	Elementary School Attendance SAIG (4-5 Grade)

Topic:			Circle Introduction and Purpose of Group

Learning Intentions:
1. We will learn that this group is meeting with a specific purpose
1. We will learn that Restorative Practices and Circle Basics provide guidelines for how our group will function
1. We will learn that these Practices will help us interact with each other in this group in a respectful way

[bookmark: _GoBack]Success Criteria:	We will know they are successful when they are able to;
· Explain why we are meeting
· Follow circle procedure 
· Explain ways to be respectful in our group


Materials for Activity:	PBIS Expectations, talking pieces, center piece

Standard Circle Set-Up:  This is the recommended set-up for circles
· Chairs in a circle (preferably without desk attached)
· Center piece in center of circle
· 3-4 talking pieces around the center piece
· 2-4 copies of the group’s shared agreements

Group Procedure
Teaching Procedure
· Welcome and names.
· Reminder: Shared Agreements (refer to your school PBIS expectations)
· Prior week reflection: Have students reflect on the performance by stating: Let’s take some time to have each student review his/her attendance from last week.  Then we will send the talking piece around for everyone to share their thoughts (this may include progress or areas of improvement).  Celebrate successes by recognizing students (this may include verbal praise. High fives, positive notes home, etc.).
· Identify topic: Circle Introduction and Purpose of Group
· The purpose of our group is to increase our attendance school, by coming every day and on time.  During our group we will be using the circle process.  Today we are going to learn how to participate in a circle. 
· Opening circle question/prompt:
· We are going to do an activity to help us get to know each other better and practice participating in a circle.  The facilitator picks up a talking piece and explains that each of the talking pieces give us permission to speak when we are holding it.  If we are not holding the talking piece it is our turn to listen with respect by looking at the person speaking, and remaining silent.  You pass the talking piece to the person next you and if you need time to think you can pass.  The first question is “I respect friends who….”  Complete the sentence.  Ask for a volunteer, or the facilitator may go first to show everyone how it is done.  You may also use that opportunity to explain “respect” to the group.  For example, I respect friends that are kind to me.  I show them my respect by being kind to them as well.  Once you answer you may ask for a volunteer or pass to the person next to you.  
· Explain the need for skill (connect with PBIS when appropriate):
· It is important to treat each other with respect.  Refer to the shared agreements/PBIS expectations.  In order to “Be Respectful” of one another, we must be prepared to listen and be honest with one another.  We will use the talking piece so that everyone in our circle has a chance to speak and we will show our respect to one another by listening when we do not have the talking piece.  We will agree that while we are in this circle that we will “Be Respectful”, “Be Responsible” and “Be Safe”.  We will show that we are responsible by following rules and will be safe by being sure we always treat each other with kindness and respect. 
· Teach Learning Intentions:
· “Being Responsible” means coming to school every day on time, unless we are too sick to learn.  It means having all of our items that we need for school ready and packed for school.  School is a place to learn and grow and our job as students is to be here and be ready.  
· “Being Respectful” means treating others kindly, with compassion and the way we hope others will be with us.  
· “Being Safe” means being mindful of ourselves and others both physically and emotionally.  We keep our hands to ourselves and use kind words with each other.  
· We are meeting together to learn these skills so that we can be successful in school by coming regularly and being prepared to learn and be a part of the school community.

A. Model examples and non-examples of the skill- may include role playing:
a. Roleplay: I am sitting in a circle with my classmates, talking to my neighbor, and I notice that my friend has the talking piece.  I quickly stop talking and look at my friend that has the talking piece.  
i. Ask students the following question:  What did you notice about how I watched, listened and responded to my friend?
b. I finished answering a question and pass the talking piece to my neighbor, when my neighbor starts answering the question; I chuckle and start copying what he/she said.
i. Ask students the following question:  What did you notice about how I watched, listened and responded to my friend? What could I have done differently?

Activity 
Rain
Group sits or stands in a circle.  The activity involves passing a movement with makes a sound around the circle.  When the movement comes back to the leader a new movement/sound is then sent around.  Group should be prompted to continue to engage in that movement until the next movement comes to them.  
Facilitator starts by rubbing hands together and asking the participant to the right to repeat the movement (like the wave) until everyone in circle is doing it.  Facilitator then begins next movement in same sequence.  
Progression of movement/sound is:
1) Rubbing both hands together gently (wind)
2) Snap fingers (light rain)
3) Loudly slap thighs above knee (hard rain)
4) Stomp floor w/both feet (thunder).  Then reverse pattern
5) Loud slap to thighs  
6) Snapping fingers
7) Rubbing hands together
8) Both hands apart or thumbs up to signal end (silence)
Start over as needed (but not too often or you’ll lose their attention) and prompt students to watch for when it’s their turn.  No put downs, teasing, etc. when someone makes a mistake.
Processing Questions:
What happened when one person didn’t make the right sound?  What skills did you use in this activity?  (Looking for being respectful, being responsible, being safe, following directions, listening.)
Closing Circle Question:
What is one way I can show I know how to be respectful in the next week?
