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Topic: Graduation Requirements*
*Facilitators for Activity: If not already facilitating this group, co-facilitation with your school’s guidance counselor for this lesson is recommended and preferred.
Learning Intentions: We will be able to:
1. Identify the credits needed to earn each grade-level status (i.e., sophomore, junior, senior, graduate)
2. Identify the required credits and elective credits needed for graduation
3. Analyze our transcripts
4. Identify multiple pathways to graduation 
Success Criteria: We know we’re successful when we can identify the number of credits we currently hold and the number needed to transition to the next grade, know where to access resources about specific graduation requirements, and identify a possible pathway to graduation.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Materials for Activity: Copies of students’ individual transcripts, copies of current MPS graduation requirements (available on MPS home page or through mConnect), copies of “Weekly Goal Sheet Printable.doc,” DPR data (if available)
Teaching Procedure:
· See Guiding Document (pages 4–7) for starting procedures for each group (check-in menu, icebreaker menu, inspiring word menu, goal check-in rationale)
· Reminder: shared agreements (refer to your school PBIS expectations)
· Begin with a mindful minute (see “Menu of Mindful Practices”)
· Identify topic 
· Teach learning intentions and success criteria
· Lesson outline
A. Understanding Credit Levels
a. Ask group: What is the biggest difference about being in high school when compared to other grades (like elementary school or middle school)? Discuss responses.
i. Key to emphasize: In high school, you have to earn your way to the next grade.
b. Ask group: What is hardest thing about earning credits? Discuss responses. Facilitator may record responses.
i. Facilitator note: For students who are struggling to earn credits or keep up with their “right grade,” facilitators should really empathize with the students how things/expectations are different in high school.
ii. Keys to emphasize:
1. A lot to juggle—different teachers, different styles
2. A lot to keep track of
3. Not realizing I had to earn credits until it was too late
4. Focus wasn’t where it needed to be—too much playing around in my first year of high school
c. Ask group: What number of credits do you need to pass into the next grade? Discuss responses.
i. Freshman < 5 credits
ii. Sophomore > 5 credits < 10 credits
iii. Junior > 10 credits < 16 credits
iv. Senior > 16 < 22 credits
v. Graduate! > 22 credits
B. Examine Specific Graduation Requirements
a. Tell group: Let’s brainstorm what required classes are needed to graduate. Discuss responses. Facilitator may record responses.
b. Hand out current MPS graduation requirements and discuss specific graduation requirements.
i. Keys to emphasize:
1. How many credits do you earn in every class?
2. How many credits can you earn every term/semester/school year?
3. What can I do if I am behind (i.e., options for credit recovery/class make-up)?
4. What is the difference between required credits and elective credits?
5. Are there any “non-class/credit” requirements for graduation?
a. YES! Civics test and community service hours (if students don’t meet this requirement through service-learning or an online course)
C. Discuss Pathways to Graduation and Resources Available
a. Based on current MPS programming, discuss: 
i. Traditional pathways (i.e., earning credits in a “regular,” teacher-led or online setting)
ii. Alternative pathways:
1. GEDO #2 program
2. Competency-based program 
iii. Additional ways to earn credits:
1. Some schools within MPS can offer accelerated credits based on their school schedule (alternative high schools)
2. Night school
3. J-term (June)
4. Summer school (July)
5. Earning elective credits with work hours
b. Ask group: Who are resources in the school building if I have questions about graduation requirements or my progress toward graduation? Discuss responses.
i. Keys to emphasize:
1. School counselors/support staff/classroom teachers
2. Student Portal/MPS home page
3. College and Career Center
D. Activity to Practice Skill
a. Hand out students’ individual transcripts.
b. Facilitator note: Remind students of emotional safety and maintaining confidentiality with respect to their current progress toward high school graduation. 
c. Facilitator note (2): Remind group of “water under the bridge” idea if they don’t like what they are seeing. The purpose of analyzing their transcripts today is to own their past and make a plan moving forward.
d. Possible activities to do with the transcript include:
i. Credit analysis:
1. What years were you really on point?
2. What years were hard for you? Is this reflected in your grades/credits earned?
ii. Discussing possible pathways to graduation (e.g., GEDO #2, competency-based program)
iii. Mapping out graduation goals (i.e., certain GPA, certain graduation date) and how to help the student achieve his or her goals
E. Closing Circle Question/Process 
a. Ask group: What is one thing you learned today about graduation requirements? Graduation can feel like a long way out sometimes. What is one positive phrase you are going to tell yourself if you get discouraged?
b. Goal Check-Out: Distribute weekly goal sheets. Discuss the importance of having weekly goals within the school setting to work toward. Ask group: What did you learn from your DPR data and/or group this week that may be useful in planning your goal?
c. Positive Send-Off: Send each student off with a positive comment or observation from group and/or their goal sheet or DPR data.
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