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While the School Committee recognizes that fundraising activities have become a part of the school environment at all levels, the Committee wishes to ensure that students are not exploited by the process. The Committee further recognizes that families have different resources; those differences should, as much as possible, not be highlighted by school activities, including fundraising.

The Committee supports student involvement in the sale of tickets to scheduled athletic events, school dramatic and musical performances, and other school events where sales are required. Also, student publications which require the sale of advertising to sustain themselves and serve the student body and/or the community may involve students in such sales. 

Charitable fundraising activities, especially those that are part of a community service event or program are encouraged provided such proposals are submitted to and approved by both the building Principal and the Superintendent. 

Other fundraising activities that would involve students in the fundraising process shall be submitted to the Superintendent for approval. 

For safety reasons and because the School Committee recognizes that community members receive requests for support from many worthy causes, activities such as canning and door-to-door sales are strongly discouraged. 

Fundraising activities may not involve competitions among students.  Students may not be rewarded with additional recess, snacks, activities or any type of prize for having raised larger amounts of funds or reaching fundraising goals.

Students and student groups are barred by state law and regulation from organizing raffles or games of chance, participating in sales of, or purchasing tickets of such games.

No money collections of any kind may be held in the schools without the specific consent of the Superintendent.
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 File:  GBEBD - ONLINE FUNDRAISING AND SOLICITATIONS - CROWDFUNDING
School District employees shall comply with all of the following provisions relating to online solicitations and the use of crowdfunding services for school--related purposes as well as all applicable laws, regulations and district policies. No online fundraising may occur except as provided below.
The Superintendent shall have final authority to approve any online fundraising activities by school district employees and shall determine and communicate to Principals the circumstances under which online fundraising proposals shall require Superintendent or School Committee approval in accordance with law and school district policy (KCD). The Principal of each school shall approve all online fundraising activities within their buildings prior to any employee posting any such fundraising solicitation.
Any solicitation shall be for educational purposes only (field trips, supplies, supplemental materials, books, etc.). The solicitation of personal items (coats, nutritional snacks, etc.) shall only be to benefit students directly. To the extent an employee solicits any technology or software, the employee shall secure the prior written approval of the Director of Technology or designee prior to any such solicitation. Any employee seeking to display or post a photograph of a student in conjunction with a fundraising solicitation must first secure the written consent of the student´s parent or guardian.
Employees shall not use a crowdfunding source, or set up their appeal in such a way, that they are asking for donations directly from people over whom the employee making the request has authority, or with whom the public employee is having official dealings (such as parents of student´s in a teacher´s classroom - the solicitation can say "Classroom X needs tissues and crayons," but it shouldn´t be directed to parents who have shared email addresses with the teacher for purposes of communicating about their student).
Employees using crowdfunding services shall periodically disclose in writing to the Superintendent the names of all individuals whom the employee has directly solicited in any manner including but not limited to oral, written, or electronic solicitation.  The Superintendent shall maintain these disclosures as public records available for public review.
Employees may only use crowdfunding services that send the items or proceeds solicited by the employee directly to the employee´s school or to the school district.  Employees must verify under the crowdfunding service´s terms and conditions that they meet all requirements for such solicitation.  Items or proceeds directly sent to employees are considered gifts to the employee and may result in violation of state ethics laws.
If an employee´s proposal is approved by the crowdfunding service, the employee agrees to use the donated materials solely as stated in the employee´s proposal.
If a solicitation is not fully funded within the time period required by the crowdfunding service, or the solicitation cannot be concluded for any reason, every attempt will be made to return donations to the donors. Donations unable to be returned shall only be used as account credits for future solicitations.
Unless otherwise approved by the Superintendent in writing, all goods and/or proceeds solicited and received through any online solicitation shall become the property of the School Committee, and not of the individual employee who solicited the item(s) or funds. The employee is prohibited from taking any such item(s) or funds to another school or location, without the Superintendent´s written approval.
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File:  JJF - STUDENT ACTIVITY ACCOUNTS
