Whitney Ave Elementary Parent Teacher Organization Meeting
Monday 1/12/26, 3-4 P.M. Room D5
Next meeting details: Thursday, February 12, 2026 at 3:30-4:30 P.M. Room D5
In Attendance: Evelyn Margolin (guest speaker), Suha Salman (interpreter), Myrna Ralston (interpreter), Sofia Andreichenko (interpreter), Pavel Rospotnyuk (interpreter), Tom Nelson (parent), Deidra Lucky (parent), Julie Sagara (teacher), Chelsea Spier (parent), Caroline Digman (San Juan parent and San Juan Reads and Writes club lead)
Agenda
1. Welcome and introductions (5 minutes) Tom Nelson, Julie, Luis, Deidra, Evelyn, and translators, Caroline Digman, Brian Fhol
2. Revitalizing the campus garden (30 minutes)
· Guest Speaker: Evelyn Margolin, Camron Ranch Garden coordinator. Cameron Ranch’s garden  started in 97/98 and Evelyn started working there in 1999 inspecial education and thought this was a great project for her students to shine and have their peers see that. In 2000 the 2 teachers that started the garden said that was too much and Evelyn took over expecting it to be an easy project. ¼ acre, learned how to write grants starting with a class at Barnes and Nobels and she took lots of classes on how to build and maintain school gardens with Soil Born Farms, UC Berkeley and other locations. To be successful, she knew the best strategy was not to give every teacher a plot but to design classes based on the fun classes she went to and based on CA state science and started taking each class out once a week. Evelyn is now retiered but still works at the garden every Tues, Wed, and Thursday.  Every class comes out for 30 minutes. The teacher joins and they occationally have an extra volunteer as well. Having fun with it and wish they had a PTO. It’s just her prepping everything (lessons, materials, grants, outreach, etc). She has learned that you need to start simple. Now they have 14 vegetable beds, lots of native plants, redwood tree, some benches, greenhouse, and 2 sheds. It’s a lot of upkeep. She outreaches to girl scout troop or others for assistance. 
· She finds it very positive to let them community know about the project and how you are give back to them. She organize lessons by grade level. Pages have garden standards. Lesson name in order of Fall, Winter, Spring wich helps keep organized. Keep a binder with San Juan calendar and bell schedule. For each grade she has sheets with what was done each week for each grade level and likes to change things up and if its not super exciting, try something new. 
· Would caution against herbicide. Sheet mulching is another cheap and easy way to do this (newspaper, cardboard, leaves, and mulch) will kill weeds, but not the good bugs and worms. 
· Created a lot of posters for lessons and put it on an easel. Write directions for the day so she doesn’t keep getting the same questions throughout the lesson. Big on using recycled materials. Cottage cheese tubs work well for scooping soil. Scavenger hunt or storing pencils in. Clear pint containers for potato salad are also great, cardboard. Clipboards take a lot of space, but cutting old binders and adding a clip takes a lot less room. She also recommends saving pictures from old nature calendars. 
· Grant: Chelsea mentioned appling for a grant through the Sacramento Perennial Society. Evelyn is on the committee and said they are an amazing group with 200 members that meet once a month. Very well organized with plant sales and their big focus is the grant program. It should be an easy one to get.  Could help with drip irrigation. When applying for weed barrier, call it “weed cloth”, they don’t want you to use the plastic type. Thinks that perennial club might have some people that could volunteer. Eventually a compost bin could be good. She had eagle scouts build one and county gives rubber ones away for free as well. If teachers get involved there are many companies that will give away things like worm bins. Tower gardens are also something that we could get donated if there is interest down the line. 
· Evelyn shared a packet with some things to help get it going (attached). Not everything works and that is a learning experience as well. Project charter, garden tools now and in the future. Signage is something that is really important and fun. Tools for lessons, resource for learning more. Seed bank in Petaluma gives out free seeds for schools. 
