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March 12, 2026
Dear Beaufort County School District Families,
The South Carolina Department of Education and the South Carolina Education Oversight Committee have scheduled to open the state’s 2026 SCDE - Student School Climate Survey administration window from February 23, 2026, to April 10, 2026. This is an anonymous survey administered to students in grades three (3) through eleven (11) and is used to identify perceptions within your child(ren)’s school. The student survey is administered online and composed of questions focused on student perceptions of learning environments, social physical environment, and school safety which should take no more than ten (10) to fifteen (15) minutes to complete. Parents/legal guardians are given the option to opt-out if desired.
This survey is developed through the South Carolina Department of Education and the South Carolina Education Oversight Committee. Each survey item has five response choices: “Disagree,” “Mostly Disagree,” “Mostly Agree,” “Agree,” and “No Answer.” All survey items must be marked. If a student has no opinion or the statement is not applicable, the response “No Answer” should be marked.
The data collected from the survey will be used by the State to identify student perceptions and included as an accountability metric for rating each school by the State. Rating points will be adjusted for schools with participation rates of less than 80% as described in the State’s 2025-2026 Accountability Manual. Responses are housed securely in an anonymous format and are in compliance with the Family Education Rights and Privacy Act.
Please notify your child(ren)’s principal if you would like your child(ren) to opt out of taking the survey by completing the form below and returning it to the school by Monday, March 16, 2026. For those who are interested in an opt-out form, it is available on our school website and it is also available in our front office. We will be administering the survey on March 18, 2026 to grades 3-5. If you have any questions about the administration of the survey, please contact your child(ren)’s principal.
Sincerely,
R. Nicholas Flowers, Ed.S.
Director of Accountability
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
I DO NOT want my child to participate in the 2026 SCDE - Student School Climate Survey set forth by the South Carolina Department of Education and the South Carolina Education Oversight Committee.
School Name: ___________________________________________________________________________
Student Name: __________________________________________________________________________
Grade: ___________________________________	Date: __________________________________
Guardian Name: ___________________________	Guardian Signature: _______________________
Please sign this form and return it to the school principal by Monday, March 16, 2026.
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