Roanoke Valley Governor’s School Regional Board
DRAFT Minutes of October 6, 2025 Meeting

The Roanoke Valley Governor’s School Regional Board met on Monday, October 6, 2025, at 6:30 PM in the Governor’s School Lecture Hall.  The following Board members were present:

Ms. Kathleen Bedrosian		Bedford County School Board
Ms. Shelley Clemons		Roanoke County School Board
Dr. Kevin David			Franklin County School Board
Dr. Eli Jamison, Chair		Roanoke City School Board
Ms. Macel Janoschka		Salem City Public Schools
Ms. Laura Leroy			Floyd County School Board, arrived at 6:40 PM

Also Present
Roanoke City Public Schools’ Superintendent, Dr. Verletta White, representing the Committee of Superintendents; RVGS Director Mark Levy; Clerk Dawn Winter-Ware and Deputy Clerk Paula Buch.

Absent
Mr. Trace Bellassai		Craig County School Board
Mrs. Anna Weddle		Botetourt County School Board


Call To Order
Dr. Eli Jamison called the meeting to order at 6:34 PM.  Dr. Jamison welcomed Ms. Kathleen Bedrosian with Bedford County Public Schools and Ms. Macel Janoschka, with Salem City Public Schools, to their first meeting of the Roanoke Valley Governor’s School Regional Board.

Approval of Agenda
On motion by Dr. David and seconded by Ms. Janoschka, the October 6, 2025 meeting agenda was approved as distributed.


Approval of the June 2, 2025, Meeting Minutes
On motion by Ms. Janoschka and seconded by Dr. David, the June 2, 2025, meeting minutes were approved.  

Proposed 2026 RVGS Regional Board Meeting Calendar
The following proposed 2026 meeting dates were discussed:
· February 2, 2026
· April 13, 2026
· June 1, 2026
· October 5, 2026
Meetings begin at 6:30 PM at the Roanoke Valley Governor’s School Lecture Hall.  On motion by Ms. Janoschka, and seconded by Ms. Clemons, the meeting dates of February 2, 2026, April 13, 2026, June 1, 2026, and October 5, 2026, were approved.  

State Diversity Report:  2025
Mr. Levy provided the 2025 Academic Year Governor’s School Report (formerly the State Diversity Report), to board members.   Mr. Levy reminded Board members that the report is a five-year snapshot and must be submitted to the Governor’s Office by October 1, each year.  The report provides information on the following:  participating school divisions will work toward enrollment from each division mirroring the division’s demographic diversity of eligible students;  an equitable admission process for RVGS and an equitable recruitment of students.
    
Additionally, the report contains information on the plan for progress toward the goals; current practices for recruitment, screening and admission of students through RVGS and per each school division; data on the applicants and student body by subgroups; and a five-year lookback on the RVGS student body population demographics vs. the weighted regional population.

Virginia Department of Education (VDOE) Evaluation Visit
Mr. Levy explained that Governor’s Schools receive evaluations by the VDOE every six years and the evaluation features an on-site evaluation team.  The evaluation team conducts stakeholder interviews consisting of regional board members, participating division Superintendents, community partners, parents and students.  Mr. Levy said evaluations will take place on Thursday, November 6, with regional board member and superintendent interviews taking place during the evening between 6:30 – 7:45 PM.

Financial Report
Mr. Levy provided copies of the 2025-26 Budget. 

Director’s Report
Mr. Levy distributed the Director’s Report and stated the beginning of the school year was smooth and was one of the most instructionally strongest openings.  Students are orienting themselves and overall, the start seems to have gone well for new students.  Teachers are maintaining frequent interactions to support all students.    Mr. Levy said enrollment stands at 272 students.  Last year’s enrollment was 271.    

RVGS informational meetings for recruitment of new students and application distribution will be conducted in January as usual.  A recorded version of the meeting will be available online for families who are unable to attend one of the in-person meetings.  Applications will be due to home schools by February 1, 2026.  Districts are strongly encouraged to use an “invitation to apply,” recruitment effort to appeal to a broad applicant pool.   

Additionally, Mr. Levy said the college application process is a priority and strongly supported by him and the counselor, Ms. Sebolt.  

Important dates to note:  RVGS Project Forum is Saturday, January 31, 2026, in the PHHS cafeteria with an Open House at approximately 1:30 – 3:00 PM.  The 2026 Senior Dinner is scheduled for Monday, May 4, 2026, at Hotel Roanoke.  Mr. Levy told Board members and Superintendents to be on the lookout for invitations from RVGS students to attend intercession in January 2026. 

Board Discussion Items
Board members had no discussion items.  

Superintendent’s Discussion Items
Dr. Ken Nicely, Superintendent for Roanoke County Public Schools, thanked Mr. Levy for his reports and expressed appreciation for his leadership.

Next Meeting
Dr. Jamison announced the next meeting of the RVGS Regional Board is scheduled for Monday, February 2, 2026, at 6:30 PM.  Dr. Jamison let the Board know she will not be in attendance for the February 2026 meeting.

Adjournment
The meeting adjourned at 7:17 PM.

