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PRIDE, Respect, and Responsibility







Hello Roosevelt Families and Friends! 

As we move from winter to spring on March 1, I’m reminded of the fresh start this season brings. I hope you are seeing that same positive growth in your child’s academic, social, and emotional development over the past six months. Thank you for being a valued partner in your child’s education throughout the year.

Highlights from February: 
· Thank you to our Roosevelt families and local businesses for supporting our second annual Pins for Pawz bowling event. Because of your generosity, our PTA raised $2,400 to support Roosevelt families. We also appreciate our sponsors, donors, and volunteers who helped secure contributions.
· Our first- and second-grade students enjoyed a performance of Curious George at the Oxford Theatre. Thank you to our PTA and families for supporting this wonderful opportunity.
· To wrap up our school-wide focus on honesty, students played Bingo for Books with their buddy classrooms. It was great to see so many students leave for the weekend excited to read a new book.
· Thank you to the families who completed our biannual Family Equity Survey. We received 82 responses from 163 families (50% participation), and the feedback was very encouraging.
· Goal met: 97% of families agree or strongly agree with the statement, “My child feels safe at school” (84% strongly agree).
· Goal met: 99% of families agree or strongly agree with the statement, “School staff treat my child with care and compassion” (89% strongly agree).
· Goal met: 100% of families agree or strongly agree with the statement, “School staff help my family identify goals and support my child in reaching them” (80% strongly agree).
· Goal met: 100% of families agree or strongly agree with the statement, “School staff communicate positive messages with my family and share concerns when needed” (88% strongly agree).
· Goal met: 100% of families agree or strongly agree with the statement, “School staff work to ensure our school community is inclusive for all families and community members of diverse backgrounds” (87% strongly agree).
· Goal met: 100% of families agree or strongly agree with the statement, “School staff treat my child, my family, and others with respect regardless of race, ethnicity, language, gender, disability, age, religion, or socioeconomic status” (89% strongly agree).
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Announcements for March:
· Read-Across-America Week was March 2–6. Students enjoyed dress-up days, mystery readers, and the “Read It and Reap Rewards” bingo activity (for a small prize). Each Roosevelt student also selected a book to keep through our Reading is Fundamental (RIF) program, generously sponsored by Nestlé.
· March is Women’s History Month! This month, we learn about women past and present who have helped shape our world as leaders, teachers, scientists, artists, athletes, and community members. We celebrate their courage, creativity, and kindness, and we remind students that everyone can dream big, work hard, and make a positive difference.

· March is National Music in Our Schools Month! We are celebrating how music helps students learn, express themselves, and connect with others. Whether students sing, play instruments, move to a beat, or listen closely, music builds focus, teamwork, and joy. This month let’s show our appreciation for our music teacher, Mrs. Seipel, and the music happening throughout our school.

· March is National Youth Art Month! We are celebrating student creativity and the many ways art helps students share ideas, solve problems, and tell their stories. This month let’s show our appreciation for our art teacher, Mrs. Gilbert, and for the creativity we see throughout our school.
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· Each month, your child brings home a double-sided handout that explains our character trait of the month. In March, our focus is courage. On the back of the handout, you’ll find three “Pursuits” to try as a family. We encourage your family to choose at least one to do together.

· Due March 13:
The Eau Claire Area School District is conducting a family survey to gather feedback about your experiences in our schools and district. Results will help identify strengths, areas for improvement, and planning priorities for the future. The survey takes about 15 to 20 minutes to complete. ECASD Family Climate Survey

· Due March 17:
Your family is invited to a fun evening at Roosevelt Elementary on Thursday, March 19! Enjoy complimentary pizza at 5:15 PM, create a pottery project with your child at 6:00 PM, and join the Parent Cafe, “Caring for Yourself First,” hosted by the Family Resource Center. Please RSVP by March 17 so we know who is attending.
Pizza, Pottery, & Parent Cafe RSVP

· Beginning March 17:
The Wisconsin State Forward Exam will be given to students in grades 3–5 between March 17 and March 27. Most testing will take place in the morning.
· Third Grade will test: March 23-27
· Fourth Grade will test: March 17-27
· Fifth Grade will test: March 17-23
Why does the State Forward Exam matter? How does it help my child or their school?
· To show how your child is learning compared to other students across Wisconsin.
· To help us understand how well our school’s curriculum and teaching strategies are working.
· To help teachers determine what extra support or extra challenges should work best for your individual child for future planning.
· To help guide what course options should be made available to your child as they prepare for middle school.
· To see how our school is doing compared to other schools across Wisconsin.

