CWITN Meeting Minutes

August 19, 2025

Participants:
	Tracie Hoppis, Vice Chair; CWITN, Parent, Children’s Village
	Rebekah Fuss, Vice Chair; CWITN, Teacher, Selah Transition Education Program
	Crystal Marey, Executive Board Treasurer; CWITN, Parent
	Joel Lupercio, CWITN ESD 105 Representative

	Daniel Bravo, Yakima Health District
	Amy Berkheimer, Parent, Children’s Village
	Jill McColm, Naches Valley School District, Transition Teacher
	Lori Garcia, Children’s Village

	Kim Williams, ESD 105
	Daisy Lopez, Children’s Village
	Carolyn Nease, Division of Vocational Rehabilitation, Counselor
	Gerry Muller, Naches Valley School District, Special Education Director

	Ofelia Romero, Entrust Community Services
	Sadie Holwegner, Children’s Village
	Tod Berthte, Developmental Disability Community Services
	Kailey Calvert, Naches Valley School District, School Psychologist

	Kenia Morales, Central Washington Disability Resource
	Jake LaMarche, Jericho Counseling Services
	Debbie Stevens, Granger School District, Transition Teacher
	Rosa Quiroz, Regional Transition Consultant, DSHS

	Nora Sehnert, Yakama Nation Tribal School
	Marie Kerr, PAVE
	Jade Linden, Compass Career Solutions
	Jaime Bond, Developmental Disabilities Community Services



Agenda: 
	Motions and Action Items
	Notes

	
Mission Statement & Overview:

The August meeting of the Central Washington Interagency Transition Network (CWITN) covered several key updates. Jamie Bond from Developmental Disability Community Services (DDCS) discussed the new Home and Community Living Administration, staffing reductions, and waiver capacity issues, emphasizing the need for legislative support. The group also highlighted the importance of transition services, with a focus on reducing wait times for crisis prevention intervention systems. Updates included community partners' upcoming events, a successful educator day, the development of the CWITN website, and an upcoming "The Right Ahead," A film by Samuel Habib & Dan Habib, a documentary screening. The meeting concluded with a discussion on the need for better support and less wait time for families receiving and applying for services and supports.

	Developmental Disability Community Services (DDCS):

	· DDCS is now part of the Home and Community Living Administration. Merged with Aging and Long Term Support Administration.

· Jamie discusses the impact of staffing reductions and the removal of case managers for the no-pay services caseload.

· Jamie explains the changes to waivers and the efforts to simplify the service delivery system. Some waivers are at full capacity: Individual and Family Services Waiver: Full (8,000 people), Children's Intensive In-Home Behavior Supports Waiver: Full (200 kids), Basic Plus Waiver: About 600 slots left. Transition students get priority for waiver access. 

· Staffing and Service Challenges: Reduced call center hours, Reduced case managers for non-paid services caseload, waiting times for services can be several months to a year, Provider recruitment and retention are significant challenges.

· Jamie provides updates on the federal impacts of the Budget Reconciliation Act and the potential changes to Medicaid and food stamps.


	Community Partner Updates:


	· The Transition Educator Day was held on August 7th with approximately 30 people attending. The participants included DVR representatives, DDCS representatives, Educators, and Employment providers. 

· Roger Wentz discussed the DDCS application process and emphasized the importance of getting families to apply early due to longer wait lists.

· Some participants suggested holding the event later in the school year. The organizers are open to adjusting the date based on feedback.

· The community dance sponsored by Entrust Community Services had a great turnout. It was a luau-themed dance with additional activity for individuals to participate in if they choose not to dance. 

· There are plans to host another dance in October with a Halloween costume party theme. Actively seeking more community partners to help/volunteer, and support this community-owned dance. 

· You can find more information by going to the community dance Facebook page by typing in Deeann’s Community Dance and requesting permission to join to receive further information. 

· The CWITN website is in its final steps of development and is expected to be completed by the first or second week of September. The website's features will include resources, upcoming events, and potentially a calendar for community updates.




Thank you!
