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Who is Salome A. Howard?
Salome Ann Freeman Howard, a southern Maryland icon, was a courageous and outspoken activist for justice and equality. She became well known for her activities to combat discrimination in southern Maryland. She organized and participated in sit-ins, marches and other types of civil disobedience to advocate for employment and housing rights. She fought for changes at restaurants, schools, hotels, and churches that designated black and white only accommodations. 

Mrs. Howard attended Pomonkey Elementary School in Pomonkey, Maryland and St. Francis DeSales High School in Rockcastle, Virginia. She won a scholarship to Xavier University in New Orleans, Louisiana from the Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament. After returning and settling in Pomonkey, Charles County, Maryland, Mrs. Howard taught health and physical education at Bel Alton High School, an all-black school in the county. On July 26, 1950, she wed Herbert M. Howard; they remained married until her death on July 29, 2004.

The Pomfret resident spent 12 years, from 1974 to 1986, as the first female president of the Charles County chapter of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (CC NAACP). Working with the NAACP, she participated in many protests and sit-ins in the county, advocating employment and housing rights. She canvassed restaurants and hotels along Route 301 that posted signs designating entrances or seating areas for blacks and demanded that the signs be taken down. When confronted by a woman at a hotel who told her she could not drink from the water fountain reserved for white people, Howard replied, "I don't drink colored water," her husband recalled.

Herbert Howard remembered a former grocery store in La Plata that had no black employees and preferred to reserve shopping baskets for white customers. One day Howard brought in dozens of black youths who picked up all the shopping baskets and milled about in the store. She sought out the manager and asked that the store hire an African American, he said. "They hired one shortly after that," he said. "She was a determined fighter, and not only for blacks, for all people." In 1974, Carolyn Woodard joined the Charles County Sheriff's Office as the first black female deputy. Recalling that milestone last week, Woodard said "there are not enough words to describe" her struggles to be treated fairly and respectfully by citizens and colleagues. After one incident when a co-worker said "something very unprofessional and racist" to Woodward, Howard marched into then-Sheriff Buddy Garner's office and demanded an apology.

Howard, 81, died July 29, 2004, at Civista Medical Center in La Plata after battling lung cancer. The line of mourners inched forward along the carpeted aisle of St. Joseph's Catholic Church in Pomfret. The mourners approached the open casket, under a statue of Jesus on the cross, and looked down at the woman with white hair and glasses whose life of motion and activism and battles for equality had gone quiet. Her funeral was crowded with admirers who spoke in reverential tones about her commitment to the fight for freedom. "You have made the roads of Charles County easier to travel," said William Braxton, president of the Charles County NAACP. "[Your] persistent push for justice and equality has been instilled in folks throughout this land." Her husband said her desire to fight against segregation was galvanized when she attended the funeral of Medgar Evers, a Mississippi civil rights leader who was shot in the back in 1963. "That motivated her right then and there," he said.

Salome A. Howard Bar Association (SAHBA) 
The Salome A. Howard Bar Association, Inc. (SAHBA) was founded in 2010 to serve the needs of the growing population of African American attorneys practicing in southern Maryland and to promote community service among the members. The association was honored to be named after the legendary activist, and in honor of her memory, created the scholarship to serve the needs of students pursuing a college education. Just as Mrs. Howard benefited from a college scholarship, SAHBA seeks to grant that same benefit to selected students attending the College of Southern Maryland.
Eligibility Guidelines and Requirements:
Award amounts: $2000 per student, annually.

Who may apply: Graduating seniors who currently attend St. Charles, Henry E. Lackey, LaPlata, Thomas Stone, Maurice J. McDonough, North Point or Westlake high schools and plan to attend the College of Southern Maryland. 
What programs are eligible: Academic Programs/Courses eligible under this scholarship are as follows:
Associate Degree Programs – Criminal Justice and Law Enforcement, History, or Human Services 
Certification Programs – Community Health Worker, IT Support Technician, Network Administrator, or Vertical Agriculture
What are the requirements: Students can be enrolled full-time (12 credit hours), part-time (6 credit hours) or enrolled in a certificate program. Students who are members of the CCNAACP are also eligible to apply. Applicants must be of African American descent and have a minimum 2.5 GPA on a 4.0 scale. If all eligible requirements are not met, students will be ineligible to receive a scholarship.
When to apply: Email applications to SalomeHowardscholarship@gmail.com no later than March 31st. 
How to apply: Please complete the attached scholarship application. Include your official transcript and letters of recommendation from: 1) a faculty member at your high school and 2) a member of your community (letters from family members will not be accepted). Finalists will be contacted for interviews.
Incomplete application packets will be eliminated from consideration.

		 
CHARLES COUNTY NAACP BRANCH
SALOME A. HOWARD 
SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION
	
	Applicant Information 	 
	
	

	Full Name:  
	 
	  
	

	 
 
	Last 
	First 
	
	              
	Middle  

	 
 
 
 
 
	 
	
	
	
	 

	
	Street Address (must reside in Charles County)
 
	
	
	 
	Apartment/Unit # 
 

	
	City 
	
	
	State 
	ZIP Code 

	Phone: 
	 
	
	Email 
	
	



Education


Current High School: ____________________________________________________     
Cumulative GPA:   ________

List all colleges/universities or technical/trade schools to which you have been accepted:






List all extracurricular activities (school and community), including academic related internships and work study jobs, that you have participated in during high school.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________

How do the life accomplishments or ideals of Salome A. Howard impact or inspire you? (Please write a brief statement – no more than 500 words.)
______________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
 
Intended major course of study/trade: 
 _________________________________________________________________________________
 
 	 	Signatures 
       
Applicant Signature ____________________________________________________      Date ______
 
Parent/ 
Guardian 
	       Signature: ______________________________________________________________________      Date:  ______      












Founded in 1909, the NAACP is the nation’s oldest and largest nonpartisan civil rights organization. Its members throughout the United States and the world are the premier advocates for civil rights in their communities. You can read more about the NAACP’s work and our six “Game Changer” issue areas by visiting NAACP.org.
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