Unit 3 Study & Practice Guide – Narrative & Poetic Techniques
Georgia 8th Grade ELA GSE | 3rd Nine Weeks | Narrative & Poetic Techniques | Aligned to 360Writing
Focus
Text Types: Narrative & Poetry
Purpose: To tell stories and convey ideas through plot, character, setting, theme, imagery, and sound.
Time Frame: Weeks 19–27
✏   GUM Quick Review (Standards #38–53, 56)
• Sentence Types (simple/compound/complex) • Subordinating & Correlative Conjunctions • Introductory commas • Titles & dialogue punctuation • Verb aspects • Participles & vague pronouns • Semicolons (lists/compound) • Nonessential info (commas/parentheses/dashes) • Ellipses • Hyphens • MLA punctuation • Colons
Interpreting – Reading Narrative & Poetic Texts
Key Skills:
• Analyze how narrative techniques develop plot, characters, and setting (8.T.T.1.a).
• Explain how plot structure, conflict, flashback/foreshadowing create effects (8.T.T.1.b).
• Trace how theme is revealed through characters/events/structure (8.T.T.1.c).
• Connect modern works to earlier themes/character types (8.T.T.1.d; 8.T.PM.1.b).
• Analyze poetic techniques: stanzas, rhyme scheme, imagery, figurative language, sound (8.T.T.4.a).
• Vocabulary & morphology in context (8.L.V.1.a; 8.L.V.2.a–b).
Constructing – Writing Narrative & Poetry
Key Skills:
• Apply narrative techniques to engage audiences & achieve purpose (8.T.T.1.e).
• Apply poetic techniques (stanzas, rhyme/rhyme scheme, imagery, figurative language, sound) (8.T.T.4.b).
• Use precise, discipline-specific vocabulary and parts of speech for clarity (8.L.V.1.b; 8.L.V.2.c–d).





Part I: Interpreting – Passage Practice
Excerpt A (Narrative): “Signal on Sycamore Street”
The streetlight outside Maya’s window flickered three times just after midnight, the same way it had the night her brother left for basic training. She pressed her palm to the cold glass, watching snow gather on the curb. Grandma always said Sycamore Street had a memory; it held onto the footprints of anyone brave enough to make a choice. Tonight, the footprints were Maya’s. She slipped the envelope into her coat pocket—application, essay, and the scholarship form signed in blue ink. The bus to the city would arrive at 12:15. If she boarded, she would miss the early-morning shift at the diner, the one that helped pay for Grandma’s medicine. The light flickered again, steadying to a glow. Maya exhaled, imagining her brother’s voice: "A choice isn’t a door closing," he’d said on his last call, "it’s a hallway with lights you haven’t seen yet." As the bus hissed to a stop, Sycamore Street seemed to hold its breath.
1) Which detail best establishes the story’s **setting**?
A. The envelope in Maya’s pocket
B. The bus arriving at 12:15
C. The flickering streetlight and falling snow
D. The scholarship form signed in blue ink
2) Which **conflict** is most central?
A. Maya vs. weather
B. Maya vs. time
C. Maya vs. responsibility to family vs. personal goal
D. Maya vs. her brother
3) Which device is suggested by the streetlight flickering again?
A. Flashback
B. Foreshadowing
C. Hyperbole
D. Dramatic irony
4) Which statement best states the **theme** emerging so far?
A. Hard work always guarantees success.
B. Leaving home is a sign of disloyalty.
C. Choices can open paths that were previously unseen.
D. Money matters more than dreams.
5) What effect does the line **“Sycamore Street seemed to hold its breath”** create?
A. Humor
B. Suspense and tension
C. Satire
D. Logical appeal
6) Which plot structure element is most evident at the end of the excerpt?
A. Exposition
B. Rising action toward a decision
C. Falling action
D. Resolution
7) The brother’s quote most likely serves to—
A. reveal the antagonist
B. provide comic relief
C. deepen characterization and reinforce theme
D. establish historical context
Excerpt B (Poem): “Blueprints”
We sketch our mornings in pencil—
erasable plans on coffee-stained maps;
the sun snaps a chalk line across the roofs,
and hope ticks like a shy metronome.
By noon, the city hums a braided rhyme—
footsteps, traffic, a saxophone’s sigh—
until night unrolls its velvet blueprint,
pinning down stars with silver tacks.
8) Which image best illustrates **imagery**?
A. “sketch our mornings”
B. “the sun snaps a chalk line across the roofs”
C. “hope ticks like a shy metronome”
D. “velvet blueprint”
9) The phrase **“hope ticks like a shy metronome”** is an example of—
A. simile
B. metaphor
C. alliteration
D. assonance
10) Which description best fits the poem’s **tone**?
A. Cynical and cold
B. Tentative yet optimistic
C. Angry and urgent
D. Detached and clinical
11) The word **“braided”** in line 5 most nearly means—
A. separated
B. tangled
C. **interwoven**
D. dotted
12) The repeated architectural words (blueprint, chalk line, tacks) function as—
A. rhyme scheme markers
B. extended metaphor
C. personification
D. cacophony
13) Which best describes the poem’s **structure**?
A. Two quatrains with free verse rhythm and subtle internal rhyme
B. Sonnet with an ABAB rhyme scheme
C. Ballad with a refrain
D. Limerick
Vocabulary & Morphology in Context
14) In the narrative, **“steadying”** most nearly means—
A. wavering
B. stabilizing
C. brightening suddenly
D. vanishing
15) Based on Latin roots, **“foreshadow”** most nearly conveys—
A. showing after
B. showing before
C. hiding behind
D. copying exactly
Part II: Constructing – Practice & Revision
Draft 1 (Narrative) – Add/Revise
I stepped onto the stage and the lights felt hot. People were talking. I tried to remember my lines. The piano made a sound. Then I started speaking. It was okay.
16) Which revision best **adds characterization**?
A. I was on a stage.
B. My palms buzzed like bees trapped in gloves as the curtains parted.
C. The stage was big.
D. Everyone was there.
17) Which sentence adds **sensory detail** (imagery)?
A. The piano made a sound.
B. A bright light shone.
C. A smoky chord unfurled from the piano, soft as a whisper.
D. The piano was nice.

