	
	
	



Classroom Survival Skills Grades 4–5[image: MPS_Logo_RGB_Horiz 2015]


Topic: Making Corrections
Learning Intentions: We will be able to:
1. Look at the first correction
2. Try to answer the question (or do the task) again
3. Ask someone if we don’t understand the question
4. Write in the new answer
5. Say to ourselves, “Good. That one is done.”
6. Go on to the next correction
Success Criteria: We know we’re successful when we can look at the first correction, try to answer the question or do the task again, ask someone if we don’t understand the question, write in the new answer, tell ourselves “Good. That one is done,” and go on to the next correction.
Materials for Activity: Paper and crayons or pencils, pictures for sequencing or matching, printout math worksheets
Standard Circle Setup:
· Chairs in a circle
· Center piece
· 2–3 talking pieces (to allow selection)
· Shared agreements (refer to your school PBIS expectations)
Teaching Procedure:
· Welcome and names
· Reminder: shared agreements (refer to your school PBIS expectations)
· Begin with a mindful practice (see “Menu of Mindful Practices”).
· Identify topic: MAKING CORRECTIONS
Today we are going to learn a really important classroom skill. It’s called making corrections. 
· Opening circle question/prompt: How do you feel when you get a paper back and you need to make a lot of corrections?
· Explain need for skill (connect with PBIS when appropriate):
· Everybody makes mistakes. Making mistakes is part of learning. But we learn from mistakes only if we can correct them. When we correct our mistakes, we are taking responsibility for our learning.
· Teach learning intentions:
· Look at the first correction. Discuss dealing with one correction at a time rather than looking at them all. This will help lessen frustration and make the task seem less overwhelming.
· Try to answer the question (or do the task) again.
· If you don’t understand the question, ask someone.
· Write your new answer.
· Say to yourself, “Good. That one is done.”
· Go on to the next correction.
· Success Criteria: We know we are successful when we can look at the first correction, try to answer the question or do the task again, ask someone if we don’t understand the question, write in the new answer, tell ourselves “Good. That one is done,” and go on to the next correction.

A. Model examples and non-examples of making corrections: 
a. I just got back my math homework, and I made six errors. My teacher says we should correct our errors. I look at the first mistake. I see what I did wrong. I added when I was supposed to have subtracted. I try it again. I write my answer. And I say, “Good. That one is done.”
b. Ask students: What did you notice about how I made corrections? What could I have done differently?
c. I just got back my reading questions. My teacher said I need to fix the two answers I got wrong. I say, “I am not doing that again. That was too hard. That is just stupid.”
d. Ask students: What did you notice about how I made corrections? What could I have done differently?
e. My teacher handed back my social studies test. I got four wrong. My teacher said I need to correct my mistakes. I look at the first mistake and it looks right to me. I don’t know how to fix it. So I ask the kid next to me what was wrong. He tells me and I write down the answer. Then I say, “Good. That one is done.”
f. Ask students: What did you notice about how I made corrections? What could I have done differently?

B. Provide students with examples and non-examples of making corrections, such as:
a. Your teacher gives you back your math assignment and asks you to correct your errors. You made ten errors, and you feel frustrated about having to fix this hard assignment. You crumple up the paper and throw it away.
b. Your teacher gives you back your science study guide. She asks you to fix two of the answers you got wrong. You look at the first question and can’t figure out why it is wrong. So you raise your hand and ask the teacher to explain it to you. She does and you write down the correct answer. Then you say to yourself, “Good. That one is done.”
c. Your teacher hands back your spelling test. You studied really hard but still got three words wrong. You need to write the words correctly in sentences. You feel really frustrated, but you look at the first word you spelled incorrectly and check the correct spelling in the book and write your first sentence. After that you say, “Good. That one is done.”
C. Practice/Role Play 3x: Have each student describe a situation in which they might want to use this skill. Role play these situations, or use the examples above. For a detailed model of how to use role play and give feedback, see Skillstreaming (McGinnis, Ellen, and Arnold Paul Goldstein. Skillstreaming in Early Childhood: New Strategies and Perspectives for Teaching Prosocial Skills. Champaign, IL: Research Press, 2003).


Activity to Practice Skill: 

Have students sequence pictures or match images based on observable criteria. Or have them try drawing a cube from a model.

Math Worksheets
Have students complete 3–5 problems, and then you will correct them. Have the students practice their skill steps with any incorrect answers. You may want to have several sheets at different skills levels so that students will make a mistake at some point.
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