
 System Directors’ Leadership Council (SDLC) and 
Area Vocational Directors Council (AVDC) Meeting Minutes
July 29, 2025
3:30 pm
Alumni Hall, Room 116, 
Illinois State University, Bloomington-Normal, IL

I. Call to Order Bret Hitchings (SDLC) and Joe McGinnis (AVDC)
Meeting called to order at 3:56 pm by Joe McGinnis
II. Review/Approval of SDLC May 7, 2025 minutes
Motion to approve by Kaleb Smith, EFE 450
Second by Terry Stroh, EFE 110

III. Review/Approval of AVDC  April 11, 2025 minutes
Motion to approve by Elizabeth Kaufman, Wilco
Second by Lance Copes, GAVC

IV. SDLC Treasurer’s Report - Nick Chatterton, report
Motion to approve, Dave Messersmith, EFE 265
Second by Kaleb Smith, EFE 450

V. AVDC Treasurer’s Report - Elizabeth Kaufman, report 1 & report 2
Motion to approve Tera Graves, Livingston
Second by Adam Seaney, GAVC

VI. Illinois State Board of Education, report
Bret instructed the membership to review the report and follow up with any questions.
VII. Affiliate Reports
A. Illinois Career and Technical Administrators (ICTA) — Terry Stroh, no written report
Thank you for attending the ICTA event. More information to come on upcoming events at our next meeting.
B. Illinois Association for Career and Technical Education (IACTE) — Chris Merrill, report
Jodi Ferriell was recognized for her service at the beginning of the meeting. Chris instructed members to review the linked report.
VIII. Committee Reports
A. Legislative - Kaleb Smith, no written report
Kaleb shared that the protocol committee is meeting today to formalize the new structure. We received our third consecutive increase in grant state funds—$1.3 million in additional funding. Kaleb reviewed the spreadsheet for tracking legislation. This will become public shortly. The legislative platform will be shared to ensure feedback is received on the direction from the group. Our goal this year is to be proactive.
IX. Other State Agency/Organization Reports - 
A. Area Vocational Directors Council (AVDC) — Joe McGinnis, no written report
Focus on draft goals and meeting dates was shared the prior evening. Joe shared the group will be rotating meetings to other AVCs.. Follow along for updates. Excited about the fresh start and advocating for CTE and students.
B. Illinois Business Educators Association (IBEA) — Rod McQuality, report
C. Illinois Community College Board (ICCB) — Natasha Allen/ Janelle Washington, no written report
D. Illinois Manufacturing Association (IMA) — Sarah Hartwick, no written report
E. NIU Illinois CTE Project — Melina Wright, report
F. P-20 Network — Jason Klein, report
G. Rural IL CTE Project — John Glasgow, report
Represents rural and small schools. Partners with ISBE to identify the needs and challenges faced by rural and small schools with CTE. Another report from the field will be published shortly. Thank you for your help in getting these surveys done and to the right people. John appreciates those who respond and forward the emails. Please review his report for more details and contact information.

X. Old Business (only items for action, not discussion items)
XI. New Business
A. Goal Setting and Survey Form 
Request feedback from SDLC about goals to focus on in the new year. Results will be brought to the group to discuss and streamline expectations. Joe shared the work AVDC has done in this area.
B. Team Building Exercise
Participants complete two questions on Slido about CTE
C. Bylaws
Current bylaws are outdated and not being followed. Looking to address the bylaws. We will be sharing the current bylaws and taking your input on how to modify the bylaws. Recommendations (first and second) will be brought up at another time. AVDC will also be updating the bylaws.

XII. Discussion items from members
No other discussion items.
XIII. Information Items
A. JAB approval before September 1, 2025
B. Complete OMA & FOIA training
C. Submit the Illinois Audit Certification in GATA portal by August 31, 2025
D. Amend any extended grants ending August 31 before July 31. (July 26th suggested date for submission, July 31st absolute final date)

XIV. Upcoming Meetings
A. August — no meeting
B. September 3, 2025 — virtual, starts at 9 am, https://meet.goto.com/967540261
C. October 7, 2025 — in-person at VALEES, starts at 10:30 am

XV. Adjournment at 4:20 pm
Motion to adjourn by Kaleb Smith, EFE 450
Second by Lance Copes, GAVC



