Grundy County Justice Assistance Board Scholarship 2026 - $1000

About the Scholarship: 
The scholarship, in the amount of $1000, will be paid to the recipient via a check. The scholarship is intended for graduating high school seniors in local schools who will be studying the fields of law, social work (mental health), and/or law enforcement at a 2 or 4 year accredited university. Please submit all applications to your guidance counselor by February 21, 2026. One finalist will be chosen from each school and will be invited to read their essay at the next Grundy County Justice Assistance Board meeting on March 12, 2026 at 4:00 p.m.

About the Grundy County Justice Assistance Board:
The Grundy County State’s Attorney’s Justice Assistance Board was created on December 14, 1998 to fill a void for crime victims where resources are limited and to create programs to help prevent crime.  The Crime Victim Fund has a 12-person governing board, which represent a cross section of Grundy County.  The Justice Assistance Board is funded strictly by private donations; no county funds are used for this organization. It is the mission of the Grundy County State’s Attorney’s Justice Assistance Board to aid violent crime victims of Grundy County when there are no other financial resources and to coordinate crime prevention programs within Grundy County.

Application requirements:
Students who wish to apply may write a 250-500 word essay regarding why they are choosing the career path that they will be studying at the university and what their goals are for their future. Along with the essay, please submit 2 letters of recommendation. Please submit everything to your guidance counselor to be forwarded on to the Grundy County State’s Attorney’s Office. All applications must be submitted to your guidance counselor by February 20, 2026. 







Guidance Counselors:
Please submit all applications to Sydney Leadinghouse at the Grundy County State’s Attorney’s Office by February 23, 2026. Applications can be emailed to Ms. Leadinghouse at sleadinghouse@grundycountyil.gov or mailed to the Grundy County State’s Attorney’s Office.

Grundy County State’s Attorney’s Office
Attn: Sydney Leadinghouse
111 E. Washington Street
Room 16
Morris, IL 60450

Please note: All applications must be submitted to Ms. Leadinghouse by the school guidance counselor.

Ms. Leadinghouse will notify each Guidance Counselor of the finalist from their school that will be invited to read their essay at our next Grundy County Justice Assistance Board meeting on March 12, 2026 at 4:00 p.m. The winner will be determined on that day and will be announced soon thereafter. 

If you have any questions regarding the scholarship or application process, please contact Sydney Leadinghouse at (815)941-3279 or sleadnghouse@grundycountyil.gov.