Student funds may be raised to finance the activities of authorized student organizations. Student activity funds are considered a part of the total fiscal operation of the District and are subject to policies established by the School Committee and the Office of the Superintendent. The funds shall be only for the benefit of students and managed in accordance with sound business practices, which include accepted budgetary, accounting, and internal control practices. The Superintendent shall ensure that, annually, all Principals and student organizations receive a copy of this policy as well as a copy of established procedures for control of receipts and expenditures that meet or exceed DESE guidelines.
In compliance with Massachusetts General Law Chapter 71, Section 47, the School Committee:
1. Authorizes the Principals to accept money for recognized student activity organizations, which currently exist, or as from time to time may be revised. All funds received for student activities must be deposited into the Student Activity Agency Account and no funds shall be directly deposited to a Student Activity Checking Account except from the Student Activity Agency Account.
2. Authorizes the Town or District Treasurer to establish and maintain a Student Activity Agency Account(s) which is to be audited as part of the Town´s annual audit. The interest that is earned on such accounts shall be maintained in the Agency Account and distributed annually among the Student Activity Checking Accounts as directed by the procedures established by the Superintendent.
3. Authorizes Student Activity Checking Accounts for use by the Principals with specific maximum balances established annually for each school by vote of the School Committee. Payments for expenditures shall be made, whenever possible, by check, debit, or EFT directly from the Student Activity Checking Account.  Reimbursements to personal credit card holders shall require the prior authorization of the Superintendent. Signatory authorization for Student Activity Checking Accounts shall be restricted to the Principal and (Superintendent or Treasurer).  Student Activity Checking Accounts shall be audited annually in accordance with DESE guidelines. 
4. Directs Principals to provide the Treasurer with a bond in an amount agreeable to the Treasurer.
5. Shall annually, prior to the start of each school year, vote to establish or change the maximum balance that may be on deposit in each Student Activity Checking Account.
For accounts with maximum balance limits that exceed $25,000.00, the School Committee shall consider, in accordance with DESE guidelines, that an audit be conducted by an outside audit firm every three years.
Graduating Class Funds
Funds held on behalf of graduating classes are to be held within the Student Activity Checking Account for the High School. Such funds shall be designated by the class' Year of Graduation.
Once a class has graduated from High School, their funds should be removed from the High School Student Activity Checking Account no later than two years from the date of graduation.  It is the responsibility of the class officers to arrange for these funds to be removed from the High School Activity Checking Account.  When requested, and once all outstanding financial obligations of the graduating class have been met, the remaining balance should be removed from the fund by check transfer payable to the Class of XXXX.  Checks payable to individual members of the graduating class are not permitted.
Should the class officers not request to have their funds removed from the Student Activity Checking Account within two years of their graduating, the funds will be forfeited by the class and transferred into the General Sub-fund portion of the Student Activity Agency Account. These funds will then be allocated by a vote of the School Committee.
Class officers should be given a copy of this policy during the course of their senior year to ensure their knowledge of their obligations to perform under this policy.
Inactive Student Activities
When a student activity ceases to be active for a period of three years or more the Principal or other authorized administrator shall require the following actions:
1. Obtain written notice from the faculty advisor or student officer that the activity will cease to be a viable account. If unable to obtain such notification the Principal shall request action to close the account from the School Committee. 
2. Identify in writing all assets of the student activity. The disposition of any assets shall be determined by the School Committee and may not benefit specific individuals.
3. Annually notify all students of the required actions if an activity ceases to exist.
Student Activity Deficits
Individual student activity accounts are not permitted to be in a deficit position.  Whenever a deficit exists that is not the result of timing, the Superintendent shall recommend remedial action to the School Committee in a timely manner.
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File:  KCD - PUBLIC GIFTS TO THE SCHOOLS
In accordance with state law, all grants and gifts to the District shall be reviewed and accepted by the School Committee before expenditure or use.  In the case of gifts from industry, business, or special interest groups, no extensive advertising or promotion may be involved in any donation to the schools.
Gifts will automatically become the property of the school District. Any gift of cash,, regardless of donor intent, will be accepted by vote of the School Committee, be kept separate from the general fund, and be expended at the discretion of the Committee, as provided by law.
The Committee directs the Superintendent to assure that an appropriate expression of thanks is given to all donors.
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