Topic:  Understanding MPS Graduation Requirements (*if possible, have guidance counselor attend group for any clarification)
Learning Intention:  
· We are learning that there are requirements needed for graduation.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]We are learning that reading our own transcript is an important skill.
Success Criteria:  
· We know we are successful when students can state how many unites of each subject area are needed to graduate. 
· We know we are successful when students know how many TOTAL credits are needed to graduate. 
· We know we are successful when students can classify class status (freshmen, sophomore, junior, senior) based on credits earned. 
· We know we are successful when students know two MPS graduation options. 
Materials for Activity:
· Large post-it paper/easel/chalkboard/whiteboard
· Markers/Chalk
· Class Designation form for each participant 
· What’s on my transcript? (example and blank form) for each participant
· Copies of each student’s transcript
· Pens/Markers for each student
· 64 pieces of scrap paper for Activity #1 
· Map for Activity #1
· Attendance Report Week Prior 
Standard Circle Set-Up:
· Chairs in a circle (preferably without desk attached)
· Center piece in center of circle
· 3-4 talking pieces around the center piece
· 2-4 copies of Shared Agreements 
Group Procedure
	Welcome

	Greet students, get in circle.  If needed, seat students strategically.  Notice how the group is doing today (e.g. high or low energy, high or low motivation).  If needed, remind students of the shared agreements. You can ask a student to volunteer to read them or read them yourself.



	Icebreaker

	If you were at your dream job, where (in what city) would you be and what would you be doing? Why?




	Prior Week Reflection
Pass out the prior week attendance data. Have students reflect on their performance by stating: Let’s take some time to review our attendance for the week.  
· Facilitator, take time to explain the attendance report provided. Elaborate on the codes (ANOX, TAUN, ABEX, TAEX, LATE, A, etc.).   
· Facilitator, you may use IC reports or student profile report in Dashboard to approximate attendance percentage.   
· On average, if you miss 2 days a month (in high school that may be 14 class periods) every month, your attendance is 90% which is considered chronically absent.   
After group understands attendance report ask: In the last week what prevented you from getting to school?



	Topic of the Week

	Today we are going to talk about MPS graduation requirements and how to read and understand your transcript.



	Inspiring Word

	"Success is not final, failure is not fatal: it is the courage to continue that counts." Winston Churchill



	Lesson

	Today we are going to talk about graduation requirements and understanding your transcript.  
· Facilitator will now pass out the MPS graduation requirements sheet/Class designation form. Facilitator will discuss the requirements for 22 credit graduation.  Facilitator will also review how many credits it takes to move on to the next grade level. Facilitator will refer students to talk to their counselor (if not present) about other graduation options.



	Activity to Practice Skill

	Activity #1: 64 Squares/Mystery Pathways
Facilitator, ask the group to arrange 64 sheets of paper on the ground (an 8 by 8 grid). *use scrap paper
1. Explain that this challenge has to do with your success at school and in life. If you pay attention you will be able to see connections between the activity, the paths you choose and how that can effect your experience - in this case - Graduation! 
2. Set up: 
a. Students stand around 3 sides of the grid (facilitator stands on the side that is the FINISH line)
b. Tell the story that the START line signifies their first day in high school, and that as they have shared in group, they have learned about set backs and moving forward
c. Students' goal is to get from the start line (entering high school) to the finish line (GRADUATION!)
d. Students must step on the first row of squares 
e. Students may move only to any square that is adjacent to the one they are standing on (sideways, forward, backwards, and diagonal)
f. Once they've hit a dead end, students must return on the "safe" path 
g. Everyone must go once before someone takes a second turn 
3. PLAY:
a. First student takes a first step on the board; if it's a safe square (footprint on the Map provided), you make NO sound. If it's an UNSAFE square (X), you make a remark like the following: 
i. Oh no! You slept in and ditched school today... 
ii. Oh no! You didn't complete your English work and failed a test... 
iii. Oh no! You skipped gym class all semester, and you failed the course... 

b. If the student steps on a safe square, the student may continue on until he/she hits an unsafe square
c. The team continues to go in order (so that all participating) until a safe path all the way across is found
d. If after 5 minutes, they are really struggling, you may want to offer a clue about folding/turning over the paper
e. Once a student makes it all the way through, he/she leads the rest of the group through the successful path of graduation! 
· May be helpful to make a concrete example of starting and successfully graduating high school

Activity #2: 
· Have copies of each student’s transcript. MOST importantly, it is not necessary to individually go over every student’s transcript, but instead give them the knowledge to de-code their transcript for themselves.
· Have each student complete "What's on My High School Transcript" Worksheet and suggest that they follow up with counselor if more assistance is needed


	Closing Circle Question  

	In the circle, have the students share one thing that surprised them about their transcript. How did their attendance impact their current credit summary? Thinking of Winston Churchill's quote "Success is not final, failure is not fatal: it is the courage to continue that counts," what are your next steps?
































