and DIY stickers using household materials—perfect for recreating, sharing, and expanding your creativity at home.



Enrichment Activities for Grades 2-4 Continued
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	  SPORTS AND GAMES

	Gaming Unplugged
Teacher: Karen Tolentino
Get back to gaming basics! Students build friendships while developing critical thinking, strategy, self-control, and social skills through fun, cooperative gameplay using board games. Players must be able to work in groups.
	Lego Masters, Jr.
Teacher: Helen Melshen
Engage in hands-on STEAM fun! Students tackle exciting missions, build skills, and collaborate on a culminating project. Through teamwork and creativity, they’ll stay focused, make friends, and create lasting memories. Let’s get our brick on!

	Lego Story Starter
Teacher: James Cipalla
Bring stories to life with LEGO! Students build, write, and share creative narratives while strengthening literacy, communication, and collaboration skills. This hands-on approach builds confidence and helps all learners succeed in language arts.
	Tumbling into Summer Gymnastics
Teacher: Becky Irons
Build strength, flexibility, and balance through gymnastics! Students of all levels learn skills like rolls, cartwheels, handstands, walkovers, and tumbling while progressing at their own pace and having fun.

	Baseball
Teacher: Mike McGarity
Learn the fundamentals of baseball—running, hitting, and fielding—while exploring fun behind-the-scenes elements like cards, mascots, stadiums, and uniforms. Step up to the plate for skill-building and baseball fun!
	Field Hockey
Teacher: Meghan Stocks
Discover the excitement of field hockey! Build skills through fast-paced play while connecting math and science to athletic performance. Learn a global sport and become a smarter, stronger athlete.

	Get Active
Teacher: Angela Goad
Join a high-energy course with outdoor games, daily yoga, and healthy habits! Rain or shine, students stay active with creative indoor fun and learn how movement and nutrition fuel strong, happy bodies.
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	Computer Coding: Level 1
Teacher: Christopher Michaels
Explore coding through hands-on projects! Students build games, animations, and interactive stories while developing problem-solving, creativity, and logical thinking in a fun, supportive environment.
*Introductory course
	Computer Coding: Level 2
Teacher: Christopher Michaels
Take coding to the next level! Students build complex games and interactive projects while strengthening computational thinking, debugging, and design skills. Creativity, collaboration, and real-world problem-solving take center stage in this engaging course.
*Intermediate course 



[image: Image result for einstein Clipart]Does your child meet the program requirements? Are you interested in registering?


Go to https://www.npsk12.com
Search “summer programs 2026.”

Paper registrations from previous years will not be accepted.




The program director will contact you by the beginning of May. 
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Norfolk Public Schools

NATIONAILY RECOGNIZED GILOBAILY COMPETITIVE.
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