CWITN Meeting Minutes

October 28, 2025

Agenda: 
	Motions and Action Items
	Notes

	
Mission Statement & Overview:

The October meeting of the Central Washington Interagency Transition Network (CWITN) covered several key updates. Several participants highlighted challenges and resources for students with disabilities, as well as the importance of individualized support and advocacy. Yakima Valley College shared about the services and support available for students with disabilities. The group emphasized teaching students self-advocacy skills so they can better access services. Community events, such as a recent community dance and resource fair, were discussed as examples of engagement and support for transitioning youth. Updates were provided on the near launch of a dedicated website to centralize information and resources related to transition services. Training for educators on transition services and planning was reviewed, with upcoming sessions announced and the importance of community involvement highlighted. Several action items were established, including circulating flyers, sharing training opportunities, and planning future collaboration with community partners. The meeting closed with gratitude for everyone's participation and reminders about ongoing and future initiatives. 

	Yakima Valley College Disability Support Services:

	· Yakima Valley College’s Disability Support Services (DSS) provided an overview of the resources and supports available to ensure equitable access for students and staff with disabilities. DSS focuses on creating a barrier-free campus environment and fostering awareness of disability inclusion across the college community.

· DSS is committed to providing appropriate accommodations, access to adaptive technology, and equal opportunity for all YVC-sponsored programs and academic resources.

· The DSS team works directly with students, instructors, and departments to identify and implement accommodations that meet individual needs. 

· Available Accommodations (examples), alternative testing formats, or extended time, recorded (taped) texts and lectures, American Sign Language (ASL) interpreters, note-taking assistance, and registration assistance

· YVC does not conduct disability assessments. Students who suspect they have a disability should seek evaluation from qualified professionals in their area.

· Acceptable documentation typically includes an IEP (Individualized Education Plan) or 504 Plan, along with the Evaluation Report used to determine the disability.

· For further informatio,n contact Jennifer Hopper, ASL & DSS Coordinator jhopper@yvcc.edu | 509-530-2019 or Malynda Dyer, Program Assistant  mdyer@yvcc.edu | 509-574-4961


	Community Partner Updates:


	· Marie Kerr, Parent Resource Coordinator with PAVE Partnerships for Action Voices for Empowerment, shared upcoming trainings provided through Benton Franklin Counties Special Education PTA. Please see the link: https://wapave.org/event/special-education-workshops/2026-04-23/

· The event “A Journey To Success” provided resources and services for individuals with intellectual or developmental disabilities. The event was a success, with many vendors and families showing up and participating. With the event's ongoing success, it may become an annual event organized by the Yakima Health District.

· The Community Dance event created a welcoming and supportive environment for attendees. The event included music (DJ Amy), a craft-and-coloring room that offered a quiet space for attendees. This breakaway room was popular and well-used throughout the night.

· Although weather conditions limited outdoor activities, the organizers adapted and ensured everyone felt included and engaged indoors.

· The dance fostered a sense of belonging and community, with staff and volunteers praised for their dedication and individualized support for attendees. The event was considered a success, contributing positively to the transition support and social experiences of attendees.

· You can find more information by going to the community dance Facebook page by typing in Deeann’s Community Dance and requesting permission to join to receive further information.

· The CWITN website is in its final steps of development and is expected to be completed and active before the next meeting. The website's features will include resources, upcoming events, and potentially a calendar for community updates.

· The LINK Program continues ongoing success with eleven enrolled students from schools across the ESD 105 region. Kim Williams also provided updates on the teacher trainings she’s led, with future training sessions available. Kim shared her involvement in meeting with the Yakima Health District to develop future training (e.g., food handler certification) for students. 



Thank you!
