Whitney Ave Elementary Parent Teacher Organization Meeting
Monday 11/3/25, 2:30-3:30 P.M. Room D5
Next meeting details: Thursday December 4, 2025 at 3:30-4:30 P.M. (room D5 or join virtually)

In Attendance: Luis Cruz Solache (FACE team), Chelsea Spier (parent), Nicole Santillan (parent), Deidra Luckey
Agenda
· Welcome and introductions (5 minutes) 
· Key goals and initiatives (5 minutes)
· Raise funds for the school to support kids and teachers
· Provide volunteer opportunities
· Build community between parents and teachers
· Next family night event: Science STEM night with support from Sierra Nevada Journeys, Date will be January 27. Luis shared information on the next district fingerprinting to become an registered volunteer.
· Updating the Bulletin Board by the Front Office, Deidra: Waiting on a couple last things to print and it will be ready to display soon
· Revitalizing the campus garden: we are working on getting soil for the garden and fixing up the one box that is broken. There was a bit of a delay with the soil so this may not happen until sometime in December. Chelsea and Julie took a look at the garden last week and wrote down a wish list. Chelsea will put this into a letter that we can share with potential donors (home depot, Ace, etc.).
· Julie suggested looking into having parent volunteers help with bringing students to the garden once it is ready
· Interest in formalizing the PTO as a non-profit? 
· There was a small set back with San Juan legal not wanting us to use the school’s donation account meaning that we may not be able to collect donations by check (such as the restaurant fundraisers). FACE team will talk to them to see how restrictive this actually will be.
· With this, it might be a good idea to work on setting up the PTO as a non-proffit sooner than later.
· Will be looking for volunteers to run on the board and develop a mission statement/bylaws in the next couple of months.
· This will allow the PTO a lot more flexibility in how we collect and spend funds in the future.
· Budget and Future fundraisers (10 minutes)
· Funds raised so far. (Snack sales, paw print art fund raiser, Panda Express fundraiser, box tops for education, Dave’s Hot Chicken). We ended up delaying the Chipotle fundraiser until December to see if San Jaun legal will be OK with this. Currently we have $240 in cash and $170 in the school’s donation account from the Panda Express fundraiser. Dave’s Hot Chicken is not acknowledging any sales from that event and Chelsea has tried contacting them multiple times.
· Fundraisers in progress: Box tops for education (Victoria), Chipotle fundraiser (11/19, 4-8pm, 2795 Fulton Ave).  Over $60 raised so far on this.
· Possible future fundraisers: penny wars, more restaurant fundraisers, tattoo your teacher (temporary tattoos)
· Fun Community building activities (10 minutes)
· School recipe book: Luis will look into getting the flyer and submission form translated to share this with families in December.
· Picnic in the park: sometime in the Spring. 
· Meet up at Effie Yeaw ($7 for parking). Luis said the district partners with Effie Yeaw for field trips so they may be ale to donate parking or give us a discounted rate