What can I do to help prepare my child for testing?
One of the best ways families can support their child is by prioritizing extra sleep and healthy meals. A full night’s rest and nutritious food help students feel confident, focused, and ready to show what they know. Please schedule your family’s upcoming appointments around your child’s testing schedule as much as possible.
Roosevelt Parents & Caregivers are invited to make encouraging signs and join us for a high-five tunnel to start the day! We plan to do this for our students on their first day of testing as well as their final day of testing.
· A bell rings at 8:30 AM to signal that students should line up to enter the building.
· At that time, parents and caregivers who are participating should form a high-five tunnel so students can pass through as they enter the building by 8:35 AM.
· Tunnel Locations:
· Third Grade will have their high-five tunnel on March 23 and March 27!
· The tunnel for our third grade will be on the backside of our school leading into door #5.
· Fourth Grade will have their high-five tunnel on March 17 and March 27!
· The tunnel for our fourth grade will be located on our outdoor basketball court leading to the sidewalk entrance, before our students travel down the front sidewalk and enter doors #2.
· Fifth Grade will have their high-five tunnel on March 17 and March 23!
· The tunnel for our fifth grade will be located on our outdoor basketball court leading to the sidewalk entrance, before our students travel down the front sidewalk and enter doors #4.

· Please join us for our monthly PTA meeting on Thursday, March 17, from 6:00 to 7:30 PM, in our library or virtually through this Microsoft Teams link: Join the meeting now
· Third-quarter After-School Clubs end on March 26. Information about fourth-quarter club options will be sent home during the first week of April. Fourth-quarter clubs run from April 13 to May 22.
· Registration Due March 27:
Join us on Monday, April 6, from 5:00 to 6:00 PM or 6:00 to 7:00 PM, for our annual Arts Night led by Mrs. Gilbert. Each family will create a unique piece of art to take home. This year’s theme is “Blast Off with the Arts”, and space-inspired ideas will be available. All creativity is encouraged. This event is open to school-age children and older siblings. Children must attend with an adult helper, and adults are welcome to register and participate, too. Registration is due March 27. Questions? Please contact Mrs. Gilbert at sgilbert1@ecasd.us.

· Registration Due March 27:
The 2026 summer school program guide is now available on the summer school website: Summer Programs - Eau Claire Area School District
Roosevelt Summer School will take place June 9 to June 25 (Monday through Thursday, beginning on a Tuesday, mornings only). Due to construction projects at Roosevelt, programming will be held at Sherman Elementary School. Please note the following details:
· Although the program will be held at Sherman Elementary, it will serve Roosevelt students only, with the same teachers who would have led the program at Roosevelt.
· Summer School registration is open March 7 to March 27.
· Because of the location change, bussing will be available as an option for all Roosevelt students who are enrolled by the March 27 deadline, even if they do not qualify for bussing during the regular school year.
· For families who will drop off and pick up, Sherman Elementary School is located at 3110 W Vine St, Eau Claire, WI 54703.
· Community partnership options will still be available through Parks & Rec (River City Adventures) and the Boys & Girls Club. Students must be pre-registered to attend any partnership program.

Summer School Programming at Roosevelt:
· Roosevelt Summer School (free breakfast and lunch for children 0-17)
June 9-25 (M-Th), 8:30-11:45am * Pre-registration required			
· Roosevelt Open Library 						
June 9-25, 8:00-12:00pm * Does not require pre-registration.				
· Roosevelt Summer Library Program “Adventures in Reading” (students and families)
June 9, 16, and 23, 12:15-2:15pm (Tuesdays) * Pre-registration required

Community Partnership Options Available:
· Boys & Girls Club Afternoon Programming (grades 2-5, page 49), 12:10 pm bus time
· Park & Rec River City Adventures (grades K-5, page 70), 12:00-4:00 pm

· Spring break is March 30 to April 3. All ECASD schools will be closed that week.
· Our sixth annual Read-a-thon will take place on Saturday, March 28. Funds raised support our PTA general fund, which benefits students and teachers throughout the year. PTA support helps cover items such as additional field trips, teacher mini-grants, evening family events, Roosevelt t-shirts for all students and staff, the holiday workshop, and our end-of-year carnival. Please check your child’s folder for the Read-a-thon sheet and class code needed to participate. Our school goals are 30,000 total minutes of reading and $3,000 in donations. We have already met our donation goal and are still more than 20,000 minutes short of our reading goal. If we reach both goals by March 28, students will earn a bonus recess and a special frozen treat!

On the horizon:
· Students will not attend school on April 21 due to staff development.
· All students will participate in our annual Roosevelt Rainbow Run on Friday, May 29, beginning at 3:00 PM. Family members are welcome to attend and cheer on their runners.
· We will host our Fifth-Grade Recognition on Tuesday, June 2, beginning at 2:45 PM. Fifth-grade family members are welcome to attend. A short reception will follow.
· Students will celebrate our End-of-Year Carnival on June 4, beginning at 1:30 PM. If you would like to volunteer, please contact our partnership coordinator, Tammy Rud, at trud@ecasd.us.
With spring break approaching, you may have more time to talk with your child about what they are learning. Whether you play a math game, write a story, use imagination in play, or read together, thank you for supporting learning at home. If you are traveling over spring break, I wish you safe and pleasant travels. Happy spring!
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Ben Dallman  (he/him/his)
Principal
Roosevelt Elementary School
(715) 852-4710
Bdallman@ecasd.us
 “Collectively committed to educate our Roosevelt community in a safe, nurturing, and responsive environment.”  [image: ] 
image1.wmf

image2.jpg




image3.png




image4.png
T [l




image5.jpeg




