[bookmark: _GoBack]SAN BENITO HIGH SCHOOL
NJROTC 

[image: C:\Users\twilson\Desktop\MAC NJROTC\NJROTC PROGRAM\Logos\NJROTC Black logo.png]


LIBERTY HOUNDS


THE BACKBONE OF SAN BENTIO 






This NJROTC team handbook outlines basic rules, regulations and guidelines that will govern cadet behavior, privileges and responsibilities.  Each cadet on an NJROTC competitive team will review the material in this handbook.  Cadets are expected to observe and adhere these regulations and enforce them with others.

Competitive Teams
1.  Armed Drill Team (to included regulation and exhibition).
2.  Unarmed Drill Team (to included regulation and exhibition).
3.  Color Guard Team (to included male, female and mixed).
4.  Physical Fitness Team.
5.  Academic Team.
6.  Robotics Team.
7.  Orienteering Team.
8.  Marksmanship Team.
9.  StellarXplorer Team.

Enrollment & General Eligibility Requirements

1. Be enrolled in and attending a regular course of study at SBHS or VMA.
2. Be enrolled in the NJROTC program.
3. No serious discipline issues (see discipline section of handbook).
4. A current NJROTC Health Risk Screening Questionnaire form signed by both the student and a parent/guardian.  
5. A current NJROTC Standard Release form signed by parent/guardian.
6. Complete drill team contract.
7. Maintain acceptable standards of academic achievement.
8. Maintain and observe acceptable standards of conduct in and outside NJROTC
9. Comply with the personal grooming standards of NJROTC program.
10. Attend NJROTC practice as schedule (see practice schedule section of handbook).
11. A current sport physical as required for  team participation (see sports physical section of handbook).
12.  Maintain proper care, maintenance and protection of NJROTC issued uniforms, NJROTC travel equipment, NJROTC physical fitness clothing.


NJROTC Issued Gear and Clothing

  Cadets that are members of travel teams will be issued the following clothing items:
1. Armed, Unarmed, Color Guard, Physical Fitness teams: Garrison cover, garrison anchor, nametag, dress shoes, black socks, white t-shirt, jacket (relaxed) and competitive ribbons.  All of these items are property of the Navy and will only be used for competitions.
2. Physical Fitness Team:  Will be issue one set of NJROTC PT shorts, shirt, running pants and running jacket.  These items are the property of SBCISD and will only be used for competitions.
3. Marksmanship and Orienteering Teams:  Will be issued gear as needed if traveling
4. Travel and Personal bags:  All cadets on teams that travel will be issued a travel bag (black) to pack their personnel belongs and NJROTC gear.  They will also be issued a small number blue bag to keep smaller items on them while traveling. 

Cadets found to be using any NJROTC/Navy property listed above while not on a NJROTC trip, will return all items and may be removed from the team.

Sports Physicals for Cadets
Sports physicals are required for all cadets on the following teams:
Armed Drill Team
Unarmed Drill Team
Color Guard
Orienteering
Physical Fitness

Some drill meets may require proof of current sports physicals.  As per NJROTC instructions, any member on the Physical Fitness Team will have a current sports physical.

SBCISD Disciplinary Measures
Disciplinary issues will be handled as follows:
Assigned to (ISS):  Disqualified from attending the next two meets.
Assigned to SBCISD Positive Re-diretion Center (PRC):  Disqualified for the rest of the school year.

Team Practice Schedule / Participation 
 
  Practices are an important part of any team’s success.  The practice schedules will be available on the board at the NJROTC portable.  At the start of the school year, an initial schedule will be given out for the first two months, but may be subject to change.  If there is a change, team members will be informed in a timely manner.
  If a team member routinely misses practice for other than legitimate reasons (legally absent from school, scheduled medical or dental appointment, death in the family, etc.) they may lose their spot on the team but may not be removed.
  If a cadet is going to miss practice, it is their responsibility to inform either the team commander or the NJROTC instructor in charge of the team before practice.

Suspension from Team (Not Allowed to Travel With Teams)

A student may be suspended from any team of the following (not an all-inclusive list):

1. Failure to maintain the required academic or military standards.
2. Lack of aptitude or consistently poor behavior.
3. Repeated serious misconduct (more than once).
4. Loss of Government Property or School Property.
5. Assigned to the SBCISD  Positive Redirection Center (PRC)
6. Assigned to In-School-Suspension (ISS) more than 3 times in one school year.
7. Any incidences with illegal drugs or drug paraphernalia or possession of prescription drugs no prescribed to themselves.
8. Failure to follow instructions from instructors while on school sponsored trip.

