	Elementary School Attendance SAIG (K4-K5 Grade)

Topic:			Speaking Up for Yourself

[bookmark: _GoBack]Learning Intentions:	We are learning that we can speak up for ourselves (advocate) to ensure that we attend school every day.

Success Criteria:	We will know they are successful when we are able to; 
· Speak up for ourselves about how we feel as it relates to attendance
· Identify someone in our family that supports perfect attendance 
· Explore things and people that will help us come to school every day.

Materials for Activity:	Hand of support for each student, markers, pens, or crayons, maps from 
previous lesson

Standard Circle Set-Up:  This is the recommended set-up for circles
· Chairs in a circle (preferably without desk attached)
· Center piece in center of circle
· 3-4 talking pieces around the center piece
· 2-4 copies of the group’s shared agreements

Group Procedure
Teaching Procedure
· Welcome and names.
· Reminder: Shared Agreements (refer to your school PBIS expectations)
· Prior week reflection: Have students reflect on the performance by stating: Let’s take some time to have each student review his/her attendance from last week.  Then we will send the talking piece around for everyone to share their thoughts (this may include progress or areas of improvement).  Celebrate successes by recognizing students (this may include verbal praise. High fives, positive notes home, etc.).
· Identify topic: Speaking up for yourself
· Today we are going to learn how to speak up for ourselves by telling our “safe” person how important school is to us. 
· Opening circle question/prompt(choose one or two questions):
· What do you like to do when you are not at school? What is your favorite cartoon character? Have you ever asked your parent for something that you wanted such as a favorite toy, video game, or stuffed animal? 
· Explain the need for skill (connect with PBIS when appropriate): 
· We are responsible when we tell an adult (safe person) about something that is important to us.  
· Teach Learning Intentions:
· Ensuring that you come to school every day is important. Part of making sure you come to school every day is speaking up for your-self and talking about how school is cool.  Talk about how important school is to a safe responsible person: Talk to the person about school. Can this person help you come up with ways you can come to school everyday? Think to yourself, “School is important; I need to go to school to learn new things.” What are some other ways you can say why coming to school is cool?  For example, I can see my friends, I can see my teacher, and I will learn new things etc.
· Who are the “safe” people in your life? (Reference Resource Map or hand from last lesson) How do they support you? (Ex: Buy you clothes, read you a book, take you to the movies, do your hair or take you to get your hair cut, drive you to school, wait at the bus stop with you, etc.) 
· Think about your choices: Who can I talk to about how important school is? (Will they listen to me? How do I know that they are listening? Who is my safe person? What can they do to make sure I get to school every day?  What other safe people can help me with my attendance?)

A. Model examples and non-examples of the skill:
a. What did Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. do to speak up for what was fair? How did he do it? (non-violence, peace rallies, positive speeches and he was brave)
b. When you really want a favorite item (toy, stuff animal, video game) what do you do to make sure you receive the item from your parents? (keep your room clean, remind them to pick up the item, and have good behavior)
c. The teacher has instructed the class to be quiet and lay down for a nap. Your friend continues to talk to you and the teacher yells at you for talking and you remain silent.  What should you have done? 
d. You are in the lunch room and another student takes your cookies that your parent packed in your lunch sack and tells you not to tell the teacher or else they will beat you up after school. You remain silent and finish the rest of your lunch. What should you have done? 

B. Provide Students with examples and non-examples: 
a. When the teacher passes out a snack to all of the students but forget to give you one. What do you do? 
b. Your parent is unable to take you to school because they are ill. You really want to come to school. What do you do? Who else can take you?
c. You talk to your teacher about 2 of your friends that are calling you bad names while you are in the restroom. What could you have done while in the bathroom? 

Activity
"We all help each other; we can learn from each other, support each other to increase our attendance." Post a large group resource map/hand on poster board. Have each student share one of their safe people that they identified or have them identify safe people that they have at school or in the community.  

Closing Circle Question:
What can you do to attend school everyday?
