
[bookmark: REGULAR_BOARD_OF_EDUCATION_MEETING_-_Oct]REGULAR BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING

January 13, 2026 at 6:00 PM
Palos East Elementary
7700 W. 127th St.
Palos Heights, IL

1. [bookmark: Call_to_Order][bookmark: Roll_Call]Call to Order. Pam Paris, Board President, called the Regular Meeting of January 13, 2026, to order at 6:00 p.m.

2. Roll Call. Board members present: Pam Paris, Board President, Mike Pizur, Vice President, Susan Szafranski, Secretary; Dan Cox, Jennifer Jensen, Kevin Quinn. Others Present: Dr. Anthony Scarsella, Superintendent of Schools; Erin Deval, Assistant Superintendent of Student Services, Scott Fox, Director of IT; Terri Dodds, Assistant Director of Student Services; Dr. Huwaida Hamed, Director of EL; Rob Szklanecki, Director of Teaching and Learning; Justin Veihman, Chief School Business Official; Allison Grasso, Palos East Principal; Jennifer Peloquin, Palos West Principal; Dr. Stuart Wrzesinski, Palos South Principal; Sara Leahy, Palos South Assistant Principal; Andrea Ramoley, Palos East Assistant Principal; Kristie Tieri, Palos West Assistant Principal; Brock Stein, Director of Communications; Members Absent: Dr. Tim Baker

3. [bookmark: Pledge_of_Allegiance]Pledge of Allegiance. The Board the assembled audience in the Pledge of Allegiance.

4. [bookmark: Public_Comment_-_(Agenda_Items)][bookmark: President's_Report]Public Comment - (Agenda Items). None

5. [bookmark: Report_to_the_Board][bookmark: MPA]President's Report. Mrs. Paris asked Mr. Quinn to read a section of the Oath of Office/Code of Conduct as a reminder and affirmation of the commitment of each board member to faithfully discharge their duties in pursuit of fulfilling the school district’s mission and vision. Mrs. Paris recognized the artwork on display from Mrs. Marina Gallovitch’s third grade art classes at Palos West. She reminded those in attendance of the following important dates: January 19th: No School: Martin Luther King Day; January 23rd: Frozen Jr. at Stagg High School at 6:00 p.m.; January 24th: Frozen Jr. at Stagg High School at 6:00 p.m.; January 31st: Foundation Trivia Night at 7:00 p.m.; February 3rd: Finance and Facilities Committee Meeting at Central at 6:00 p.m.; February 6: Half Day Teacher Institute; February 6: PFA Family Ice Skating (2-4 pm); February 10th:	Regular Board of Education Meeting at Central at 6:00 p.m.; February 16th: No School: Presidents Day; February 25: South Student Council Trivia Night in the Commons (6:30 pm); March 6th: PFA Spring Fundraiser at Signature Barn 6:00 p.m.; March 6th: Registration for 2026-27 school year opens 9:00 a.m.
6. Administrative Report. In his report to the Board of Education, Dr. Scarsella thanked the students and families at Palos West who collected 1052 pairs of gloves and mittens for their 35th-annual mitten drive. The donations were given to the students at Joliet School District 86. Ms. Flemings's 5th grade classroom won a hot cocoa party for collecting the most donations. He also thanked Mrs. Judd who organized the fundraiser. He congratulated the Palos South Cheer Team which finished in first place in the Small Junior High Division at the 2026 Middle School Matchup cheer competition on January 10. The team is coached by South teachers Ashley Partin and Brittney Kmiecik. He recognized Palos East’s student council which assembled goodie bags for Ronald McDonald House in Oak Lawn. He thanked teacher Cathy Casey for her work with the student council. He congratulated Palos South’s 8th grade and 6 and 7th grade boys volleyball teams who both won their SWIC post-season tournament games last month. The 8th grade team finished the season 13-1 and tied for first place in the conference. The teams are coached by teachers Angela Turner and Kelsey Safranek.

 
7.  Committee Reports

7.1 Policy Committee. Mr. Cox reported that the Policy Committee met on December 16, 2025, when Dr. Scarsella reviewed with the members PRESS Policy Update 120 which he recommended be moved to a first reading. Members of the administration gave a presentation on D118 discipline policies.