All NAVY/ NJROTC property must be returned before cadet if removed from a team.

Drill Meets / Other Competitions
  Normally by the end of September, after receiving input from team leadership, we have our schedule planned out for all competitions for the school year.  Once that listing is complete, a copy will be provided to your cadet for not only their planning but yours also.  It will also be listed on our Face Book page (San Benito High School Njrotc Unit) and our web page under San Benito High School.  Pictures will be post as soon as possible from the meets.

Travel Competitions / Educational Visits 
  With every competition trip, the NJROTC instructors will make every attempt to tie in an education visits (if time permits in the trip).  This is a privilege, not a right, and the NJROTC instructors expect all team member to act as good ambassadors of the San Benito community and school district. 

School Work / Grades
  A cadet’s schoolwork and grades come first.  Instructor reinforce this every week with the team members.
    We expect parents to help us encourage your cadets preparing for an overnight trip and requesting work from their teachers so they won’t fall behind.  Instructors will remind cadets for overnight trips.
    Grades will be checked one week prior to any overnight trip.  If the cadet is failing any class, they will not be allowed to attend the overnight trip.

Trip Documentation & Paperwork
  At a minimum, cadets will receive their trip paperwork at least two weeks in advance (if not more).        
Cadets will be given a deadline to return the paperwork.  If not turned in on time, they could be removed from the trip.


Cell Phones Access While on Trips
  Cadet’s cell phones will be collected by the instructors at the start of each trip.  If it is a single day trip cadets will have their phones returned after we departed the competition.  If it is an overnight trip, cadets will call before we arrive at the hotel and will have their phone returned once we are on our way back home.  This is done so the cadets can focus on studying and preparing for the competition and to prevent phones from being lost.  If we stop to conduct a special visit (i.e. museum, base, etc.) we do return the phone so cadets can take pictures, but the phones are collected again once the visit is over.	Comment by Swanson, Nels CAPT USN (ret): What are you trying to say here?
Instructor’s numbers are always provided in case of emergency.

Picking up Cadets After Competition
  Cadets need to be picked up after any trip in a timely manner.  When returning from a trip, the cadets will call you after we pass Kingsville, TX, with an estimated time of arrival to San Benito.     
  They will call you again when we pass Raymondville, TX, (approximately 25 minutes away) to update our time of arrival.
  
NJROTC Triple Threat Shirts
    Those cadet’s that are members in good standing of at least three (3) of the NJROTC are eligible to be awarded the NJROTC Triple Threat shirt at the end of the school year.

NJROTC Team Members Shirts  
    The NJROTC shirts are a great source of pride in the cadet’s team and school. 
  If you are a member of the Armed, Unarmed, Color Guard and Physical Fitness Team, you are expected that you purchase a shirt.  The shirt changes every school year and the instructors work very hard to keep the cost down.  This is the only item team members are required to buy.	Comment by Swanson, Nels CAPT USN (ret): This is a new requirement we have not talked about…I’m game for this
For other teams (Marksmanship, Orienteering, Academic, Robotics, and Stellar Explorer) this is optional to buy.  These designs will be different from the drill teams.

Varsity Letter Jacket (the famous “Letterman”)  
  An NJROTC letter jacket may be earned with consistent involvement and performance in certain NJROTC extracurricular activities.  The decision to award a letter jacket will depend on available funds, cadet performance and at the instructors’ discretion.  A letter jackets are earned and not a right of membership.
  Earning a letter jacket with the competitive teams requires a level of dedication and commitment that goes above and beyond.  To earn a letter-jacket, a cadet must first satisfy the requirements for the corresponding NJROTC ribbon and meet the following criteria:
a. Be currently enrolled in Naval Science course
b. Attend all of their team’s competitions and events unless explicitly excused. 
c. Serve on their team and remain in good standing for the following periods:
i. Armed Drill, Unarmed Drill, Color Guard – two years
ii. Academic, Robotics, Marksmanship – three years
d. Be recommended by the instructor in charge of the team
  Cadets that complete all four years in NJROTC may also earn a letter-jacket with the concurrence of the entire instructore staff.
  Letter-jacket color and style shall conform to established SBHS standards, and the cost to personalize falls exclusively on the cadet and family. 

Team Practice Areas

  All team practices take place at the NJROTC portables at San Benito High School with the exception of the Marksmanship Team which takes place at Veterans Memorial Academy.  At this time, the latest a practice should go is 6:30 p.m.  If there is a change, the cadets will be told with enough time to inform their families.


