Empower Cherokee
Scholarship Application 2025-2026 School Year

Empower Cherokee of GA, Inc. is a non-profit organization whose mission is to empower people with intellectual and developmental disabilities to live life as they define it through employment and social connections, and the support necessary for each person to achieve their hopes and dreams.
For the 2025-2026 school year, Empower Cherokee, in memory of Martha Causey, retired CCSD teacher and Board Member of Empower Cherokee, would like to recognize a future educator by providing a $2,500.00 scholarship. Ms. Causey taught special education at Cherokee High School. Martha’s career was her “calling,” and she was totally committed to her students. Families of the students she served held her in high regard for the care and improvement she gave to their children. She was recognized for her exemplary dedication and compassion when she was honored with the coveted “Teacher of the Year” award; and later, a street on campus was named after her by the Cherokee County School District.
This scholarship will be awarded to a Cherokee High School graduate who plans to attend college to receive a degree in Education, with the purpose of working in the education field. In addition to the initial $2,500 award, an additional $1,000 scholarship may be awarded each year for up to three years, provided the recipient continues their education in the field of Education. Recipients must submit official college documentation, such as a transcript, verifying that their educational path toward an education degree is ongoing.
2025 seniors who meet these criteria and are interested in pursuing this scholarship must complete this application and return it to the email address listed below. Additionally, each applicant must have two references complete the attached Confidential Reference Form. At least one reference must be from a teacher. The second reference should be from an adult who knows your work ethic, focus, and goals. References may not be family members. Completed applications must be RECEIVED by April 15, 2025.
A committee of representatives from Empower Cherokee will review all applications and make the award selection.







Name: Click or tap here to enter text.
Address: Click or tap here to enter text.
Email Address: Click or tap here to enter text.
Cell Number:  Click or tap here to enter text.    Alternate number: Click or tap here to enter text.
Date of Birth: Click or tap here to enter text. Year Graduated High School: Click or tap here to enter text.
What is your declared education major?  Click or tap here to enter text.
Where do you hope to teach in the future? Click or tap here to enter text.




Please describe yourself in 25 words or less. Click or tap here to enter text.







Tell the committee, in 50 words or less, why you should be awarded this scholarship. 
Please indicate any financial need.
Click or tap here to enter text.





Why do you want to be a teacher? Please tell the committee about your road to becoming a teacher. This is where the committee will really get to know you.  You may attach one extra page to this application if you need more space to answer this question. Click or tap here to enter text.











By signing this application, you are certifying that the information contained herein is true and complete to the best of your knowledge, as of this date.  Additionally, you agree to allow your academic transcript, grade point average and program of study information to be shared with sponsor with permission to use your name and likeness for promotional purposes associated with this scholarship competition.  Please be aware, this is a competitive process and not all applicants will receive a scholarship award and no guarantees in that regard are stated or implied.  Funds awarded through this process are to be used for postsecondary education-related expenses only.  Any and all tax liabilities associated with this award are the sole responsibility of the recipient.   
_________________________________________          _______________________________________
Student Signature 	Print Name 



Empower Cherokee Scholarship Application Checklist
The following checklist is for your use only to assure a complete scholarship application and should not be sent with your application.  Please check off each item as it is completed… 
 Form is complete and accurate.  Please use your full legal name, complete address (including P.O. Box, apartment number, etc.) to avoid confusion when matching references with scholarship application.     
An alternate phone number (cell, work, etc.) is included.  
All inquiries within the application are answered completely, honestly and within the  parameters set forth.  Some questions require multiple responses within tight restraints in an effort to force applicants to be concise yet forthright.   
 Reference forms have been completed and submitted to the appropriate persons for completion.  Contact your references and provide them with time to complete and return the form.  Please be aware, the committee will not act as the intermediary between you and your references…that job is yours and yours alone!  Please follow-up with each reference regularly until such time as all forms have been submitted.   
 The forms are legible.  Handwritten copies are accepted; however, an electronic (Word document) version of the application and Reference Form are attached, so you may type directly onto the form and email or print the final versions. Please direct any issues or questions about the documents to Tammie Anderson at tammie.anderson@cherokeek12.net.    
 Application and Reference forms are to be submitted on or before April 15, 2026.   Applications that are incomplete, illegible, late or that otherwise do not follow directions may not be considered. 
Applications must be scanned and emailed to the following address: tammie.anderson@cherokeek12.net
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