Unit 2 Expository Techniques – Complete Study & Practice Guide
Georgia 8th Grade ELA GSE | 360Writing Framework | Weeks 10–18
Focus
Text Type: Expository (Informational)
Purpose: To inform, describe, and explain using facts, statistics, and logical organization.
Time Frame: Weeks 10–18
✏    Grammar, Usage, and Mechanics (GUM)
Review sentence structure, punctuation, capitalization, and voice.
Key Concepts:
• Sentence Types: Simple, Compound, Complex, Compound-Complex
• Conjunctions: because, although, since, while, if; either/or, both/and
• Punctuation: commas, semicolons, colons, dashes, parentheses
• Verb Tense and Pronoun Agreement
• MLA Citations and Titles
Part I: Interpreting – Reading and Analyzing Expository Texts
Excerpt 1: “The Science of Sleep”
Sleep plays an essential role in both physical and mental health. Teens need at least eight hours each night, yet most get fewer than seven. The brain processes learning and removes toxins during rest, improving focus and memory. Some schools have adjusted their start times. The American Academy of Pediatrics recommends starting no earlier than 8:30 a.m., noting that later times help students concentrate and improve attendance.
1) What is the main idea of the passage?
A. Teenagers need less sleep than adults.
B. Sleep helps the brain and body function effectively.
C. Schools should start earlier.
D. Sleep has no effect on learning.
2) What text feature best supports paragraph 2?
A. A timeline of sleep patterns
B. A bar graph comparing start times and test scores
C. A picture of students asleep
D. A map of schools with late starts


3) What organizational structure fits best?
A. Chronological
B. Cause and Effect
C. Problem and Solution
D. Compare and Contrast
4) The phrase 'removes toxins' helps the reader understand—
A. Sleep cleans the brain and keeps it healthy.
B. Toxins cause sleep deprivation.
C. Sleep causes memory loss.
D. The brain stores toxins for energy.
5) Why include CDC research?
A. To persuade students to sleep.
B. To inform with credible evidence.
C. To tell a personal story.
D. To criticize school systems.
Excerpt 2: “The Power of Public Art”
Murals transform dull walls into stories that inspire conversation and community. A 2023 study found neighborhoods with murals saw a 15% rise in local business activity. In Atlanta’s West End, artists paint themes of resilience and heritage, reminding residents that art can be both a mirror and a message.
6) What is the central idea of this passage?
A. Murals are an expensive way to attract tourists.
B. Public art strengthens communities by reflecting culture.
C. Artists should only paint history.
D. Murals have replaced museums.
7) Which detail best supports the main idea?
A. 'Public art does more than decorate.'
B. 'Murals are painted in cities around the world.'
C. 'Art can be both a mirror and a message.'
D. 'A 2023 study found increased business engagement.'
8) What best describes the author’s tone?
A. Critical and formal
B. Passionate and celebratory
C. Humorous and casual
D. Objective and distant


9) What text structure does the author use?
A. Cause and Effect
B. Sequence
C. Compare and Contrast
D. Description
10) The phrase 'art can be both a mirror and a message' uses which figurative device?
A. Hyperbole
B. Alliteration
C. Metaphor
D. Simile
Part II: Constructing – Writing and Revising Expository Texts
Excerpt 3: “The Role of Technology in Modern Learning”
Technology has changed how students learn. Many classrooms use tablets and discussion boards. However, not all students have equal access to devices or internet. This 'digital divide' creates challenges. Teachers can help by offering offline activities and teaching digital literacy.
11) Which sentence best adds elaboration?
A. Technology has always been part of education.
B. Many schools also use digital platforms to assign and grade work.
C. Students like using computers.
D. Some teachers dislike technology.
12) Which transition connects ideas 2 and 3?
A. In contrast
B. For example
C. However
D. Therefore
13) Which revision improves tone?
A. Delete 'many'
B. Replace 'changed' with 'transformed'
C. Add 'cool apps'
D. Remove 'digital divide'
14) Which sentence provides closure?
A. In conclusion, technology will continue to influence how we learn.
B. Teachers try to keep up with devices.
C. Technology is hard to use.
D. Students enjoy online learning.

15) The paragraph would be stronger if the author—
A. Added quotes from students
B. Included statistics about tech use
C. Replaced all academic words
D. Added a story about video games
Excerpt 4: “Citing Evidence Correctly”
According to a study, reading every day improves vocabulary and focus. Students should read at least twenty minutes daily it helps them relax and learn new ideas. Reading helps people see the world differently.
16) Which revision corrects the run-on?
A. Students should read... daily, it helps.
B. Students should read... daily; it helps.
C. Students should read... daily: it helps.
D. Students should read... daily—it helps.
17) Which citation is correct?
A. 'Reading every day...' – Study.com.
B. According to Study.com, 'reading every day...' (Study.com).
C. 'Reading every day...' Study.com says.
D. 'Reading every day...'(Study.com.)
18) To make writing formal, replace 'helps' with—
A. allows
B. causes
C. forces
D. pushes
[bookmark: _GoBack]19) Which sentence uses active voice?
A. Vocabulary was improved by students.
B. The students improved their vocabulary.
C. Vocabulary improves by reading.
D. The vocabulary has been improved.
20) Which text feature enhances this passage?
A. Diagram of a library
B. Chart comparing reading habits and test scores
C. Photo of books
D. Timeline of reading growth
Final Review Checklist
✅ Identify main ideas & supporting details.
✅ Compare authors’ techniques.
✅ Use context clues & roots to define words.
✅ Evaluate source credibility.
✅ Write organized expository paragraphs.
✅ Apply punctuation & sentence variety.
✅ Use MLA citations correctly.
✅ Apply active voice.
✅ Use connotative language effectively.
