	Elementary School Attendance SAIG (4-5 Grade)

Topic:			The Effects of Absenteeism

Learning Intentions:	We will learn that our absences have an impact on ourselves and on others.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Success Criteria:	We will know we are successful when we are able to; 
· List three ways our absences are negatively impacting themselves 
· List three ways our absences are negatively impacting others  
· List three ways good attendance impacts ourselves
· List three ways good attendance impacts others.

Materials for Activity:	Copies of the Ripple Effect worksheet, pencils

Standard Circle Set-Up:  This is the recommended set-up for circles
· Chairs in a circle (preferably without desk attached)
· Center piece in center of circle
· 3-4 talking pieces around the center piece
· 2-4 copies of the group’s shared agreements

Group Procedure
Teaching Procedure
· Welcome and names.
· Reminder: Shared Agreements (refer to your school PBIS expectations)
· Prior week reflection: Have students reflect on the performance by stating: Let’s take some time to have each student review his/her attendance from last week.  Then we will send the talking piece around for everyone to share their thoughts (this may include progress or areas of improvement).  Celebrate successes by recognizing students (this may include verbal praise. High fives, positive notes home, etc.).
· Identify topic: The Effects of Absenteeism    
· Today we are going to learn how our absences impact us and how they impact others.
· Opening circle question/prompt:  
· What are some things that happen when we are absent from school?  How do these things affect us?  How do these things affect others?  Give examples if needed.
· Explain the need for skill (connect with PBIS when appropriate): 
· In order to be responsible we need to attend school every day that we are healthy.  It is important we learn how our behavior of missing school affects us and affects others.  
· Teach Learning Intentions:
· We will learn the importance of being responsible and attending school each day.
· We will learn the effects our behavior has on ourselves and others.

A. Model examples and non-examples of the skill:
a. When we forget to put the ice cream in the freezer what happens?  The effect of our behavior is that the ice cream melts (facilitator prompts if no one answers).  When the dog is in the yard and we leave the gate opened what happens?  The effect of our behavior is that the dog runs out of the yard.
i. Waking up in the morning, getting dressed, paying attention to the clock and leaving for school on time is an example of being responsible.  The effect of this behavior is that it helps us to learn and increase our academic success.   It allows our teacher to do their job and to teach us.  It helps our parents to drop us off and get to work on time.  Our behavior effects ourselves and others in positive ways.
ii. Refusing to get out of bed, not listening to your parents when they tell you to get dressed and missing the bus is an example of not being responsible.  This behavior effects us because we won't get to school on time  and we will miss out on learning.  The behavior effects our teacher because we are not at school for them to do their job and teach us.  It effects our parents because they have to drive us to school and now they will be late for work. 

B. Provide Students with examples and non-examples: ( feel free to pick two examples that resonate with your group)
a. You wake up late, take your time getting dressed and you’re not ready when your mom, sister and brother are ready to leave at 7:25am to drive to school.  You arrive to school at 8:00am.   Is this behavior being responsible or irresponsible? How does this behavior effect you?  How does this behavior effect your parents? Teachers?  Classmates?  
b. You wake up when the alarm goes off.  You get out of bed and get dressed.  You eat and brush your teeth.  You are ready to leave when your mom, sister and brother are ready to leave at 7:25am to drive to school.  Is this behavior being responsible or irresponsible?  Who does this behavior effect? How?
c. You pick your clothes out, put your items in your book bag and put your book bag at the front door.  You go to sleep at 8:00pm and wake up on time to get ready for school.  Is this behavior being responsible or irresponsible?  Who does this behavior effect?  How? 
d. You wake up when your grandmother calls you to get out of bed.  You walk to the living room and begin playing video games.  Your grandmother comes in to tell you that you have to get ready to go to school and you pretend you are sick so you can finish playing your video game.  Is this behavior being responsible or irresponsible?   Who does this behavior effect?  How?
e. You are busy after school with basketball practice and you are too tired to do your homework.  You wake up early in the morning and finish your homework.  You rush and get dressed, brush your teeth and eat breakfast.  You rush to the bus stop just in time to get on the bus and go to school.  Is this behavior being responsible or irresponsible?  Who does this behavior effect? How? 
f. You stayed up late watching your favorite movie.  You finally fall asleep at 11:45PM.  Your sister comes in to wake you up in the morning .  You tell her you are too tired and turn over and fall back to sleep. Your mom comes in to wake you up.  You tell her you are too tired and turn over and fall back to sleep.  You finally wake up and your mother tells you that she has already given your siblings rides to school and you will have to walk.  You walk 10 blocks to school and arrive to school at 10:00am.  Is this behavior being responsible or irresponsible?  Who does this behavior effect?

Activity
What happens when you throw a pebble into a pond.  What do you see in the water? Ripples.  This is what we call the "Ripple Effect."  If we throw a pebble in a pond it will cause ripples in the water.  What might happen if …. 
A. We take the ice cream out and forget to put it back in the freezer.  What ripples does this behavior create?  The ice cream melts and it impacts others in the family who might want ice cream, our parents might get upset, we may not get any dessert.
Now let’s think about our attendance.  If we do not follow our parent or guardians directions in the morning and get up and get ready for school what ripples does that behavior cause.  See attached worksheet.  Have the students write down what impacts their behavior of missing school has on themselves and others.  Have students fill out a second sheet with the positive ripples created by coming to school each day on time. 
Closing Circle Question
Now that we have learned the effects our behavior has on ourselves and on others what might you do differently now to make sure that you are being responsible and coming to school everyday. 