Final Words

The San Benito NJROTC has been building a strong tradition of teamwork and it continues to show in our teams when representing our school and community.  If at any time to you have a concern or questions, please contact your team instructor.

  After reading the Team Handbook please review and sign the NJROTC Team Contract on the last pages of this booklet and have your cadet return it to their instructor.  The handbook is for you to keep.








NJROTC TEAM CONTRACT

I, _________________________________(Cadet Name), understand I have the privilege to be part of one of the best NJROTC programs in the state of TEXAS, and want to participate on a competitive team this school year.  In order to better develop my interpersonal behavior and skills, I understand I must still fulfill my obligations to my fellow cadets despite being a member of other school clubs, sports or activities.  I will follow the rules laid out below:
· My school work comes first and I will make it my number one priority.  If I am struggling with my grades or with completing my homework, I will have a discussion with my NJROTC Instructors, teachers and/or parents/guardians in order to come up with a solution.
· I will attend all the necessary Drill Team meeting and/or practices.
· Once I turned in a signed permission slip for a trip I understand that I am commited for that drill meet or competition.
· I must be passing all my classes to attend drill meets and competitions.
· I will see this activity through to its completion.
· I will not whine or complain about my activity, even when portions are difficult or not as fun as I imagined they would be.
· I will be responsible for my own actions and will behave in a way that is respectful towards others, including all my fellow Cadets, participants and opponents.
· I will perform this activity to the best of my ability and will work hard to improve my skills.
· I will listen to my Chain of Command and follow all the rules.
· I will continue to complete all of my chores at home.
· Prescribed dress code for NJRTOC trips will be Unit T-Shirt, Drill Team T-Shirt or Polo Shirt (issued by instructors) for day of travel, jeans (no tears or stains) and tennis shoes.  Instructors will inform cadets ahead of the trip about which shirt to wear.
· While on any trip, I will follow all school rules and the verbal instructions of my NJROTC Instructors and adult chaperones.
· If staying overnight on a trip I will stay in my assigned room, and I will respect the hotel property and other cadets.  
· If I have any knowledge of wrongdoing (against school policy or NJROTC instructor direction) while on a trip, it is my responsibility to inform an Instructor immediately.
· I will return all trip paperwork by the deadline; if I do not know the deadline, I understand it is my responsibility to find out as soon as possible. 
· If I am a member of a Drill Team or the Physical Fitness team,  understand that I am expected to purchase an SB NJROTC Unit Drill Team T-Shirt as part of membership.  These shirts are not part of a fundraiser for the NJROTC unit and are purchased at cost
I understand that NJROTC gear (travel bag, blue bag, PT gear, running suit and PT/ORI shoes) that are issued to me are only for NJROTC competitions.
· I WILL RETURN ALL TEAM ITEMS WHEN TOLD TO TURN THEM IN (drill shoes, cover, jacket/coat, travel and personal bags, belt, buckle, J-bar and anchor, PT gear, etc).
Please Turn Over


If I do not keep up with my duties or meet my obligations, the following corrective actions will be taken:
·  I may lose my leadership billet (job), be reduced in rank (demoted) or both.
· If I am failing a course, I will not be allowed to attend Drill Team practice until I am passing the applicable course.
· If I am sent to ISS more than twice during the semester I could be removed from the drill team.
· If I am sent to PRC I will be removed from the drill team.
· If I miss two (2) or more practices during a specified period, I may not be allowed to attend the next scheduled Drill Meet or Event (unless approved by NJROTC Instructor).
· Excessive missed practices will result in removal from Drill Team.

  The NJROTC Instructor will provide all Drill Team Member a schedule for all drill meets.  Drill meets are subject to change and we will put out that information as soon as possible.  It is the Cadets responsibility to ensure their parent/guardian receives it.

I, _______________________________________________________ (Printed Parents Name), agree to
support our child in the following ways:   
· Arranging transportation to and from practices, games, meetings and drill meets.
· I understand that once a permission slip is signed for a competition they are committed to attending.
· Please ensure you are picking your Cadet up from practices by 6:30 p.m. at San Benito H.S. (portable in the back).
· I understand that while my cadet is on a trip they will not have their phone with them but will check in.  I will also ensure I pick up my cadet on time when they are returning from a drill meet.



__________________________     __________________________      __________________________     
   Parent/Guardian Signature                         Cadet’s Signature                                    Date    
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2 
 
8 
 
image1.png




