Givens Public PTO Meeting: March 3, 2025
Minutes

Public meetings:
· Changed last three meetings to public. Should we keep April public? 
· There’s interest in parents coming to these meetings.
· District has a Rooted series; that’s where a lot of resources are going (talks about mental health, tech, etc.).
· Think about first aid training for next public meeting: 
· Maria: 5th grade girl scouts are doing a CPR training through Mercy.
· Molly’s mom: her brother’s a paramedic and could do training
· Nicole to coordinate/research. 
Fundraising recap:
· Grapevine: hit the financial goal; maybe in future, invite staff for free. Photo shoot was raffled for a couple hundred dollars. Positive feedback. 
· Dine-out: Chicken Scratch. Jamie can contact to see if we can do an event in late April. 
· City2: Ms. Perkins leading charge. May 4 (?) a game. Not a fundraiser. We’re doing well on fundraising goals. Tickets will be $10 each. 
Upcoming Dates:
· 3/6: 2nd/3rd concert – Alex to bring flowers and Coke. 
· 3/14: Spring dance – Ms Beecham looking to push to Friday after Trivia Night (April 11). 
· 3/17: Conference meal – Betsy is handling this
· 5/2: Galaxy Day – we’ll want to provide swag (backpacks?) for about 50 kids. Projecting for about 70 kids. Register Kindergarteners asap. We’ll need help from 9-10am and 1-2pm for someone to represent PTO while teachers work with kiddos. 
· Stephanie Simpson can come.
· 5/5: Teacher Appreciation Week – Betsy looking to bring in a coffee truck. 
· 5/9: Family picnic (½ day)
· 5/22: Day of Play and trimester parties
· End of year celebration
Finances:
· Trivia Night: Projecting income $12k, hoping to raise $14k (we spend $2k). Last year $7700 raised. 
· Bus fares and field trip expenses – all planned for
· 501c3 status is still on radar. More of end-of-year activity.
Room parents:
· Megan: still looking for staff bday treats for April. Will sent parent square
· Marquee updates: no longer need parent help anymore; staff is doing this
Equity updates: no updates
Larger initiatives:
· Playground:
· Have $40k from district earmarked for this. Would be ~ $200k for the new playground. 
· Parents are interested in donating for a specific initiative, seeing renderings about what the funds will go toward. There are questions about what exactly the courtyard refresh would look like. Shades? 
· Kelly Iffring’s husband (?) is a landscape developer. He could sit with teachers and talk about what they’d like to see there, what could be possible with the space. 
· Betsy: We should form a committee for these initiatives. Any time ground has to be broken, we need to let the district know and get them involved. Discuss at Trivia Night! 
· Jayvn Solomon Mural
· 5th graders working with an artist on a mural. He met with our 5th graders last week; painting will start in next couple of weeks. Will be on steps leading down to the gym.
· Ms. Beecham will check w/ Ms. Cook to see if she’s still doing penny wars. 
Cardinals tickets:
· We’re on for 18th annual trip to cardinals. Sunday, 9/21 at 1:15pm. Electronic sign-ups. Amy is working on google form. Hoping to launch ticket sales the week before spring break. 
Art t-shirts:
· Maria L. willing to have parents venmo her directly (versus send the $8 cash) and then give all that money to Ms. Cook. Ms. Beecham will ask Ms. Cook about this. 
Open items: 
· Buzz Book: quickest to just re-create the Buzz Book? Have each class fill out the info. 
· Ms. Beecham will ask if it’s OK for the PTO to own this doc on their Drive, or does she need to own it? 
· Betsy will get class list from Ms. Beecham and she’ll start the Gdoc. 
· Betsy will order Kindergarten signs
· Next meetings: 
· 4/7 exec meeting – Givens library
· 5/5 exec meeting -- Givens library
· Yearbook sales:
· PTO has historically paid for yearbooks for all 5th graders (37). We have a line item for this ($500 – for yearbooks AND graduation). Betsy will let Mr. Melanson know we have $500. Anything over that we’ll need to vote on. 
· Teacher grants:
· Betsy wants to let teachers know we have $$ set aside for teacher requests. They can apply if they need something. 
· Survey: Betsy wants to send something out closer to end of year. To parents about PTO, etc. 
· Need to publish before 5/7 meeting our PTO board/any open positions. Maybe we ditch “junior” and “senior” titles and go with “co” positions. 
· Amy Escott and Jamie Scott still plan to stay involved but no official titles assigned to them. 
· A “Welcome Committee” could be good to add (not PTO execs). Growth at Givens is obvious. “Family Outreach Committee”? Summer playdates, kindergarten signs, support for new families. 
· Edit “Volunteer Coordinators” to “Committees” on website. 
Ms. Beecham: 
· Updating character education focus. She’ll bring update to next PTO meeting. Updating “connect, discover, thrive” as they learn more about the needs of students. 
· May appreciation day where they invite community members, PTO, etc. Kids will celebrate them. 
· Tennis may be an option as an after-school program. 
Trivia Night:
· Now we have 3 event sponsors, 2 round sponsors
· Betsy has the solicitation letters; she can send. 
· Fire Dept. donated a ride to school in fire truck. 
· Spreadsheet in PTO drive under Fundraising. 
· Stephanie Simpson happy to ask Webster district about camps/sports clinics
· PTO usually purchases bottled water.
· Selling Guz’s pretzels. 

