ALEXANDER ELEMENTARY
Falcon Family Community Meeting
              November 10, 2025 – 6:30 pm – Alexander Library 


	Reports & Presentations

	Welcome!
(5 minutes)
	Please be sure to sign in! [image: ]

Please email AlexanderElementaryPTO@gmail.com  or scan code to join the PTO email list. This is the best way to find out about volunteering for upcoming events! 
Principal Thompson, Leadership team: Sara, Ariane, Melissa, Ali, Rachel, Michelle
Oscar, Colbin, Gina, Dalenis, Thatiana, Daniela, Maria, Mirian, Aubin, Mami, Adela, Emily, Lorena, Venus, Yesenia, Julio, Petrona, Alondra, Jenyfer, Brenda, Yina, Priscille


	Principal’s Report
Katie Thompson, Principal
(5 minutes) 
	Tonight there are translators available for Spanish, French and Arabic speakers.
Our ELL (English Language Learners) team is presenting tonight. 
Two conference dates are coming up:
· Wednesday November 12th and next Wednesday November 19th. 
· Teachers are requested to seek 100% attendance
· Families who have not signed up yet for conferences will be contacted by teachers
· Teachers will accommodate conference locations to get to 100% attendance
· ELL staff is available tonight to assist with signing up

Food resource updates:
· This past weekend changes to food resources have occurred 
· Slides in the presentation will have information on the best ways to support those in need of food assistance this time of year
· Biggest message is we want to support existing local systems and food banks as they are already established and equipped to help everyone. Alexander Elementary will not be having its own food drive to avoid confusion.
Heartlander Hockey 
· Alexander students have been invited to a Heartlanders hockey game at Extreme Arena in Coralville on November 23rd. 
· Alexander students were invited to reserve a free ticket online and additional tickets for parents can also be purchased. 
· Students had a fun assembly with the team and mascot to announce the game.
· https://www.gofevo.com/group/ICCSD25

	Teacher-Speakers
English Language Learners Team
(15 minutes)
	Alexander has 6 ELL teachers, 3 in attendance tonight-Ms Sadecky, Ms. Sirena, and Ms Walters.
District Wide Snapshot
· Approximately ⅕ of students are bilingual or multilingual
· ELL is the process of learning English. Monitored ELL students have demonstrated proficiency in last two years and Former EL students have demonstrated proficiency on the annual ELL assessment
· The district has 2,157 ELL students. Theses students speak more than 71 languages and cultural backgrounds. There are 93 ELL teaching positions
· ELL population has increased from 175 in 2005-2006 to over 2000 currently. 
· Many exit ELL during high school with 1,419 students having exited. It doesn’t mean the student is deficit or wrong, it’s a chance to get extra work with teachers.
· Top three languages spoken by ELL students are Spanish, Arabic and French
Alexander Specific
· Currently have 145 ELL students at Alexander
· Students meet for 30-40 minutes per day in groups of 3-6 students
· Newcomer students meet for 60 minutes each day in groups of 1-4
· Proficiency assessment  is ELPA 21 given in February and March and assesses reading, writing, listening and speaking. Used to see how students have grown.
· Students stop receiving ELL classes when score 4 or 5 in ELPA assessments, reading and writings tests and classroom performance from teachers
· Teaching uses a lot of visuals, National Geographic Reach books specific to each grade. Imagine Learning is an online based program used in addition to books.
· Parent Teacher conferences for ELL students include classroom teacher, ELL teacher and parents












	PTO Update & Discussion

	PTO Overview & 
Fall Events 
(10 minutes) 
	· Sara Karbeling & Ariane Rhone, PTO Co-Presidents 2025-26
· Readathon final totals: 
· Reading minutes: 27,245
· Total raised: $5613
The Readathon had its  2nd year and was bigger than it was last year. Principal Thompson will select about 10 students for the silly string battle. [image: ]
 
· Fall Festival Updates & Signup --------------->	
· Baked Goods 
· Volunteers for games/food handout 
· Teacher/Staff volunteers 
This Friday is the Fall Festival. There will be games, pizza, silent auction and raffle. New for this year is any Alexander student that comes will get 10 free tickets. Cash only to buy more tickets and are .50 per ticket. Alexander students will receive their free tickets at the event. Their names will be checked off a list when they pick theirs up. [image: ]
· Teacher Conference Meal Sign-up  ---------->
· November 19th 

To say thank you, the PTO provides a dinner for the teachers one of the conference nights. This year is a taco bar. Other foods not on the sign up list can be brought as well. We are planning to feed 70 instructional staff. Teachers love the meals! 

Supporting our community - Where to donate/receive support[image: ]



Food access has been disrupted in our community. The QR code will take you to a list of places with food that is available and places to donate. It’s really important to support others in the community during this time.

	Regular PTO Business: 
(5 minutes) 
	· Treasurer’s Report - balance:  $8196.95  With recent transactions:  
· $346.36 expense for readathon materials
· $5652.33 deposit from readathon income
· Past Meeting Minutes: alexander.iowacityschools.org/pto 

	Snack Distribution
	Have a great night!      See you in January! 



	Upcoming Events

	· 12/8 - PTO meeting - Zoom (https://iowacityschools-org.zoom.us/j/97053526532)

· 1/12 - Community Meeting 
· 1/23 - Community Movie Night

· 2/9 - PTO meeting - Zoom (https://iowacityschools-org.zoom.us/j/97053526532)
· 2/12 - PJ Storytime

· 3/4 -  Conferences - PTO Meal - Sign-up genius
· 3/9 - Community Meeting 
· ISASP week - Sign-up genius for classroom snacks 

· 4/13 - PTO meeting - Zoom (https://iowacityschools-org.zoom.us/j/97053526532)
· 4/23 - Arts Night 

· 5/4-5/8 - Teacher appreciation week - Sign-up genius
· 5/11 - Community Meeting 
· 5/25 - End of Year Snack Sign-up Sign-up genius for classroom snacks
· 5/? - Bike Rodeo - Sign-up genius
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