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Classroom Survival Skills Grades 4–5

[bookmark: _GoBack]Topic: Completing Assignments
Learning Intentions: We will be able to:
1. Ask ourselves, “Is my work finished?”
2. Look over each question to be sure
3. Turn in work when we are sure it’s finished
4. Say to ourselves, “Good for me! I finished it!”
Success Criteria: We know we’re successful when we can ask ourselves, “Is my work finished?”, look over each question to be sure, turn in work when we’re sure it’s finished, and say to ourselves, “Good for me! I finished it!”
Materials for Activity: Word search (attached) or create your own (www.puzzlemaker.com)
Standard Circle Setup:
· Chairs in a circle
· Center piece
· 2–3 talking pieces (to allow selection)
· Shared agreements (refer to your school PBIS expectations)
Teaching Procedure:
· Welcome and names
· Reminder: shared agreements (refer to your school PBIS expectations)
· Begin with a mindful practice (see “Menu of Mindful Practices”).
· Identify topic: COMPLETING ASSIGNMENTS
Today we are going to learn a really important skill. It’s called completing assignments. 
· Opening circle question/prompt: Who here has ever had trouble completing an assignment? Why? Was the assignment difficult? Did you forget?
· Explain need for skill (connect with PBIS when appropriate):
· Completing assignments fully is one way to show respect for your teacher. It is also a way to take responsibility for learning what you need to learn in school. Assignments help us understand new ideas and that practice makes perfect. If we are having trouble, we don’t give up—we ask for help.
· Teach learning intentions:
· Ask yourself, “Is my work finished?” Have students practice reviewing each item to be certain that all questions are answered.
· Look over each question to be sure. Remind students to fill in the missing answers if items aren’t complete.
· When you are sure your work is finished, hand it in. Specific classroom rules for handing in completed work can be included in this step.
· Say to yourself, “Good for me! I finished it!” Discuss ways of rewarding yourself.
· Success Criteria: We know we are successful when we can ask ourselves, “Is my work finished?”, look over each question to be sure, turn in work when we’re sure it’s finished, and say to ourselves, “Good for me! I finished it!”

A. Model examples and non-examples of completing assignments: 
a. Model giving up on classwork instead of completing an assignment. Think aloud: say to yourself, “This is hard. I don’t understand. I am just going to sit here and look busy because I can’t do this alone.”
b. Ask students: What did you notice about how I completed my work? What could I have done differently?
c. Model working hard and completing a class assignment. Think aloud: I have looked over my completed work. I looked at each question. So I’ll turn my assignment in and tell myself, “Good job!”
d. Ask students: What did you notice about how I completed my classwork? What did I do well?
B. Provide students with examples and non-examples of completing assignments, such as:
a. You are asked to answer questions 1–12 in your reading workbook. You complete all the questions, look them over to make sure they are correct, turn in your work, and pat yourself on the back for a job well done.
b. You are asked to answer questions 1–12 in your reading workbook. You complete half the questions, but you forget to look at the back side and therefore forget to complete half of the assignment. You turn in your paper and begin reading at your desk. What should you have done before turning in your assignment?
c. You are asked to complete a math assignment for homework. You complete your homework and look it over before bringing it back to school. In the morning, you turn in your paper and get a sticker from your teacher.
d. You are asked to complete a math assignment for homework. You complete some of your homework but then watch TV instead. In the morning, you forget about your homework until you get to school, so you decide to throw it away. You say to yourself, “No point in turning it in if it’s not done. My teacher will just yell at me.”
C. Practice/Role Play 3x: Have each student describe a situation in which they might want to use this skill. Role play these situations, or use the examples below. (For a detailed model of how to use role play and give feedback, see Skillstreaming.)
Activity to Practice Skill:

Word Search
Give each student a simple word search to complete. Have students practice self talk: Is it finished? . . . Is it is right? . . . Turn it in . . . Good job! 

Classroom Assignment Follow-up
Follow up with the classroom teacher about tonight’s classroom assignment. Reward those who bring it back to school tomorrow completed.
Closing Circle Question: When will you practice completing assignments this week?

Completing Assignments Word Search

A S R M I R L G L C K
D S U E T O O X B O R
G J S C V A Z N B M O
S X Z I C I S J Y P W
C C B Z G E E K Z L E
U E E S P N S W A E M
I M D J R Q M S D T O
Y N S J G W Z E F E H
F I N I S H E D N U Y
S N O I T S E U Q T L
P R A C T I C E Q K S

ASSIGNMENTS
COMPLETE
FINISHED
HOMEWORK
PRACTICE
QUESTIONS
REVIEW
SUCCESSFUL
TASK
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(Over,Down,Direction) 
ASSIGNMENTS(1,1,SE)
COMPLETE(10,1,S)
FINISHED(1,9,E)
HOMEWORK(11,8,N)
PRACTICE(1,11,E)
QUESTIONS(9,10,W)
REVIEW(3,1,SE)
SUCCESSFUL(2,1,SE)
TASK(5,2,SE)
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