Student Agenda
Topic: Understanding MPS Graduation Requirements and Reading Your Transcript
 
Welcome

Ice breaker

 If you were working at your dream job, what would it be and where (what city) would you work?

Topic of the Week

Understanding MPS Graduation Requirements and Reading Your Transcript
 
Inspiring Word

“Success is not final, failure is not fatal: it is the courage to continue that counts.” Winston Churchill
 
Lesson 

· MPS graduation requirements
 
Activity to Practice 

· Mystery Pathways/64 Squares 
· What’s On My Transcript worksheet

Closing 
What surprised you about your transcript?  
How does your attendance affect the credit total?  
Thinking of Winston Churchill’s quote “success is not final, failure is not fatal: it is the courage to continue that counts,” how are you going to move forward?
 
 






What's on My High School Transcript
NAME: Sally Smith (EXAMPLE)
	Required Subject
	Credits Required
	Course(s) Taken
	Credit Earned
	Credit Needed

	English
	4
	English 9 -2 semesters
English 10-2semesters
English 11-2 semesters
	3
	1

	Math
	3
	 
Algebra 2 semesters
Geometry 2 semesters
Calculus 2 semesters
	3
	0

	Science
	3
	Physical Science 2 semesters
Biology 2 semesters
 
	2
	1

	Health
	.5
	 
	0
	.5

	Fine Arts
	1
	Art 1
	.5
	.5

	Social Studies
	3
	World History 2 semesters
U.S. History 2 semesters
 
	2
	1

	Physical Education
	1.5
	 
	0
	1.5

	Electives
	6
	Microsoft office 2 semesters
Psychology 2 semesters
Pre-algebra  2 semesters
Microsoft PowerPoint 2 semesters
	4
	2

	Totals
	22
	 
	14.5
	7.5



What's on My High School Transcript
Fill in the following chart ONLY with courses you have PASSED/EARNED CREDIT for.  
	Required Subject
	Credits Required
	Course(s) Taken
	Credit Earned
	Credit Needed

	English
	 
 
 4
	 
 
 
 
 
	 
	 

	Math
	 
 
 3
	 
 
 
 
 
	 
	 

	Science
	 
3	 
 
	 
 
 
 
 
	 
	 

	Health
	.5 
 
	 
	 
	 

	Fine Art
	1 
 
	 
	 
	 

	Social Studies
	3 
 
 
	 
	 
	 

	Physical Education
	 
1.5 
	 
	 
	 

	Electives
	 
 
 6.0
 
	 
 
 
 
 
	 
	 

	Totals
	22 
	 
	 
	 


 Look at the total number of credits you still NEED.  
Is this number surprising? (Circle one)  YES   or   NO    Why or Why not?                                                                                                                                                                                                            
Are you on track to graduate on time? (Circle one)       YES         NO        I DON’T KNOW 
*If you answered NO or I DON’T KNOW to the last question, make an appointment with your counselor.    


Class Designation
	Credits Earned
By Sept 1st.
	Standing
	Special notes/ considerations

	0-4.5
	Freshman
	1st year

	0-4.5
	Freshman repeater
	2+ years

	5-9.5
	Sophomore
	 

	10-15.5
	Junior
	4th year Juniors must have 18.5 credits in January to be considered for Senior status.

	16-22+
	Senior
	(18.5 by Jan. 28th )

	 
	Graduate of MPS
	*See below


*Consideration for graduation
	Minimum  # credits needed
	Required Course

	4
	English

	2 (3 for class of 2015 and beyond)
	Math: Algebra /Geometry

	2 (3 for class of 2015 and beyond)
	Science

	1
	US History

	1
	World History/Geography

	1
	Citizenship/Am. Govt./Economics

	1.5
	P.E.

	  .5 
	Health

	1.0
	Fine Arts

	8.0 (6 starting 2015)
	Elective credits

	Additional new requirement for Freshmen, Soph., and Juniors (class of 2015 and beyond)
	Service Learning, community service or completion of an online course







MAP FROM FRESHMAN YEAR TO GRADUATION
[image: ]
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