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January 13, 2025 Executive Meeting
6:00 pm / Givens Library


1. December Minutes
a. Review and approve
2. Public PTO Meeting 
a. Meeting Date
b. Spring Meeting Presenters/Topics
i. Zaretta Hammond: Culturally Responsive Teaching and the Brain
1. She told Betsy/Ms. Beecham she’d do a 2-hr talk for free. Feb. 21 she’s in town for another talk, scheduling may be an issue. She may come in one day early and we can get her hotel, possibly. Betsy will follow up soon. 
ii. Family Tech Talk (PTO Today)
1. First see if Zaretta is a go. Otherwise, we can look at the dates these are scheduled. 
a. Present Wait ‘til 8? 
b. Present district stance on cell phone usage during schooltime (Dr. Jason Adams would be a good place to start)
c. Present tech talk by PTO Today
iii. First aid training
c. Future PTO meeting
i. Maybe have new superintendent speak?
3. Future Fundraising 
a. Dine-Outs
i. Spring planning
1. Chipotle (Hannah looking into this – will forward details to Jamie)
2. Cane’s (Hannah looking into this – will forward details to Jamie)
3. Amighetti’s (another option)
4. Last year, it was successful due to location (Parkmoor was always popular) not every month. 
b. Trivia Night
i. Brainstorm Meeting
1. Betsy will send an invitation
ii. Solicitations
1. Look and feel
a. Amy’s flier looks great (group likes blue version); she’s also drafting a FAQ
2. Company Sponsors
a. Besty met with Ms. Amy Foster (she’s reaching out to 25 local businesses; larger list of those businesses who can afford 250-500 level). Betsy finalizing solicitation list. 
3. Solicitation letters
a. Betsy drafted; awaiting final feedback from the district regarding inclusion of title 1 messaging.
4. Community “Call for Donations”
a. Via Gazette
b. Yorba and Brian are on board to MC.
c. Amy’s husband willing to help with silent auction portion of the night.
c. Progressive dinner
d. Shopping Events
i. The Little recap
1. Hannah: limited participation. Donated $150. 
ii. Spring planning
1. Call it for the year.
e. Raise Right
i. 9 participants / $5.10 Nov - Dec
ii. Thoughts on promoting this
1. Revisit in Fall.
f. City2
i. Does Ms. Perkins want to run again?
1. Ms. Beecham will ask Ms. Perkins if she wants to run it or if PTO will run it. Depending on cost, use as a fundraiser.
4. Upcoming Dates
a. 1/2: Welcome back teacher breakfast (Natasha)
i. Recap
1. Went well, got food from Panera (bagels, coffee, yogurt, berries, granola)
2. To show appreciation for Adventure Club staff, Amy text’d parents and earned enough money to give each $75 gift cards.
b. 1/23 (tentative): STEM Night @ 5:30, Givens 
i. Leads: Justin Nemeth and Ryan Tache (tentatively)
1. Microscope – banana DNA
ii. Needs from PTO?
1. No
iii. Kindergarten info night now 1/30, there has been stress on teachers/staff because of snow days, other events coming up…so Ms. Beacham not sure STEM night will still work for 1/23. She’ll let us know soon.
c. 2/6: Grapevine Wine and Spirits Fundraising event, 6p-8p
i. Update
1. Have 34 sign-ups. Covered cost of the event, so now we’re making $$.
2. Audrey is planning to supply lite bites.  
3. Reach out to The Hub and reach out to local photographer for donation of larger item to auction off during wine night.
d. 2/13: Day of Play and trimester parties
i. Ms. Beacham: Students can give Valentine’s; it’s Kindness Week.
e. 2/21: Winter Dance
i. Push to 2/28 if Zaretta comes through for 2/21. 
f. April: Trivia night (committee: Maria, Sarah P., Betsy, Hannah, Audrey)
i. April 5, 5:30pm
g. w/o 5/5: Teacher Appreciation week (Betsy)
i. Betsy to reach out to coffee truck
h. 5/22: Day of Play and trimester parties
i. End of year celebration 
i. Maybe we do something, maybe we don’t. Talk about this in March. Potentially have a PTO “table/event” at art day or field day. 
