WAYNE L. THALLANDER WRITING SCHOLARSHIP (2026)


Wayne Thallander was an English teacher and journalism advisor at Tracy High for 37 years. 
He inspired countless students as a teacher, girls basketball coach and photographer. Many of his students went on to teach and coach themselves. 

This annual memorial scholarship was established in his name in 2025, to assist a graduating senior who has exhibited excellence in the written word. Whether that student is interested in journalism or literary arts as a career, this scholarship is designed to award $1,000 to the student who best describes their passion for writing, using proper style, technique and grammar.

A committee of Tracy High teachers and administrators will choose the honoree who submits the following:
· Completed application form,
· Transcript showing minimum 3.0 grade point average
· One letter of recommendation from someone familiar with student’s writing,
· An essay answering these questions: 

· Who influenced your love of writing? What does this person mean to you? How did they inspire you? 
· How has writing changed your life? 
· How do you see yourself continuing to write in the future? 

All applicants should apply by March 27, 2026. 
Applications should be sent to Brandon Red at bred@tusd.net. 
The winner will be recognized with a scholarship patch and certificate on Tracy High’s Awards Night. The winner should be prepared to have their picture taken and shared with news of their award on social media. Please note that a proof of college enrollment is due by Oct 1, 2026 in order to have the awards fund processed.







WAYNE L. THALLANDER WRITING SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION FORM (2025)

NAME: ________________________________________________________________________
PARENTS’/GUARDIANS’ NAMES:__________________________________________________
EMAIL & PHONE NUMBER:_______________________________________________________
COLLEGES ACCEPTED TO:________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
INTENDED COLLEGE:_____________________________________________________________
INTENDED MAJOR (if decided):_____________________________________________________
ANY WRITING AWARDS OR RECOGNITION:_________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________



Submit the following:
· Completed application form
· Transcript showing minimum 3.0 grade point average
· One letter of recommendation from someone familiar with student’s writing
· An essay answering these questions: 

· Who influenced your love of writing? What does this person mean to you? How did they inspire you? 
· How has writing changed your life? 
· How do you see yourself continuing to write in the future? 


