Givens PTO 2024-2025[image: ]
December 2, 2024 Executive Meeting
6:00 pm / Llewelyn’s




Attendees: Betsy, Nicole, Alex, Audrey, Mitch, Cloris, Amy, Megan

1. October and November Minutes
a. Review and approve
i. Approved. 
2. Public PTO Meeting 
a. Spring Meeting Presenters/Topics
i. Family Tech Talk (PTO Today)
ii. First aid training
iii. Zaretta Hammond: Culturally Responsive Teaching and the Brain
1. She’ll be in StL in Feb. Betsy will reach out to her and ask her to speak at Givens. She may be expensive. 
3. Future Fundraising 
a. Fall Fundraiser
i. Late donations came in, plus fees for bounce house: total raised was $8312.63
b. Dine-Outs
i. Parkmore Dine-Out 11/12
1. 23 families, $295.05
ii. Hannah Updates
1. Revisit in January (Chipotle, Cyranos)
c. Trivia Night (April 5 @ Shrewsbury City Center)
i. Committee update: Amy would like to join the committee, Megan is interested. Maria/Sarah have run it in the past; now in more of a guidance role
ii. Game night is the theme
iii. Wait till after holidays to start solicitation letters (start this asap in Jan). Need to come up with list to see who is willing to help with solicitations (letters dropped off at businesses). 
iv. Sponsorship levels
1. 250, 350, 500?
2. Table level is lowest (gets them branding at that table)
v. Need another trivia-specific brainstorm
vi. Mitch/Natasha will run the money.
vii. Jeff (Amy’s husband) volunteered to MC trivia night (not host it)
d. Progressive dinner
i. Talk it up at the wine night to gauge interest.
e. Shopping Events
i. The Little – Wed., 12/4, 5-7pm (15% of proceeds goes to Givens PTO)
f. Raise Right
i. Do we want to communicate this out?
ii. Betsy will send info to Alex. Purchases would need to be made very soon (this week?)
g. City2
i. Does Ms. Perkins want to run again in the spring?
1. Bring it up w/ Ms. Beecham next month.
4. Upcoming Dates
a. 12/3: Fall conference teacher dinner (Audrey) – ordered for 40
b. 12/5: 4th-5th grade concert: flowers for Ms. Brinker / Pepsi for Ms. Cook
i. Betsy will be there and will bring this. 
c. 1/2: Welcome back teacher breakfast (Natasha)
i. What do you need from the group?
ii. Gift cards
1. $25 Target gift cards for all staff/teachers
2. Amy can reach out to get Adventure Club staff list
iii. Thank you notes
1. All cards signed during meeting
d. 1/23: STEM Night
i. Lead – Justin Nemeth interested, Nicole/Ryan Tache may also help; Betsy will start email
ii. Ideas for table – density experiment, floating objects in flat/salt water? Justin has ideas, too.
e. 2/6: Grapevine Wine and Spirits Fundraising event
i. Update – launching reg for this soon.
f. 2/13: Day of Play and trimester parties
g. 2/21: Winter Dance
h. April: Trivia night (committee: Maria, Sarah P., Betsy, Hannah, Audrey)
i. w/o 5/5: Teacher Appreciation week (Betsy)
j. 5/22: Day of Play and trimester parties
k. End of year celebration 
5. Finances (Mitch/Natasha)
a. Monthly budget update: expenses, income 
i. Spent $200 bus for recent field trip
ii. Pretty quiet otherwise
iii. Months ago paid out Book Battle
iv. Sister Circle – Mitch will check with Sarah Aguilar about when payment is needed. 
v. Who ran chess club last year? Laura Adango. Do we want to do it in spring? We collected money for it last year at trivia night.
1. Talk with Ms. Beecham about this in january. Hard thing is that nobody has stepped up to run it. St. Louis Chess Club? Mitch could reach out to them. 
6. Room Parents (Audrey/Megan)
a. Update
i. No updates
7. Equity Updates
a. No updates
b. Cloris would like to see an equivalent of sister circle for boys – seems to be a need for this. But nobody has volunteered. Cloris can either reach out to Sarah Aguilar. 
8. Larger Initiatives
a. Playground
i. Ms. Beecham has vendor information
b. Courtyard
i. We now have a giant chess set we can put it in the courtyard. Natasha got this. 
ii. This is further down the list, but we need to get some ideas/bids for what we can do out there. 
iii. Ask Ms. Beecham in January. 
c. Jayvn Solomon Mural ($1500)
i. Initiative pushed back to March for Givens
ii. Betsy is going to pause her fundraising work on this for now. 
iii. Grant Information:
1. We made it to the second round for the WG Foundation. Betsy submitted the grant in late October. The grant would be awarded in March 2025.
2. The Ditto grant starts accepting applications on 10/15 for the 24-25 school year. That particular grant deadline is 4/1/25 and isn't awarded until May 2025.
9. Open Items
a. Upcoming Meetings
i. 1/6 Exec meeting in Givens Library
ii. 2/3 Exec meeting offsite
b. Kindergarten Sign
i. Old Design vs. New (Betsy working on designs. Will review in December meeting and present final ideas to Ms. B in January for approval.)
1. Group likes option #2. Will bring it up in Jan. 
c. Buzz Book
i. Ms. Beecham/Ms. Peeples working on 
d. Zoey’s Attic 
i. Keep or remove from site?
1. We don’t pay for this. Supply/demand issues have been resolved. 
2. Leave it up for now. 
e. Cardinals tickets
i. Amy is taking this over. Megan and Rachel Sweeney are helping. Amy is calling Cardinals tomorrow to solidify dates. 
ii. Cardinals are changing how they do all of this. Will request 400 tickets, we have to sell at least 300 for kids to sing. Grades 2-5 can sing next year. 
1. We sold 358 tickets last year. 
iii. They’ll give us best available tickets next year. 
iv. We will be able to purchase tickets for immediate family plus others (and also donated tickets) on form. 
v. Goal is to have hot dog/drink included in ticket. 
vi. May be $1.50-$2 extra per ticket that we earn. 
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