5. Finances (Mitch/Natasha)
a. Monthly budget update: expenses vs. income 
i. Raised $1k between donations, dine-outs
ii. Natasha tried PTO Today free trial, but didn’t like it. 
iii. Money Minder – she’ll try a free trial of this budgeting software and test it.
b. 501(c)(3)
i. Parking lot. 
ii. We refile in July. New EIN number would need to be received by then (for 501c3 status) for the following year.
c. Dreambox
i. $5k to renew this. K-2 students. Can offer for the same price access for K-5. 
ii. Ms. Beacham wonders if PTO can fund $2500 (half of the total budget) of this. 
iii. Mitch: we have $1700 floating in teacher request line item right now. We can maybe use trivia night funds to supplement. Buy $200 toward Dreambox. 
iv. Access expired last Thursday. So, we need to know soon. 
v. Do we have budget now? Yes
vi. Do we want to? Betsy moves to approve, Natasha seconds. 
1. Approved. 
vii. Do we include this as a new line item to our budget? Deal with this in May. Ms. Beacham would always want to do the half ($2500).
6. Room Parents (Audrey/Megan)
a. Update
b. Buzz Book
i. Since we moved to new system (from SIS to Infinite Campus), it’s harder (not possible?) to extract contact info.
ii. Ms. Beacham will let us know if we can help (populate the old Buzz Book?)
iii. Ms. Peeples can work with Jamie. 
7. Equity Updates
a. No representation from Equity this meeting. No updates. 
8. Larger Initiatives
a. Playground
i. Ms. Beacham: Did walk with CFO. He wants to bring more district support into plan. She’ll see what direction that goes in.
b. Courtyard
i. This is another item to push for. 
ii. Mitch: we have small beautification line item.
c. Jayvn Solomon Mural
i. Initiative pushed back to March for Givens
1. Painting supposed to start week of April 1. 
2. Funding is approved but we’re trying to backfill. 
3. Ms. Beacham to get with Ms. Cook to do penny wars. Selling shirts is also an option.
ii. Grant Information:
1. We made it to the second round for the WG Foundation. Betsy submitted the grant in late October. The grant would be awarded in March 2025.
9. Open Items
a. Upcoming Meetings
i. 2/3 Exec meeting offsite: Frisco upstairs?
ii. 3/3 Exec meeting Givens Library
b. Kindergarten Sign
i. Approve new signs
1. Ms. Beacham likes #2 also.
2. Betsy will order
c. Givens Galaxy Day (May 2, 9-10, 1-2)
i. Welcoming new Kindergartners, play games with students, introduce them to school. 
d. Teacher Grants
i. Discuss past procedures, feasibility for this year
1. Putting a process in place would be good. Teachers don’t really know how to ask PTO for stuff. Google Form? Suggest specifying this request form is for items $100 or less. Items ideally need to be tied to school improvement goals. See how Edgar Road does this. Set deadline for requests.
2. Teachers get $300-$400 budget for their class each year. 
e. Student Clubs
i. Sister Circle
1. Still ongoing. Ms. Beacham: How can the group get funds (from already approved money) for snacks? They can submit receipt for reimbursement, etc. Mitch is flexible.
2. The initial budget request was for $1,000 to bring in an expert in the field to conduct SC. Local teachers conducting instead so total $1,000 isn’t needed. Instead, a portion of the funds will be reallocated towards snacks.
ii. Chess Club
1. Last year, folks donated to Chess Club. Ms. Beacham: nobody has stepped up to run this. 
2. Mitch: last year we raised $2900 and spent $4000. 
3. We still have $1k in budget. 
4. Next year, think about Webster Univ. getting involved? Would still need a teacher sponsor or parent willing to run.
iii. Brother Circle
1. There’s interest but we need someone to run this. 
f. Cardinals Tickets
i.  Amy Escott is managing for next year. 
1. Date is Sept. 21. Last Sunday game of the year, vs. Brewers. Tickets will be $23 per person. Draft promo materials. 2nd-5th will sing. 
2. Try to launch sales before spring break. 
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