WMES PTO Meeting Minutes - February 2, 2026
WMES Media Center 7:00pm
1. Call to Order- 7:01pm
2. Secretary Report - motion to approve January minutes: Ivy/2nd Kayla
3. Treasurer Report - January expenses: new library books, Kindergarten roundup (decor, cookies), preparation for I Love to Read Month, preparation for Strides
4.  Public Relations Report - Family Fiesta day 2/3, DQ Art Nights 2/11 and 2/25
5.  Old Business- Kindergarten Roundup recap: 50+ kids attended, 21 new families, 30+ have already registered. Improved flow from previous years, specialists teachers pairing up worked well- PTO volunteers may not be necessary in the future
6.  New Business
a. I Love To Read Month (Superhero)- fun activities planned (Paige Turner will be hidden daily for students to find, mystery reader videos, masked staff members for students to guess, reading challenge); PTO will purchase a book for each student; Family Night 2/26: decorate a mask, photo booth, vote on door decorating
b. Parent Teacher Conference (March 19 & 24)
i. Book Fair- will ask NHS students to work, watch for sign up link to fill spots
ii. Conference Meals- cater one night (will reach out to Marketplace, La 
Catrina?), other night will be potluck (soups and sandwich bar)-watch for sign up link 
c. Easter Eggstravaganza- chamber will likely request we provide material and run a craft station at the event April 4- watch for more info
d. Strides update- May 2
i. Send out auction & sponsorship mailings
ii. T-shirt- design finalized
iii. Work on student paperwork- send home week before Spring Break; will include link to purchase shirt, link for Cheddar Up site to donate, prize levels, goal and plans for money raised
iv. Solidify day of food & Activities
1. Squeaky Cow, Leonardo’s (pizza, hoagies, sweet treats) and Papa D’s secured; waiting to finalize coffee option
2. Air Balloon Update- high cost, will check in to llamas instead
v. Prizes for students- brainstorm various prizes for different levels of money raised
e. Celebration of Learning Evening- May 28 from 4-6pm; 5pm School of Excellence Award Ceremony will take place. Request for PTO to purchase field trip shirts for next year early (this Spring) and incorporate School of Excellence achievement and capture our current students in an all-school photo (students in blue, staff in red to form WM logo)
f. Ninja Course/Track & Field Day- May 28: this year will be organized stations (high school students and parent volunteers will be needed) and the ninja course may be an every other year event to keep it exciting
g. Playground shade- Watertown Lions declined grant request for shade structure; will plan to rearrange other funds as necessary and include this as our goal/plans for money raised from Strides this year
h. Future Leadership Opportunities- positions are covered for next year
7. Open Discussion- a latex free alternative for balloons/balloon arch for the future is worth checking in to- concern raised over the use of latex balloons for those will allergies
8. Adjourn- 8:04 motion to adjourn: Ms O’Connell/2nd Abby
NEXT MEETING**March 2nd**

