Education Advisory Committee (GEAC) to the Norfolk School Board Presiding Officer: Dr. Ronald White
September 9th, 2025 Meeting Minutes
This meeting was held at Academy for Discovery at Lakewood-1701 Alsace Avenue, Norfolk, Va. 23509
In attendance:

Members:

	Dr. Ronald White
	Chair, Parent

	Dr. Jori Beck
	Co-Vice Chair, Community

	Karla Stead
	Sr. Coordinator, Gifted Ed & Academic Rigor Services/GEARS

	Dr. Serita Griffin
	Secretary, Community

	Thomas Ambler
	Community

	Elizabeth Heizer
	Parent

	Dr. David Courson
	Co-Vice Chair, Parent

	Elizabeth McKenzie
	Parent

	Ruth Osorio
	Parent

	Hollis Simodynes
	Parent

	Shelby Sterne
	Parent 



Guests:

	Vicky Greco
	Community Member

	Patricia Costis
	GRT

	Bruce Brady
	Executive Director

	Darnita Pearce
	GRT

	Debbie Reynolds
	GRT



Welcome: Dr. White called the meeting to order at 6:0p.m.

Old Business

Review of minutes: Dr. White asked the members if they had reviewed the minutes/notes from the meeting held on June 10th, 2025 and that were provided via email for members to review.

The minutes were approved by all present members. 


New Business

At 6:07 Karla Stead briefly discussed the gifted services provided to secondary students. 
· In middle school, GRTs become itinerant and are split with high schools. The focus becomes providing resources for teachers to meet the needs of gifted students. * 
· Middle school and high schools offer honors, advanced placement, and international baccalaureate classes; however these are not considered gifted classes. IB is the only curriculum recognized by the National Association of Gifted Children as being preferable for gifted students. 
· Honors and AP Courses-Honors courses are more open to students that scored well on SOLs. AP courses are college-level courses. AP courses are typically more rigorous.
· Twilight Class-(NTC) Program for high school students (enrichment) geared towards gifted students although they don’t have to be gifted to be in the class. (9th and 10th graders-eligible to all students)
At 6:22 Dr. Paticia Costas discussed the NorStar Program
· NorStar Program-an elective science program open to high school (mostly 8th graders). Students must apply and interview. Four components to the program Goal setting, Projects, Presentations, and Competitions.
At 6:35 Dr. White led a discussion about the role of the GEAC Committee.
At 6:37 Members and Attendees introduced themselves.
At 6:53 Committee members and attendees reviewed Smart Goals for the purpose of requesting specific data to determine if progress is being made on the goals. 
· At 7:09 members and attendees shared remarks on the goals. 

Public comment: 

At 7:27 Dr. White opened the public comment portion of the meeting for stakeholders wishing to address the GEAC on the topic of their choice regarding gifted education. All stakeholders are welcome to give their full statements in writing to the GEAC chair at rlwhite@nsu.edu
Follow-up regarding issues raised will be conducted as needed and shared with the full committee. No public comments were offered prior to the meeting.

Announcements
· October 9th-Middle and High School Showcases, Norview HS 6:00-8:00
· Sept 30th - Secondary Parent Workshop-Zoom-6-7
· Oct. 15th - Elementary Parent Workshop-Zoom 5:30-6:30
· Oct 30th - Individual Info Sessions on Rosemont Middle Programs
· GSA-Online Workshop Oct 9th
· Larchmont PTA 43rd Annual Rat Race, Friday, September12th 


REMAINING 2025-2026 GEAC MEETING DATE

October 14th, 2025
November 18th, 2025
January 13th, 2025
February 10th, 2025
March, 10th, 2025
April 14th, 2025
May 12th, 2025


Chair Closing Remarks -Members may submit all feedback via email to Dr. Ronald White at rlwhite@nsu.edu
At 7:32 –Dr. Beck motioned to adjourn the meeting. The motion was seconded and all members agreed to adjourn
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