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New Year Goal-Setting
January is a wonderful time for students to set simple, achievable learning goals. Goal-setting helps children take ownership of their learning and build confidence.
Try this at home:
· Help your child set one reading goal and one math goal (for example: read 20 minutes each night or practice math facts three times a week).
· Write goals down and celebrate progress, not just perfection.
· Talk with your child about what they want to get better at and why it matters to them.

Literacy Focus: Reading & Thinking Skills
In elementary school, students are expected to think about what they read, talk about ideas, and draw conclusions. You can support this at home by encouraging conversations around everyday experiences.
Try this at home:
· Ask open-ended questions such as:
· Why do you think that happened?
· What might happen next?
· What was your favorite part and why?
· After watching a TV show or movie together, ask your child to retell the story in order.
· Encourage your child to read aloud for 10–20 minutes a day and talk about the book afterward.
Winter Reading Ideas:
· Read winter or holiday-themed books together.
· Visit your local library and let your child choose books that interest them.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Create a cozy reading spot at home with blankets and pillows.
Math Focus: Everyday Math
Math skills grow when children see how math connects to real life.
Try this at home:
· Have your child help with cooking or baking by measuring ingredients.
· Practice counting money or making change during shopping trips.
· Ask math questions like:
· How many days until the next holiday?
· If we have 12 cookies and eat 4, how many are left?
Winter Math Fun:
· Sort and count objects by color or size.
· Play board games that involve counting, adding, or strategy.

Winter Benchmark Assessments
MLS Elementary will be administering winter benchmark assessments this month for K–6 students in reading and math. These assessments help teachers understand student progress and plan instruction and interventions to best support learning.
What families should know:
· Assessments are completed during the regular school day.
· Results help guide classroom instruction and Title I support.
· Scores will be shared during our next parent-teacher conferences.

Thank You, Families
Your support makes a difference! We appreciate all you do to encourage learning at home. Please reach out if you have questions about Title I services or ways to support your child.
We wish you a wonderful start to the new year,
MLS Title I Team

