Dear Duplin County Schools Staff,
 
Your school has been awarded a Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program (FFVP) USDA Grant for the 2025-2026 school year!  Warsaw Elementary is among 143 North Carolina elementary schools selected to participate, and the goal of this program is to promote healthier food choices by exposing children to nutrition they may not receive at home and incorporating nutrition education in lesson plans.  The grant is administered by the NC Department of Public Instruction and Duplin County Schools Child Nutrition Department.
 
A fresh fruit or vegetable snack will be provided for all students in your school at least two days per week.  Educators providing instruction in the classroom at the time the snack is served may participate in the snack along with their students.
 
How does it work?
 
 Your principal will work with you and the Child Nutrition staff to develop a schedule for snacks to be served to students. Preferably after lunch around 2:00 pm. 
 Monthly snack menus will be available to post in each classroom.
 1-2 staff/students per classroom will go to the cafeteria, and pick up the exact number of snacks their classroom needs that day, of fruit or vegetable snacks.
 Teachers and/or students distribute the snacks to the class.
 1-2 students per classroom return the container to the cafeteria immediately after service or dispose of the plastic bag and all left over contents. 
 Trash is collected immediately after snack service, bagged and tied securely in a trash bag.
 The Child Nutrition department will provide classrooms with a supply of napkins, small trays and disposable food-handler gloves.  These gloves MUST be worn by the person distributing the snacks to students.  Please contact the cafeteria manager for supplies.
 
Nutrition education is an integral part of the Fresh Fruit & Vegetable Program, and teachers are encouraged to integrate it into your classroom curriculum and daily plans.  Although no funds from the grant can be used to purchase nutritional education materials, the Duplin County Schools Child Nutrition Department has created fun-facts sheets that you may print to distribute with the snacks, and other links and activities will be posted on the Child Nutrition Department website under the “Fresh Fruit & Vegetable Program” tab.
 
Congratulations and enjoy your snacks!
 
L’nette S. Stokes
Child Nutrition Director
Duplin County Schools
 

