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Focus
Texts & Modes: Argumentative, Expository, Narrative, Poetry, and Multimodal
Purpose: Interpret and construct texts using credible evidence, clear organization, and effective techniques.
Time Frame: Weeks 28–36
Standards Overview (Abbrev.)
Interpreting: 8.T.C.1(a–b), 8.T.C.2(a, c); 8.T.SS.1(a), 8.T.SS.2(a);
8.T.T.1(a–d), 8.T.T.2(a–c), 8.T.T.3(a), 8.T.T.4(a);
8.T.RA.1(a–b), 8.T.RA.2(a–b);
Language: 8.L.GC.2(a); 8.L.V.1(a); 8.L.V.2(a–b); 8.L.V.3(a–d)

Constructing: 8.T.C.1(c); 8.T.SS.1(b–d), 8.T.SS.2(b);
8.T.T.1(e), 8.T.T.2(d), 8.T.T.3(c), 8.T.T.4(b); 8.T.RA.1(c);
Language: 8.L.GC.1 (GUM Master/Reinforce), 8.L.GC.2(b–d), 8.L.V.1(b), 8.L.V.2(c), 8.L.V.3(e)
✏   GUM Master/Reinforce – Quick Reference
• Sentence variety (simple/compound/complex/compound-complex) • Introductory commas • Nonessential info (commas/parentheses/dashes)
• Semicolons/colons • Dialogue & quotation punctuation • Hyphens • Verb aspects & mood • Active vs. passive voice • Parallel structure
• MLA punctuation for evidence
Interpreting – What to Look For
• Purpose & audience (8.T.C.1a–b) • Organization and features (8.T.SS.1a; 8.T.SS.2a)
• Techniques by mode: argumentative (claims, reasons, evidence, counterclaims), expository (main ideas, details, features),
  narrative/poetic (plot, character, theme; stanzas, imagery, rhyme) (8.T.T.*)
• Research & credibility: accuracy, relevance, bias; cross-source verification (8.T.RA.*)
• Vocabulary/morphology in context (8.L.V.*); syntax for comprehension (8.L.GC.2a)
Constructing – Writer Moves to Practice
• Plan for purpose, audience, and mode (8.T.C.1c)
• Use structures & transitions for cohesion (8.T.SS.1b–d; 8.T.SS.2b)
• Apply techniques: argumentative (8.T.T.3c), expository (8.T.T.2d), narrative (8.T.T.1e), poetry (8.T.T.4b)
• Integrate and cite evidence; synthesize information (8.T.RA.1c)
• Language precision & sentence variety (8.L.GC.2b–d; 8.L.V.1b; 8.L.V.2c; 8.L.V.3e)
Part I: Interpreting – Passage Practice
A. Argumentative Excerpt – “Phones in Classrooms: Tool or Distraction?”
Many educators argue that personal phones impede learning; however, blanket bans overlook how mobile devices can support instruction. In a 2024 district pilot, classes that used phones for timed research, vocabulary cameras, and polling apps reported a 12% increase in on-task behaviors. Critics counter that notifications and social apps derail attention. While distraction is real, structured use—with clear norms, do-not-disturb settings, and teacher-controlled intervals—can transform a distraction into a tool. Ultimately, policies should be data-driven and flexible, balancing access with accountability.
1) Which statement best states the author’s **claim**?
A. Phones should be banned because they distract students.
B. Phones always improve engagement in class.
C. Structured, data-driven phone use can benefit learning when paired with accountability.
D. Teachers should let students use phones whenever they want.
2) Which detail is a **reason** that supports the claim?
A. Critics say social apps derail attention.
B. A 2024 pilot saw a 12% increase in on-task behaviors with structured use.
C. Phones are popular with students.
D. Teachers dislike notifications.
3) Which sentence introduces a **counterclaim**?
A. “Many educators argue that personal phones impede learning.”
B. “Structured use…can transform a distraction into a tool.”
C. “Ultimately, policies should be data-driven.”
D. “In a 2024 district pilot…”
4) Which **text feature** would best clarify the data?
A. A photo of a classroom
B. A bar chart of on-task percentages pre/post pilot
C. A timeline of phone models
D. A map of schools
5) Which option best describes the excerpt’s **organization**?
A. Chronological order
B. Definition-example-definition
C. Claim–counterclaim–rebuttal with evidence
D. Cause–effect only