· Welcome to having us visit Tue, W,ed or Thursday. Started a morning club because they start later and do weeding and clean up work and they love that. Every October she does a harvest festival. A lot of the kids don’t celebrate Halloween and wouldn’t come to school if that day because of it. She does this celebration during the school day. Put out some carnival games, corn hole, water with herbs in it, fruit that is growing, apples, grapes, things that are in season, face painting, and a couple arts and crafts. 
· I asked about what she does with the vegetables she harvests. It doesn’t end up being that much so usually include it in the lessons but typically have to add from the store. Tomatoes, kids eat them right away in the garden. Right now having them pick the lettuce and try it. Kids love watering and pulling weeds. One year the kindergarteners just wanted to roll in the leaves.
· Julie: want to include the art teacher for projects. Went to a school garden training a few years ago. Now that she has the coordinator’s position now in that same starting out position.
· Tom, Lions and Rotary club might also be good to support the garden.
· Donation and grant requests. Sacramento Perennial Plant Club grant application is due Jan 16th link here.  Emigh’s donated 18 tomato cages. We did finish the application for the requesting $1200 and we will hear back mid-February on the result. Evelyn was a huge help in giving suggestions, reviewing and editing the grant!
3. Next family night event (5 minutes): Science STEM night with support from Sierra Nevada Journeys, Date will be January 27. Another event, TBD will be held in March or April (5 minutes).  Parent Volunteers will be needed. Deidra said she will be able to help. Luis said they will be handing out robotics kits and could use extra help from parents with that. 
4. Budget and Future fundraisers (10 minutes)
· Next fund raiser: Penny wars, Jan 19 – 23rd, winning class will be announced at STEM night and will win a hot chocolate and muffin party.
· Current funds: Current funds: $242 in cash and $431 in the school’s donation account (includes the recent checks from Box Tops, Chipotle and Dave’s Hot Chicken fundraisers)
· Fundraisers in progress: Box tops for education 
· Future fundraisers: decorating school pawprint with winter theme and donation request, tattoo your teacher, possibly pair these with the Feb 14th minute to win it assembly and, restaurant fund raiser at Skip’s kitchen scheduled for Feb 24th
5. Fun Community building activities (10 minutes)
· School recipe book. Update from Luis on translation. The flyer has been translated in all but one language now. Waiting on dates and we were thinking of making the deadline shortly before spring break to promote. Everyone is OK with making the deadline March 25th (the Wednesday before Spring break). The other piece was the form for how they submit and were looking at google forms, but limited in language capabilities. Jotform is another platform they have used before with a dropdown to select the language. Kimber from the FACE team is going to help with setting this up. Would like to look over the google form one more time to see if there was anything missing or pending that needs to go into the form (to do item for Chelsea). We will start advertising in early February to give families plenty of time to respond. Teachers could assign it to the class to start talking with parents about it. We will not set any limit for how many recipes a family can submit.
· Luis for STEM event, FACE will be there and they ordered robotics kits and wanting to get. Deidra can volunteer. Will be to help with that station and explain the kits to the families and help distribute.
· Picnic in the park: sometime in the Spring. Ideas for dates? FACE has worked with them before and got a discount at Gibbons. This was a brief discussion, but something we still want to look into for late Spring.
· Meet up at Effie Yeaw ($7 for parking)
Caroline Digman parent at the school district and advocate for reading. This district is struggling with reading and she is walking a fine line as a parent and a current employee. She was speaking to us from the parent perspective.  She talked about the importance of reading screening and doing this 2-3 times per year rather than the minimum required of once per year to make sure that kids are getting necessary interventions as early as possible. She said most kids are able to catch up to grade level with around 25 hours of appropriate reading instruction. 
She wants to keep the focus on the district to train teachers and go a little faster with how things are going. She also is looking for the district to update the method of assessment to a newer one that is much better aligned with the science of reading. Activists for reading are meeting and asking to have this updated in the district. 
If you are interested in this topic, you can reach out to her at sanjuanreadsandwrites@gmail.com. She started a club for parents and educators this fall: San Juan Reads and Writes. She is also a member of a newly formed and growing Sacramento County Education Coalition and has been visiting all PTO/PTAs in the district this year to discuss her efforts.. 
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