18) Which change strengthens **plot tension**?
A. Add a flashback to rehearsal where a key line was forgotten.
B. Add the cast list.
C. Add a new scene at home.
D. Remove the audience.
19) Which transition improves **cohesion**?
A. Secondly,
B. Meanwhile,
C. For example,
D. However,
20) Best **concluding line** for a sense of closure?
A. It was fine.
B. I left the stage.
C. The lights cooled, and the words I’d feared finally felt like mine.
D. The show happened.
Draft 2 (Poem) – Revise for Technique
Morning is good and bright,
Birds fly and make me feel alright,
I see the trees and the sky,
I smile when buses pass by.
21) Which revision adds **imagery**?
A. Morning is good.
B. Birds are cool.
C. Bus windows throw rectangles of light across wet pavement.
D. Trees exist.
22) Which choice best establishes a **rhyme scheme** without forcing rhymes?
A. Keep all end words the same.
B. Use slant rhyme and internal echoes (ABCB) for flexibility.
C. Remove all rhyme.
D. Random rhymes.
23) Which line adds a **sound device**?
A. The day begins.
B. **The sparrows spin a spool of song.**
C. I walk.
D. It’s fine.


24) Which word pair demonstrates **connotation** differences?
A. cold / cool
B. rock / stone
C. fragrance / odor
D. path / trail
25) Which edit removes a **cliché** and strengthens tone?
A. Keep “feel alright.”
B. Replace with “steady my breath.”
C. Replace with “good vibes.”
D. Replace with “epic mood.”
Comparing Texts & Periods
26) A modern retelling of a myth most likely changes which element to fit contemporary audiences?
A. Basic conflict only
B. Setting, character motivation, and stakes while preserving core theme
C. Theme entirely
D. All plot events remain identical
27) When two authors treat the **same theme** differently, which evidence best supports comparison?
A. Publication dates
B. Cover art
C. Specific scenes and craft choices (POV, imagery, structure)
D. Author social media
[bookmark: _GoBack]Final Review Checklist
✅ Identify plot structure, conflict, characterization, setting
✅ Explain how theme emerges through events & choices
✅ Recognize flashback/foreshadowing and intended effects
✅ Analyze poetic imagery, figurative language, sound devices, stanza structure
✅ Use precise diction and varied syntax; revise for cohesion & closure
✅ Apply GUM rules for clear, correct sentences

