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Durham Elementary School
4803 Brinkman Street Houston TX 77018
Phone: 713/613-2527 Fax: 713/696-2701
Website: www.houstonisd.org/DurhamES
Principal: Terrence King 
Title I Coordinator: Craig Gerhard


Durham Elementary Parent Family Engagement Policy 2025-2026

Statement of Purpose
Durham Elementary School, as well as parents of students participating in activities, services and programs that use Title I, Part A, Elementary and Secondary Education Statutes (ESEA) funds (participating students agree that this agreement establishes the responsibilities of parents, school staff, and students to improve academic performance and the means by which the school and parents will form and develop a society that will help students achieve the high standards state standards. This policy was developed with the assistance and approval of the parents of students in the Title I program.
 
Policy Involvement
[bookmark: _gjdgxs]Durham Elementary is a school wide Title I school.  Every year, all parents are invited to participate in one or more meetings. Topics of discussion at these meetings will include Title I, the Parent Involvement Policy, IB Programing, Dual Language, and other opportunities for parental participation. A Meet the Teacher and an Open House is held in August and September for students and parents to have an opportunity to visit their child’s classroom and become better informed about grade level expectations. Our annual Title I meeting is held in conjunction with Open House. Representatives from the staff and other organizations are invited to help with the presentations, which are presented in both English and Spanish. In order to meet the diverse needs of our parents, training on a multitude of topics will be held year-round at various times. 

Program Involvement
At meetings, we give parents timely information about our Title I programs, including tutoring, parental involvement opportunities, IB Program and Dual Language as part of our bilingual services.  We describe our curriculum, explain our expectations for our students, and discuss how student performance is measured both on and off campus.   In addition, assistance and guidance is given on both criterion-referenced and norm-referenced standardized tests, parent reports for the STAAR, district level assessments which include CIRCLE Assessment for PK, High Frequency Word Evaluations, and Renaissance. We hold Parent Teacher Association meetings (PTA) and Coffee, Tea and IB meetings at least four times a year to respond to parents’ suggestions.  We encourage parents to make suggestions, to share experiences with other parents, and to participate in decision-making.  If the school wide program plan is unsatisfactory to the parents, the information is introduced at SDMC meetings in the form of a Topic of Concern, and further action is addressed at the meetings.  The parent involvement plan can be revised to address the needs of our school.
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Shared Responsibilities for High Student Academic Achievement
A school-parent compact was developed with parents of participating Title I students.  It explains how parents, school staff and the students will share responsibility for each student’s academic success.  Parent-teacher conferences will be held at least once during the school year but will be scheduled as needed by the teacher and/or requested by the parent. There will be many opportunities for parents to volunteer in the classroom and at our campus. All parents must be cleared by the VIPS/Raptor system to volunteer. 





Building Capacity for Involvement  
It is part of Durham’s role to teach parents how to help their children learn.  One way this is done is by explaining educational laws.  Parents are given information about district, state and national education goals, Title I requirements, TEKS, STAAR, High Frequency Word Evaluation, the school improvement plan, and bilingual education at PTA, Coffee Tea and IB, and or SDMC meetings.
 
Parent Training and Involvement
Presentations are designed to help parents know if a child is doing well, how parents can work with teachers to help their children, and how to be involved in decision-making about the education of their children.  Materials and training are provided to help parents assist their children. Some training includes family literacy activities, parent workshops by the Durham Staff, GT Expo, and even Portfolio Day.  Parents are also given opportunities to learn more about the Dual Language Program through training provided by campus staff and the district level.  

Professional development training is also provided to teachers and other staff members. School staff is taught the importance of involving parents as partners, programs for parents, and building ties between home and school.
 
Our school strives to coordinate parental involvement activities among the different programs available on our campus.  Shared parental involvement activities are sponsored for Title I through our Pre-Kindergarten, IB, Dual Language bilingual programs, tutorials, and hourly lecturers. Outreach programs are organized and implemented by the school Nurse and Wraparound Specialist on health concerns and counseling concerns for children.
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