Winter/Early Spring Junior Year “To-Do” List
Academics & Planning 
· [ ] Get familiar with Naviance — you’ll use it throughout the college application process. 
· [ ] Finish Junior Year with strong grades and take a rigorous senior year schedule (your 12th-grade schedule is sent with your transcript). 
· [ ] Communicate regularly with your school counselor for questions/brainstorming ideas. 
· [ ] Review your Success Plan findings and research careers that match your interests. 
Testing 
· [ ] Schedule or retake SAT and/or ACT. 
· [ ] Prepare using Eprep.com- it is free (Username: school email | Password: East2027). 
College Exploration 
· [ ] Visit campuses — in-person if possible, or virtually. 
· [ ] Search for colleges and create a balanced list of Safety, Target, and Reach schools (academically and financially). 
· General Guidelines 
Safety: 75%+ chance of admission. 
Target: Around 50% chance of admission. 
Reach: Less than 35% chance of admission. 
· Factors to Consider 
Academic Profile: Majors, selectivity, class size, study abroad, co-ops, internships. 
Cost of Attendance: 
· Use tools available to estimate cost of attendance:
·  studentaid.gov/aid-estimator 
·  nces.ed.gov/collegenavigator/ 
· Visit each college’s financial aid page for a Net Price Calculator. 
Location & Features: Rural/urban, distance from home, housing, dining, transportation, security. 
Size: Student population and campus size. 
Get Organized
· [ ] Create a dedicated email address for college applications. 
· Gmail accounts are free and easy to make. This will help with monitoring College Specific information throughout the application process. 
· [ ] Create a spreadsheet to track colleges (or use the template on the CB East School Counseling Website). 
Upcoming Events 
· [ ] Attend L&L sessions hosted by CB East School Counselors (Spring and Fall). 
· [ ] College Fair: CB South, March 11th, 6:30–8:30 PM. 
 