B. Expository Excerpt – “Urban Heat Islands”
Urban neighborhoods with limited tree cover and dark, heat-absorbing materials can be 5–10°F warmer than surrounding areas. This “urban heat island” effect increases energy demand and worsens health risks for residents. City planners use reflective roofs, tree-planting, and cool pavements to reduce temperatures. Tracking the relationship among land cover, temperature, and energy usage helps identify which interventions produce the greatest gains for public health and budgets.
6) The **central idea** is that—
A. Cities are always hotter than rural areas.
B. Urban heat islands raise temperatures and targeted design choices can reduce the effect.
C. Trees are nicer than buildings.
D. People should avoid cities.
7) Which **text feature** would best support the central idea?
A. Pie chart of favorite parks
B. Diagram labeling roof materials and surface temperatures
C. Photo of a skyline at night
D. Author biography
8) Which **structure** organizes the passage?
A. Compare–contrast only
B. Problem–solution with explanatory detail
C. Narrative sequence
D. Description without analysis
9) Which sentence contains a **domain-specific term**?
A. “tree-planting”
B. “reflective roofs”
C. “residents”
D. “gains”
10) Which question would help evaluate **credibility**?
A. Is the author entertaining?
B. Are the interventions supported by cited studies or municipal data?
C. Do I agree with the author?
D. Is the paragraph short?
C. Vocabulary & Syntax in Context
11) In context, **“interventions”** most nearly means—
A. interruptions
B. intentional actions to change conditions
C. conversations
D. protests
12) Which revision improves **sentence clarity** by fixing a misplaced modifier?
Original: “City planners track land cover using sensors analyzing results weekly.”
A. City planners track land cover weekly using sensors that analyze results.
B. Weekly, results are analyzed by planners using sensors for tracking land cover.
C. City planners, using sensors weekly, analyzes land cover.
D. Sensors track city planners who analyze land cover weekly.
Part II: Constructing – Writer’s Practice
Draft 1 – Argumentative Paragraph (Revise)
School lunch should include a plant-based option every day. Some students can’t or don’t want to eat meat. Also, it seems healthier. The cafeteria should try it soon.
13) Which sentence best **strengthens the claim with evidence**?
A. Everyone likes vegetables sometimes.
B. A district survey found 28% of students choose vegetarian options when available.
C. Meat can be expensive.
D. Cafeterias are busy places.
14) Which **counterclaim + rebuttal** adds balance?
A. Some students want more pizza; therefore, pizza is best.
B. Critics argue daily options cost more; however, rotating low-cost proteins (beans, tofu) keeps budgets stable.
C. People dislike change; so keep the menu the same.
D. Meat is popular; thus, no change is needed.
15) Which **transition** improves cohesion between reason and evidence?
A. Secondly,
B. However,
C. For example,
D. Meanwhile,
Draft 2 – Expository Paragraph (Revise)
Composting in schools reduces trash. Composting turns food scraps into soil. There are bins. It helps gardens.
16) Which revision adds **specific detail**?
A. Composting is neat.
B. It involves worms.
C. Mixing browns (leaves, cardboard) with greens (food scraps) speeds decomposition for the school garden.
D. Bins are everywhere.


17) Which **text feature** best supports the explanation?
A. Cartoon of a banana
B. Flowchart of the composting cycle
C. Author selfie
D. School logo
18) Which **concluding sentence** gives a clear sense of closure?
A. Composting is cool.
B. That’s why we should compost.
C. With simple routines, schools can cut waste and create soil that nourishes campus gardens.
D. The end.
Research & Analysis – Credibility & Integration
19) Which source is likely most **credible** for city temperature data?
A. A personal blog post
B. A peer-reviewed environmental study or official city dataset
C. A classmate’s social media thread
D. An advertisement
20) Which sentence integrates evidence with correct **MLA-style punctuation**?
A. “Tree canopy lowers heat island effects,” (Lopez).
B. “Tree canopy lowers heat island effects” (Lopez).
C. “Tree canopy lowers heat island effects.” (Lopez)
D. “Tree canopy lowers heat island effects”, (Lopez).
Multimodal Interpretation & Construction
21) Which feature best supports **audience accessibility** in a multimodal slideshow?
A. Small font and dense text blocks
B. High-contrast colors, alt text for images, concise bullets, clear headings
C. Decorative fonts and animations on every slide
D. Auto-playing audio at max volume
22) When constructing a multimodal text to **influence a decision**, which choice strengthens impact?
A. Vague claims with no data
B. Unrelated images
C. A call to action paired with a data visualization and cited sources
D. Lengthy paragraphs on each slide
Final Review Checklist
✅ Identify purpose, audience, structure, and features across modes
✅ Evaluate credibility, bias, accuracy, and relevance of sources
✅ Write with clear claims/theses, precise evidence, and cohesive transitions
✅ Use text features (graphs, headings, captions) to clarify meaning
✅ Apply MLA-style punctuation for quotations and citations
✅ Revise for sentence variety, clarity, and correctness (GUM)

