
Chamber Education Committee / Business Advisory Council Minutes October 28, 2025
Location Host: Walsh University, Timken Natural Sciences Center, Rm. 108

Attendance
	Emil Alecusan
	Barbara Bennett
	Theresa Benzel
	Bryan Boatright
	Martin Bowe

	Shawn Branam
	Scott Campbell
	Dawn Catalano
	Joe Chaddock
	Matt Cola

	Jeff Dafler
	Chris DiLoreto
	Shaun Eller
	Brent Fatzinger
	Teresa Fox

	Lada Gibson-Shreve
	Joel Daniel Harris
	Mike Hearn
	Jennifer Kessel
	Dan Lowmiller

	Robert McBride
	Touby McCammon
	Tifffany Rogers
	Paul Salvino
	Mark Scott

	Lisa Talbert
	Christine Taylor
	Matt Whitted
	Brett Yeagley
	Matt Ziders

	Rick Baxter
	Dr. Nick Morris
	Courtney Brown
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	



1. Call to Order, Welcome, and Approval of Agenda and September 23, 2025, minutes:
Christine Taylor, Vice President, of Programs and Partnerships, Stark Education Partnership called the meeting to order at 12:01PM. Christine requested a motion to approve the agenda and the September minutes. Lada Gibson-Shreve made a motion to approve the agenda and minutes, and Brett Yeagley seconded. Upon being put to a vote, the motion carried. 

2. Walsh Welcome – Teresa Fox, Vice President for Marketing & Communications / CPAO, Walsh University: Teresa Fox provided a brief history of Walsh University, celebrating its 65th anniversary. The University was founded by seven Catholic brothers from Maine and named after Bishop Emmet Walsh. Walsh had 67 students, mostly from Central Catholic High School. Today, Walsh has 2,300 students, offers over 60 majors, and is the only institution in Stark County ranked nationally by US News. Teresa stated that Walsh launched a new Master of Science in Exercise Physiology and a 10-month online MBA. The university is focusing on workforce development, anticipating a decline in high school graduates. Walsh has partnered with Ohio’s Tech Cred program to offer tailored online workshops for companies. 


3. Blouin Scholars Presentation – Dr. Nick Morris, Director of Blouin Scholars Program, Walsh University:  Dr. Nick Morris outlined the Blouin Scholars program values of faith, community and service. The program focuses on relationships and developing students into servant leaders.  Students work on themes like poverty, education, health and wellness, and community development. Dr. Morris discussed how the program aims to provide intellectual service to the community and develop students’ leadership skills through small group collaboration and individual outcomes. Dr. Morris explained how the students work with community partners such as Stark Education Partnership, St. Thomas Aquainas High School, Lighthouse Ministries, Habitat for Humanity and many other agencies to focus on housing and neighborhood development. 
 

4. Habitat For Humanity East Central Ohio Presentation – Courtney Brown, Chief Program Development Officer, Habitat for Humanity of East Central Ohio:
Courtney Brown highlighted that Habitat has sold 678 houses in Stark County and aims to provide stable housing for hardworking families by providing resources for family engagement and stability. New potential homeowners are required to attend homebuyer education and financial literacy classes and put in 250 sweat equity hours into building their homes alongside volunteers.  Courtney discussed that students from Walsh’s Blouin Scholars program that have worked with Habitat created a homeowner survey, a focus group, and developed programming for homeowners. According to the data surveyed, Habitat learned there was a 62% decrease in government assistance by homeowners working hard to maintain their new homes.

5. Educator Bootcamp Planning Outline and Discussion – Christine Taylor, Vice President of Programs and Partnerships, Stark Education Partnership: 
Christine Taylor provided an update on planning for next year’s educator bootcamp tentatively scheduled for June 2-4th.  The bootcamp will include healthcare, manufacturing, and a third day focused on law, public service and government. The event will be hosted by Aultman College, with graduate credit available for participants.  Christine explained that the goal is to provide practical experiences and support for educators to meet licensure requirements, so available spots will be filled by new participants first.

6. Jeff Dafler, President & CEO, Canton Regional Chamber of Commerce: Jeff Dafler discussed the workforce needs assessment conducted by the Chamber which identified soft skills and supervisory training as key areas of need. Walsh University has partnered with the Chamber to offer a seven-week supervisory training program, which launched at the beginning of October and has 14 participants. The program aims to provide Chamber members with certified employees who have improved management skills.

7.  Community Partner Highlight: TomTod Ideas- Joel Daniel Harris, Founder & Executive Dreamer, TomTod Ideas: Joel Daniel Harris highlighted the program focused on 2,000 to 2,500 middle school students annually in Stark and Summit Counties. TomTod Ideas offers professional development, curriculum development, and training for educators. The program aims to connect middle schoolers with the community and provide opportunities for skill development. 

8. Adjourn: Christine Taylor requested a motion to adjourn at 12:59PM. Matt Cola made the motion. A tour of Walsh University followed for interested participants. 
