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Classroom Survival Skills K4–K5

Topic: Asking a Question in Class

Learning Intentions: We will be able to:

1. Think of a question.
2. Ask ourselves, “Is this the right time to ask a question?”
3. If it is a good time, raise our hand and wait quietly to be called on.
4. Ask our question. 

Success Criteria: We will know we’re successful when we can think of a question, decide if it’s the right time to ask it, raise our hands and wait quietly to be called on, and ask our question using a friendly voice.

Materials for Activity: Brown paper and an assortment of small objects to put in it

Standard Circle Setup:
Chairs in a circle
Center piece
2–3 talking pieces (to allow selection)
Shared agreements (refer to your school PBIS expectations)

Teaching Procedure:

· Welcome and names. Review of circle process (talking piece, center piece, etc.).
· Review shared agreements as a group.
· Begin with a mindful practice (see “Menu of Mindful Practices”).
· Review of previous lesson topic:
· Ask student(s) for example of how they applied previous skill.
· Identify topic: ASKING A QUESTION IN CLASS
Today we are going to learn a really valuable skill. It’s called asking a question in class.
· Opening circle question/prompt: Show students the “mystery bag” and have each student ask a question about what’s in the bag.
· Explain need for skill:
· Asking a question at the right time and using kind words shows respect and helps you find out what you need to know.
· Teach learning intentions :
· Think of a question. Remind students to ask themselves if their question has to do with what the class is talking about right now. If not, they should wait until later to ask.
· Ask yourself, “Is this the right time to ask a question?” Talk about how to choose a good time to ask (e.g., when the other person isn’t busy).
· If it is a good time to ask your question, raise your hand and wait quietly to be called on.
· Ask your question. Stress the importance of using kind words, friendly tone of voice, and friendly look.
· Success Criteria: We know we were successful when we can think of a question, decide if it’s the right time to ask it, raise our hands and wait quietly to be called on, and ask our question using a friendly voice.

A. Model examples and non-examples of asking a question in class:
a. Repeat mystery object activity but have a student select the item. As the facilitator, model asking questions appropriately.
b. Ask students: What did you notice about the questions I asked or how I asked the questions?
c. Repeat mystery object activity again having another student select the item. This time, model poor questioning behavior (e.g., make statements, ask questions that are off topic, ask questions without raising your hand).
d. Ask students: What did you notice about how I asked questions? How could I have done better?

B. Provide students with examples and non-examples of asking a question in class, such as:
a. At reading time, a student raises her hand and asks what’s for lunch.
b. You are working quietly at your desk and need help. You raise your hand and wait quietly for the teacher to come to your desk. You ask him your question.
c. The teacher is giving directions. In the middle of the directions, you ask a question without raising your hand.

C. Practice/Role Play 3x: Have each student describe a situation in which they might want to use this skill. Role play these situations, or use the examples below. (For a detailed model of how to use role play and give feedback, see Skillstreaming.)
a. Pretend that you cannot find your red crayon. What question could you ask?
b. Your teacher is talking to another adult or student and you need your teacher’s help. What do you do?
c. [bookmark: _GoBack]You want to tell your teacher about your birthday party during math time. What should you do? 

Activity to Practice Skill: 

“Get to Know You” Circle
Select a student to stand in the middle of the circle and give that student a talking piece. 
Explain: Now we are all going to have a chance to ask student X a question about themselves. If you have a question for student X, please raise your hand, and student X will call on people by giving them the talking piece. If you do not hold the talking piece, it is not a good time to ask a question. 
Let student X give the talking piece to someone who is raising their hand and waiting quietly. Once a question has been asked, student X takes back the talking piece and answers the question. Let student X hand the talking piece to another student and repeat the process. After two questions, give another student a chance to be in the middle. Repeat as desired.

Closing Circle Question: Who will you practice asking questions with this week?
· Optional: Conclude with a mindful practice using "Menu of Mindful Practices."
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