Whitney Ave Elementary Parent Teacher Organization Meeting
Thursday 10/16/25, 5:00-6:00 P.M. Room D5
Next meeting details: Monday November 3, 2025 at 2:30-3:30 P.M. (room D5 or join virtually)

In Attendance: Nasir Ahmal Paikar (parent), Volau Cama (parent), Tiffinie Baker-Fohl (parent), Ms. B (parent and staff member), Olga (parent), Luis Cruz Solache (FACE team), Chelsea Spier (parent), Suha Salman (translator), Myrna Ralston (translator), Pavel R (translator)

Agenda
1. Welcome and introductions (5 minutes) 
2. Literacy night: 
· Thanks to volunteers
· At least 81 students attended. 
3. Next family night event: Science STEM night with support from Sierra Nevada Journeys, Date will be January 27. Another event TBD will be held in March or April (5 minutes). 
· Will need volunteers for this event. Free fingerprinting will be held on 11/6 at the San Juan District office for anyone interested in volunteering on campus.
4. Fun Community building activity (10 minutes). 
· Picnic in the park. We will look into setting this up for a spring event (possibly March or April). Will discuss more at a future meeting. FACE could support with lending library supplies.
· Evening art event could be a fun indoor winter family activity to include both parents and kids. Possibly in the cafeteria
5. Budget and Future fundraisers (20 minutes)
· Funds raised so far $462.2. (Snack sales, paw print art fund raiser, Panda Express fundraiser, literacy night donations, box tops for education). 
· Suggestion from Ms. B: asked if the PTO would support principal appreciation day gift for Ms. King. The group agreed and provided $50 towards this.
i. Also asked if the PTO would support one day of staff appreciation week (starting the week of May 5th). Yes this is something the PTO would like to support. Ms. B and Marquesa will send out an interest list for parent support when the date gets closer
· Fundraisers in progress: Box tops for education (Victoria), Dave’s Hot Chicken restaurant fundraiser. See attachments for details. Flyers added to the PTO bulletin board near the font office. Ms. B will send out talking points on Box Tops for education next week. Talking points already scheduled for Dave’s Hot Chicken event.  
· Possible future fundraisers: 
· San Juan Education Propel Grant and Chicken run (Luis). Luis will connect Chelsea with Coleen from San Juan Education foundation for fundraising tips and advice on how to form a non-profit. 
· School recipe book. See attached proposal. FACE could provide translation services so recipes could be included in both English and families native language. Discussed possibly limiting this to 5th or 4th/5th grades only to keep manageable. Possibly send out a interest form before stating the project. 
· Penny wars. Classes collect pennies. If a person from another class donates a larger coin, it cancels out the penny points. For example, if the class has 50 pennies and someone drops a quarter in they would have 25 points total.
· Selling ad space along the fence (not zoned for this unfortunately)
· Event with ticket sales. Magic show flyer mailed to me with split sales on tickets. Maybe we could partner with a church to host this and include snack sales? (Photo of the flyer is attached)
· Discussion on school needs and what we could be working towards supporting with the fundraising
· Revitalizing school garden beds. Chelsea will visit Monday 10/20 with Julie Segura to make a list of items needed for the garden

