To increase Board/Public Communications, after each Board of Education meeting, an email highlighting Board discussions and actions will be sent to parents, staff, and anyone who has requested to receive district email communications. The following was accomplished at the January 29, 2026, meeting:

I. To keep our Community informed, the Board:
a. Asked Assistant Superintendent Manuel to provide an update on the recent water quality report for Jericho buildings. New regulations introduced in the past twelve months lowered allowable lead levels from 15 parts per billion to 5 parts per billion.  Testing throughout the District revealed three faucets of concern, all in non-student accessible areas.  The District implemented a remediation plan for those three outlets, and upon completion, all three are now in compliance.  The full analysis report is available on the District website.
b. Recognized Cantiague Principal Joseph Sapienza’s tremendous contribution to our schools and community over the past two decades, and announced his resignation, effective June 30, to assume a more senior position outside the Jericho District.

II. Principal Sapienza and students from Cantiague Elementary School provided an update on their classroom activities and highlighted this year’s theme, “Work Smarter, Not Harder!”

III. Middle School and High School representatives updated the community about recent and upcoming student events, activities and recognitions. The Joint PTA Council president reviewed the past month’s activities of the Council’s constituent organizations and highlighted those organizations’ upcoming events.

IV. Superintendent Kravitz announced the commencement of the District’s Strategic Planning Process, informing community members that letters indicating how to participate will be going out by mail in February.

V. Assistant Superintendent for Business Affairs Victor Manuel delivered the first of four public presentations on the Budget for the 2026-2027 school year.

This presentation reviewed the District’s Building Condition Survey and detailed new capital projects totaling approximately $6 million to be funded from both Capital Reserve V and the ’26-’27 budget.  Mr. Manuel also indicated that the District will be seeking approval to establish Capital Reserve VI to fund future capital projects.

The remaining portion of the presentation primarily focused on proposed spending for central office and building administration, and operations and maintenance.

The slides for this presentation can be found on the District website by clicking here: https://www.jerichoschools.org/departments/business-and-finance

VI. As part of its New Business, the Board
a. Moved the date of the Board meeting with Budget Workshop #3 from Thursday, March 5, 2026 to Tuesday, March 3, 2026.
b. Approved the hiring of The Leading Edge (TLE) to assist in the District’s Strategic Planning process.
c. Accepted a generous donation from the Middle School PTSA for a March 19 author visit and presentation.
d. Approved a resolution: reiterating its decision to opt out of any and all regionalization plans and efforts created under the NYSED regionalization regulation; stating it will not participate in, be included in, or be compelled to join any regionalization plan or implementation activity on or before January 15, 2035, unless expressly authorized by a future vote of the Board; and directing the Superintendent of Schools to send a letter on the Board’s behalf indicating its decision to opt out of regionalization.

VII. All information, including the full agenda and schedules, is available on the District website or by clicking here: https://jerichoschools.community.highbond.com/document/30449/?lastModified=639052951457630000

VIII. The Board Meeting in its entirety is available for viewing on the District website or by clicking here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m4oDQc2__5w

The next regular meeting of the Board of Education, including Budget Workshop #2, is scheduled for Thursday, February 12, 2026, at 7:30 PM in the Middle School Library.

Samuel Perlman, Board President
Sent on behalf of the Jericho Board of Education
