Chidera & Lena: Notes on Ellie Patterson’s “Just Another Fish”

While selecting the artwork, we found curiosity and playfulness in the addition of the jewelry embellishing the fish. The jewels almost personify whoever the fish may be. There were so many fun attention-to-detail elements that really brought the piece to life, from a gold ring on the fish’s fin to dashes of blue and purple that make the highlights pop; there was special time and care put into “Just Another Fish.” We loved how using only green for both the fish and the background, and all the different shades & soft brushstrokes, created a sense of tranquillity, and we thought this paired well with the feelings of solitude and stillness in Emily’s poem. 

We also loved the tension between the title of the piece and the fish’s attitude. While just another fish may suggest mundanity, this extraordinarily blinged-out fish seems truly unimpressed and unbothered. This is a fish like no other made by an artist like no other. So while Lena and I could keep talking about this piece, we think it’s best to turn it over to the artist to tell us what was going on in her mind. Please welcome Ellie Patterson to the stage to dive deeper into “just another fish.”

Molly & Georgina: Notes on Emily Yang’s “Words from an All-Nighter”
Our featured piece of this month’s installment is Words from an All-Nighter, written by Emily Yang. It captures that all-too-familiar late-night feeling of juggling assignments, exhaustion, and the small, quiet moments in between when you just stop, notice yourself, and acknowledge your habitual routines. The poem opens with vivid and playful metaphors: a dying cactus, a wilting flower, a cooked mushroom, all of which immediately pull you into the specificity of the speaker’s experience. Each image is surprising, specific, and funny, while also showcasing a real sense of struggle. We were immediately drawn to the relatability of the poem, as I am sure we have all experienced countless late nights full of procrastinated assignments and chaos. Particularly, we appreciated the way the speaker ends the piece by apologizing to their own body with the line, “apologies to my flesh and bones, I would love you if I could.” It’s a raw confession of honesty that many of us recognize. And of course, we can’t forget the rhymes! They pop up in the most unexpected of places, twisting words like “boiled” and “broiled,” adding a playful tone that contrasts with the speaker’s exhaustion and makes the final, quiet apology to their body feel even more tender.

Ellie Patterson’s Artist Statement:
Hi everyone, my name is Ellie Patterson and this is a painting I made titled “Just Another Fish”. I initially came up with the idea of a fish wearing random pieces of jewelry in Ms. Bush’s calc class, and ended up really pushing myself technique-wise. A lot about the fish was very difficult for me to really figure out, especially the scales and finding a way to make them uniform but still natural looking. Conceptually I tried to involve more symbolism in the meaning of the painting. Visually, it's obviously just a fish wearing jewelry, and I think that idea ties into humanity too. We’re all just people, and even if someone has something you don’t, like how the fish has the necklaces and earrings, they're still just a person, like how the fish is still just another fish. What makes you special is not what you have, but who you are; I think a lot of people tend to forget that. Thanks.



