Computer Science Placement Exam
Information for Incoming Freshman Families
Purpose of the Placement Exam
The Computer Science Placement Exam helps ensure that students are enrolled in the course that best matches their current skill level.  Students who demonstrate proficiency equivalent to successful completion of our Computer Science Principles course may be eligible to enroll directly in Intermediate Computer Programming. Students who are still building foundational skills will begin in Computer Science Principles.  Our goal is appropriate placement — not acceleration for its own sake.
Exam Format
Format: Multiple choice
Medium: Scantron & pencil (in person)
What the Exam Covers (Assumption: Python 3)

Python Fundamentals
Indentation and syntax structure
Comments
Variables and naming conventions
Data types: integers, floats, strings, booleans, lists
Operators (arithmetic, comparison, logical, assignment)
Conditional statements (if / elif / else)
Loops (while and for)
Data Structures
Creating and manipulating lists
Accessing elements
append(), insert(), remove()
Functions
Defining functions
Parameters and return values
Variable scope (local vs. global)
Input and Output
input() and print()
String Manipulation
len(), upper(), lower()
Logic & Problem Solving
Breaking problems into logical steps
Finding maximum/minimum values
Calculating sums and averages
Basic string and list manipulation

The exam emphasizes conceptual understanding and logical thinking rather than overly specific or trick syntax details.
Who Should Consider Taking the Exam?
Students who have taken a formal programming course
Students with significant experience coding in Python
Students comfortable writing functions, using loops, and solving logic problems independently
Students with limited or no prior programming experience should enroll in Computer Science Principles.
Study Resources
W3Schools (Python Reference & Tutorials): https://www.w3schools.com/python/
CodingBat (Python Practice Problems): https://codingbat.com/python
Students should focus on understanding concepts and practicing problem solving rather than memorizing isolated syntax rules.
