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Growing Thinking Skills Through Conversation
Strong thinking skills help children make sense of what they read and learn. This month, try building thinking skills at home by:
· Asking open-ended questions after watching a show or reading together. ("Why do you think the character did that?")
· Talking through decisions as a family—compare pros and cons out loud.
· Setting aside one meal each week as a “Reading Dinner.” Everyone brings a book to share and discuss.
· Using car time for meaningful conversation. Kids often open up while riding.
· Keeping a shared journal about a book you read together.
· Exploring different perspectives by asking, “How might someone else feel about this?”
Making Gifts Builds Essential Skills
Homemade gifts aren’t just meaningful—they strengthen creativity, fine-motor skills, communication, and problem-solving. Ideas include:
· Recording a book aloud for a younger sibling.
· Creating a framed list such as “My 10 Best Memories with Grandpa.”
· Making a calendar for 2026 decorated with personal artwork.
· Baking and delivering treats to someone who may not receive many gifts.
· Making a “household help” coupon good for two hours.
· Writing a poem or creating a piece of art for someone special.
Mid-Year Attendance Check
Regular attendance matters! Students are considered at academic risk if they miss 10% of the school year (about 18 days). Missing too much school:
· Builds a habit that can continue into older grades.
· Affects learning and long-term achievement.
· Makes it harder for students to keep up.
If you’re unsure how many days your child has missed, contact the school for an update. It’s never too late to get back on track!

December At-Home Learning Activities
Fun reading and math activities to keep learning strong during winter break!
❄️ Winter Break Literacy Activities
· Holiday Scavenger Hunt: Search the house for items that start with every letter of the alphabet.
· Hot Cocoa Reading Club: Everyone reads for 15 minutes while enjoying a warm drink.
· Character Gift Bags: After reading a book, pretend you are a character and choose a gift for them—explain why.
· Winter Story Starter: Give your child a prompt ("The snowman suddenly blinked...") and co-write a story.
· Family Read-Aloud Night: Choose a short winter book and take turns reading.
· Word of the Day Jar: Pick a new vocabulary word each day and try to use it in conversation.
❄️ Winter Break Math Activities
· Baking = Fractions Practice. Have your child measure ingredients or double/halve a recipe.
· Snowflake Symmetry: Cut paper snowflakes and talk about lines of symmetry.
· Holiday Shape Hunt: Find rectangles, circles, and triangles around the house.
· Grocery Math: Give your child a small budget during a store trip and help them estimate total prices.
· Board Game Math: Games like Yahtzee, Uno, and Monopoly reinforce number sense and strategy.
· Skip-Counting Challenge: Skip-count by 2s, 5s, and 10s while walking, climbing stairs, or riding in the car.
Thank You for Supporting Learning at Home
Your partnership makes a big difference. Wishing you a season of rest, joy, and special family time!
Have a wonderful winter break!

