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Head Lice Policy 

MPS’s policy regarding head lice (pediculosis) complies with the recommendations of the 
American Academy of Pediatrics, National Association of School Nurses, and the Centers for Disease Control.

No child will be excluded from school because they have head lice.  
When a student exhibits symptoms of head lice (itching, scratching, visible nits), they will be screened by the school nurse or a knowledgeable staff member (see flowchart). If the student is found to have live lice or nits by the nurse or knowledgeable staff member, the parent will be notified and asked to treat the student for head lice after the end of the school day. The student will be checked by the school nurse or knowledgeable staff member when the child returns to school, upon the availability of the nurse or staff member. If the student remains positive for live lice or nits the following day, the parent will be contacted again, and additional education will be provided to the family by the school nurse or knowledgeable staff member. If no improvements are made within 7–10 days, a meeting with the nurse, school social worker, and/or administrator will be made to discuss lice removal with the parent/ guardian. If the parent refuses the meeting, does not arrive at the meeting, OR no improvements have been made in an additional 7–10 days, the nurse/knowledgeable staff member will send home the physician clearance letter/parent record of treatment to be completed. If this letter is not received back, an update has not given by the family, OR improvements have not been made, the nurse/ knowledgeable staff member will begin once-monthly lice checks. If nits or live lice are found at that check, additional education packets or a phone call will be made home. If improvements have not been attempted by the family within one year, a referral to CPS will be made. 
Notification letters to parents will be sent home if a classroom is identified as having two or more confirmed cases of head lice. Classroom and schoolwide head checks will not be conducted, as transmission in the school setting has been found to be rare. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]No student should be stigmatized because he/she has head lice. The presence of head lice is not an indication of poor hygiene. It is recommended that the student avoid close head-to-head contact with other children in the classroom.
Parents/guardians have the ultimate responsibility for their children, which includes assisting in the prevention and management of head lice cases through regular checks of their children’s hair and starting immediate treatment when head lice are detected.
MPS Nursing will continue to make every effort to incorporate up-to-date information 
and evidence-based practices into our recommendations.
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