7.2 Finance and Facilities Committee. Mr. Pizur reported that the Finance and Facilities Committee met on January 6, 2026, and that Dr. Scarsella and Mr. Veihman provided an update on five-year financial projections, reviewed a resolution setting the fiscal year, and reviewed an intergovernmental agreement with Cook County Emergency Telephone System. Mr. Veihman recommended that the Board appoint himself and Dr. Scarsella to prepare the tentative FY27 budget.

7.3 Foundation. Mrs. Pacholski, Foundation Trustee, reported that the Educational Foundation’s Trivia Night Fundraiser would be held on January 31 and sign up can be completed through the District 118 website.

7.4 Parent Faculty Association (PFA). Mrs. Bleskin, PFA President, reported that the PFA would host an ice skating event for students and families during the afternoon of Feb. 6. Early bird sign ups are now open for the March 6 80’s night fundraiser. Valentine party sign ups will open January 16. White Sox Day is April 26 where the 118 choirs will sing. There are many opportunities for Art Chat volunteers to teach lessons. More information about all events and sign ups can be found on the PFA website.

7.5 MPA. No report.

8. New Business. 

8.1 Board of Education Policies First Reading-PRESS Issue 120. The Board held a first reading of board policy updates from PRESS+ Issue 120.
9. Secretary's Report

a. [bookmark: Correspondence_Received][bookmark: Correspondence_Sent]Correspondence Received. Mrs. Szafranski reported that the District received a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request from Travis Ter Haar and that the request had been completed.
b. Correspondence Sent. None
10. [bookmark: Recommended_For_Consent_Agenda][bookmark: Approval_of_Personnel_Report_A-Certified]Recommended For Consent Agenda. A motion was made by Mrs. Jensen and seconded by Mr. Pizur for the Board to approve the following agenda items 10.1 through 10.9 under a consent agenda.

10.1 Approval to Keep Closed Session Minutes for the Preceding Six-Month Period and to Destroy Audio Tapes of the Closed Session Minutes through June 2024
10.2 Approve a Resolution Setting the Fiscal Year and Designating Dr. Scarsella and Mr. Veihman to Prepare the Budget
10.3 Approval of Intergovernmental Agreement with Cook County Emergency Telephone System for Indoor School Mapping
10.4 Approval of Bookfair Contract with Anderson Bookfair Company for Palos South and Palos East.


10.5 Approval of 2026-2027 Contract with Van Gogh Photographers for Palos East, West and South.
10.6 Approval of Personal Report A-Certified Staff: FMLA: Gina Marek, Math Teacher, South
10.7 Approval of Personal Report B-Classified Staff: Resignation: Paul Pena, Custodian, East; David McKrieth, Bus Driver, Transportation
10.8 Approval of Minutes Regular and Special Meetings, Regular Meeting dated December 9, 2025, and Special Meeting dated December 16, 2025, and January 6, 2026.
10.9 Authorize Payment of Bills Payable and Payrolls and Aggregate Total Approval: $2,998,092.62
11. [bookmark: Public_Comment-(Non-Agenda_Items)][bookmark: Closed_Session]Public Comment- (Non-Agenda Items). None
12. [bookmark: The_appointment,_employment,_compensatio][bookmark: Adjournment]Closed Session. None
13. Action After Closed Session. A motion was made by Mrs. Safranski and seconded by Mr. Pizur to approve a separation agreement and general release for Jennifer Tiernan. The roll call vote was, Aye votes: Mrs. Paris, Mr. Pizur, Mrs. Szafranski, Mr. Cox, Mrs. Jensen, Mr. Quinn. Nay votes: none. The motion passed.
14. Adjournment. A motion was made by Mrs. Szafranski and seconded by Mr. Cox that the Board of Education adjourn the meeting. The roll call vote was, Aye votes: Mrs. Paris, Mr. Pizur, Mrs. Szafranski, Mr. Cox, Mrs. Jensen, Mr. Quinn. Nay votes: None. The motion passed and the Board adjourned at 6:15 p.m.
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