
Area Vocational Director’s Council
October 17, 2025

 Call to Order: (Introductions)

Those present green in person, yellow virtual
Other virtual - Erica Thieman -ISBE
		Rich Burchell - ISBE
		Terry Stroh - ICTA

	Matt Kelley - Kankakee Area Career Center[image: ]

	Gerrie Aulsia - Technology Center of DuPage 


[image: ]
	Matt Puckett - Lincolnland Technical Education Center


	Joe Barbic - Indian Valley Area Vocational Center
[image: ]
	Juletta Ellis - South Central IL Regional Workforce Training and Innovation Center
[image: ]
	Nick Casey -Okaw Area Vocational Center

[image: ]

	Lance Copes - Grundy Area Vocational Center

[image: ]
	James Hood - Quad City Career and Tech Ed Cons
[image: ]
	Nick Chatterton - Vermillion Vocational Education Delivery System

	
Tera Graves - Livingston Area Career Center[image: ]
	

James Hood- Quad City Career and Tech ed
	

Patrick Harner - Five County Regional Voc System

	 - Bob Gosch - Fox Valley Career Center
[image: ]
	
	Sebastian Kapala - Lake County High Schools Tech Campus
[image: ]

	Adam Seaney - Galesburg Area Vocational Center[image: ]

	Joe McGinnis - Collinsville Area Career Center

[image: ]
	Stephanie Mohr - Career Center of Southern IL
[image: ]

	Brett Hitchens - Heartland Technical Academy
[image: ]
	Kara Andrews - Mt. Vernon Area Vocational Center
[image: ]
	Tom Crouch - KEC Area Vocational Center
[image: ]

	Chad Stenburg - Jo Daviess Carroll Area Vocational Center
[image: ]
	Lindsey Stumpenhorst - Whiteside Area Career Center

[image: ]
	Wes Aymer - Capital Area Career Center
[image: ]

	
Elizabeth Kaufman - Wilco Area Career Center


[image: ]
	
Matt Mcclellend - Quincy Area Vocational Technical Center
[image: ]
	
Shane Lange -La Salle Peru Area Career Center
[image: ]

	
Bryce Hansen - Bloomington Area Career Center

[image: ]
	McLain Schaefer - Leaders Innovating for Tomorrow - LIFT
[image: ]
	



· Approval of September Meeting Minutes – Aymer

· AVDC Financial Report – Elizabeth Kaufman

· Affiliate Reports:
              a.         ICTA - Terry Stroh (No Report)
No report
              b.         IACTE - Dr. Chris Merrill (Report)
Linked 
              c.         SDLC - Dr. Bret Hitchings (Report)
Linked
              d.         ISBE  -  Dr. Erica Thieman
· Rick Burchell - Career Center consultant - visits this year needs and wants for centers
· Monitoring tool in development
· Nov/Dec begin dates
· 63 million in requests for ACC’s 
· Line item increased or line item pull out for ACC’s
· Annual Governors report - coming out soon
· Connections conference May 5 and 6

· Legislative Update – Pam Weber Report 
· Report Linked

· New Business
1. Guest Presentation (D14 Aviation) - Kelley 
· Presentation from D14 air explanation of curriculum and how the program works at KCC
2. History of Centers and Financing in Illinois - Kaufman
i. Elizabeth passed out a historical 1976 position document.  Pam Weber added comments.
3. Funding Discussion - McGinnis
i. Funding Advocacy
4. AVDC By-Laws Discussion - Aymer/McGinnis
i. AVDC By-Laws 10/18/76
ii. AVDC By-Laws - Draft Updates
iii. Lance offered added a funding committee to the 3 existing.
iv. Motion to add Legislative Representative to the  officer role.
Term 5 yrs.  Elected simple majority paid membership.  Removal ⅔ majority paid membership 
5. Guest Presentation (BuilderFax) - Crouch
i. Presentation by Joe Burgess - Builderfax and Lumber Inc. 


· Old Business  

1. Area Career Center Principal’s Council Creation (W. Aymer)
Survey coming out
2. Career Center Director Survey (W. Aymer)
Survey coming out
3. Skills USA Discussion (Aymer/Kaufman) 
	Discussion around hosting events
4. Next Meeting:  December 5th @ Bloomington Career Academy 
5. AVDC Meeting Dates
6. AVDC Goals
Adjourned, 12:25
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