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Nita M. Lowey 21st Century Community Learning Centers Grant Program  
[bookmark: _Hlk190790917]Legislative Intent and GoalsGrant Webpage: https://ed.cde.state.co.us/studentsupport/21stcclc
Legislation:
Title IV, Part B, of the ESEA, as amended by the ESSA of 2015

The 21st Century Community Learning Centers (21st CCLC) competitive grant program is authorized under Title IV, Part B, of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA), as amended by the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) of 2015. This program supports the creation of community learning centers that provide academic enrichment opportunities during non-school hours for K-12 students, particularly students who attend high-poverty and low-performing schools. The program helps students meet state and local academic standards in core academic subjects, such as reading and math; offers students a broad array of enrichment activities that can complement their regular academic programs; and offers literacy and other educational services to the families of participating children.
Subgrantees and Funding
In 2024-2025, CDE managed three cohorts of subgrantees (Cohorts 9, 10, and 11) for a total of 46 subgrants and 91 centers across Colorado. Subgrants were evenly distributed between community-based organizations (CBOs) and local educational agencies (LEAs). CDE was allocated $12,975,323 for FY2024 and administered between $64,000 and $180,000 per center. All 21st CCLC funded sites in Colorado operate on a three-year grant cycle with the option to continue funding for up to two additional years of funding if they meet exemplar criteria. This is also contingent upon continued federal appropriations for the 21st CCLC grant. The map below shows the geographic distribution of funded centers across all regions of the state. The area pulled out in the upper right corner shows the distribution of programming in the Denver metro area.
[image: A map of the state of Colorado and where centers are located. ]
Reporting Metrics and Outcomes 2024-2025
21st CCLC Performance Measures and Participation Targets 
CDE requires all subgrantees to develop one State Performance Measure with quantifiable outcomes in each of these three areas: 1) Core Academics, 2) Essential Skills/Educational Enrichment, and 3) Family Engagement. These performance measures are directly connected to the intent of the 21st CCLC grant program as authorized by the ESSA. CDE requires all subgrantees to submit an annual end-of-year report on the progress they have made on their specific performance measures and validate their responses with data. In 2024-2025, 55% of subgrantees exceeded or met their performance measures. 
CDE also requires all subgrantees to propose participation targets for each center and monitors their progress in meeting approved participation targets throughout the grant period. The table below summarizes 2024-2025 data for three of the four participation targets required by CDE (Average Daily Attendance outcomes are not included below). 
24,432
STUDENTS ATTENDED PROGRAMMING AT LEAST ONCE
5,953
STUDENTS PARTICIPATED ON A REGULAR BASIS (75 HOURS OR MORE)
15,313
FAMILY MEMBERS PARTICIPATED IN AT LEAST ONE ACTIVITY

Other demographics: 52% were grades PK-5*, 24% were grades 6-8, and 23% were grades 9-12; 50% females and 50% males; 72% identified their race as white and 55% identified their ethnicity as Hispanic or Latino. *If PK students were served in programs, they were served as part of the subgrantee’s family engagement activities.
Centers Offered Academic and Enrichment Activities 
The most popular activities in 2024-2025 with over 18,000 participants included Well-Rounded Education Activities, including credit recovery, Healthy and Active Lifestyle, Academic Enrichment, Parenting Skills and Family Literacy, STEM, including computer science, Cultural Programs, and Literacy Education. 
Program Outcomes Reported to U.S. Department of Education 
The U.S. Department of Education (ED) requires CDE to report on five 21st CCLC Government Performance and Results Act (GPRA) measures for the U.S. Congress and ED. The following outcomes are reported annually for students who participate in 21st CCLC programs: 1) Academic Achievement, 2) Student GPA, 3) School-Day Attendance, 4) Student Behavior, and 5) Student Engagement. In the 2024-2025 school year, day-school teachers completed surveys for 5,393 regular student participants for a 96% return rate. The percentage to the right summarizes the 21st CCLC teacher survey results. 92%
OF STUDENTS IMPROVED OR MAINTAINED THEIR SCHOOL-DAY ENGAGEMENT

21ST CCLC Success Stories 
CDE requires all subgrantees to provide stories of success in the areas of students’ academic and enrichment experiences, family participation, and partner collaboration in an annual end-of-year report. The following success stories were pulled from subgrantees’ 2024-25 EOY report (Quotations have been edited for clarity and brevity, and some language has been removed or modified to protect the identity of students and programs):
[image: ]Our 21st CCLC program has fostered a wide range of meaningful collaborations with local organizations and individuals that have significantly enriched student experiences. Among these impactful relationships, one particularly unexpected but powerful partnership has developed with a local animal shelter. During each visit, students help care for animals and assist shelter staff with daily tasks, fostering a strong sense of responsibility, empathy, and community service. This partnership has become a favorite among students and staff alike, offering both emotional benefits and life skills. It also led to direct, meaningful outcomes – one student now volunteers at the shelter independently, and two students adopted animals they connected with during their visits. This collaboration has not only enriched the program, but also helped students build confidence, compassion, and real-world connections that extend well beyond the classroom.”
[image: ]One student, initially uncertain about pursuing education after high school, discovered her passion and future career path through the after-school cosmetology sessions. The hands-on experience, coupled with supportive mentorship, sparked an interest in the beauty industry, and she made the decision to enroll in a technical school to further develop her skills in cosmetology. Her journey highlights the transformative impact that enrichment programming can have in guiding students toward attaining career goals.”
Contact Information
For more information, contact: 
	Cody Buchanan
Out-of-School Time Program Supervisor, Office of Student Support
Email: Buchanan_C@cde.state.co.us 
Phone: 720-614-8665
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