Whitney Ave Elementary Parent Teacher Organization Meeting
Thursday 2/12/26, 3:30 – 4:30 P.M. Room D5
Next meeting details: Thursday March 12, 2026 at 5:00-6:00 P.M. Online only
Notes added in purple text below. Action items highlighted.
In Attendance: Suha Salman (interpreter), Sofia Andreichenko (interpreter), Valentina Panaynne (interpreter), M.Yousuf Javid (interpreter), Martha Huezo (interpreter), Arron G (interpreter), Julie Sagara (teacher), Chelsea Spier (parent), Brian Fohl (parent), Mary Cardoso (interim principal), Whitney Belton (staff/parent), Luis Cruz Solache (FACE team)
Agenda
1. Welcome and introductions (5 minutes) 
2. Whitney Ave Elementary Family Cook Book (10 minutes)
· Luis will share the translated flyers. The English version is below. Luis will make copies based on the number of students that speak each language at home to ad will bring by the school to distribute. We will also post to talking points.
· Jot Note is set up to accept recipe submissions in the 6 most common languages spoken by families at the school. (all have been translated except Ukrainian so far) https://forms.sanjuan.edu/260324866746061
· Will start advertising Friday 13th and the due date for submissions will be Friday 3/13/26
3. Revitalizing the campus garden (30 minutes)
· Grant: Applied for the Sacramento Perennial Plant Society grant. Will hear if we get that or not this weekend. We did win this grant which will fund fruit trees, grape vines, perennial herbs and drip irrigation/weed cloth for the garden!!
· Julie is working on other grants using some of the same wording from this application and has ordered art supplies for the garden like stepping stone kits.
·  So far we have planted some native flowers in one of the beds (common madia, CA poppy, elegant clarkia, sage), one bed has strawberry and onion starts, another bed we planted snap peas, 2 kinds of carrots and raddish (the snap peas have started to sprout), in the 4th bed we have 3 kinds of lettuce seeds planted (black seeded, romaine and butterhead) just last week. There are still 2 more left to add plants to.
· March we will start having classes visit the garden. We are looking for more volunteers for this. Please email Chelsea if you are interested in volunteering at OwenCiprisAndMom@gmail.com
4. Next family night event (5 minutes): Family Fun Day on April 15 at 3:30-5:30 pm. Details TBD.  Parent Volunteers will be needed. Big thank you to the volunteers that helped with the January STEM night!!
5. Budget and Future fundraisers (10 minutes)
· Penny wars was a huge success. We raised $669! We also raised $61 at the STEM night with snack sales.
· Current funds: Current funds: $972 in cash and $431 in the school’s donation account (includes the December checks from Box Tops, Chipotle and Dave’s Hot Chicken fundraisers)
· Future fundraisers: decorating school pawprint spring theme (likely will do this right before April 15th family event so it can be displayed there) & restaurant fund raiser at Skip’s kitchen scheduled for Feb 24th (flyer attached). Tattoo your teacher event. Julie said several of the teachers are interested in this and has heard it’s a great fundraiser at other schools. She will send around an interest form after the president’s week to all teachers.  
6. Fun Community building activities (10 minutes)
· Picnic in the park: sometime in the Spring. Possibly at Gibbons park
7. Next steps and closing, next meeting details: Thursday March 12, 2026 at 5:00-6:00 Room TBD. 
· Adjournment
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Whitney Family Cook Book

Help us celebrate our students’ diversity with recipes from
home. The Parent Teacher Organization invites cach family to
submit a favorite dish that represents your heritage. Entries can
be in both English and your home language; translation support
is available.

To submit your entry please enter your families recipe using the
QR code or link below.

https://forms.sanjuan.edu/2603
24866746061

Students can print the submission to share in class. The class
with the most submissions will earn a special surprise.

All students are encouraged to submit art work to be included in
the cookbook. Please include your name and class and with your
artwork and submit to your teacher.

Recipe and Art submissions due December 15th.

The complete cookbook will be shared with all families
clectronically at no cost.
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Whitney Family Cook Book Art
Submission form

Name:
Grade:
Teacher:

My drawingis a pictureof:
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and Whitney Avenue Elementary
invites you to our donation night
benefitting Whitney Avenue Elementary.
That night, Skip’s Kitchen will donate 15% of

their sales to our cause.
So, come in:

February 24™,
from 3-9 p.m.

You must present this flyer (electronic or paper) in
order to receive the donation.

Skip’s Kitchen is located
at 4717 El Camino Ave.

(near Mission Ave.)
916.514.0830
www.skipskitchen.com

Order online @ skipskitchen.com and receive an extra $2.00 donation!!
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